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Resolving Language & Clerical Errors in the Boston Zoning Code

Boston Zoning Commission - June 25, 2025



OVERVIEW

The Planning Department’s Zoning Reform team proposes a text amendment to the 
Boston Zoning Code to correct clerical errors existing across its various articles.

Errors within zoning are identified and collected on an ongoing basis, through both staff 
review of the Code and public comment.

It is the intent of the Planning Department’s Zoning Reform team that amendments 
resolving these errors be brought forth for approval and adoption, as needed.

These amendments will not establish new regulations and will not change the functioning
of the Code’s existing adopted regulations.

Such updates are needed to ensure the Code’s accuracy and accessibility and are meant to 
provide a consistent pathway to amend language and clerical inaccuracies, as they are 
continually identified.



PROCESS TO CORRECT ERRORS

There are two pathways through which clerical errors in the 
Zoning Code are resolved. Which pathway is used depends on 
which version of the Zoning Code the error is present in. 

Administrative Updates: 
● Resolves errors caused by inaccurate transcriptions of 

officially adopted zoning amendments by Municode (the 
online version of the Zoning Code).

● These resolutions are submitted to Municode because they
bring Municode into consistency with lawfully adopted 
zoning. 

Formal Adoption Processes: 
● Resolves errors existing in both Municode and adopted 

zoning amendments that relate to mis-transcribed content 
in official zoning documents. 

● These resolutions must go through the formal BPDA 
approval and BZC adoption process because they fix issues 
present in officially adopted zoning amendments. 
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SUMMARY OF TEXT AMENDMENT

This amendment features resolutions to fifteen 
(15) existing errors, spread across twenty (20) 
different articles of the Code. 

● Amend incorrect formatting and 
section/footnote citations 

● Clarify misrepresented language and terms

● Insert missing or inaccurately transcribed 
content

This update does not establish any new regulations
and does not change the functioning of the Code’s 
existing adopted regulations. 

January 2025

April 14, 2025

April 24, 2025

May 15, 2025

June 11, 2025

Error Identification + Resolution 
Drafting Process 

● Staff identified - 12/15

● Constituent identified - 3/15

Draft Zoning Amendment 
Released

Virtual Office Hours Sessions
(1-2pm + 6-7pm)

● 3 participants (all in support)

BPDA Board for Approval 

BZC for Adoption

TIMELINE OF TEXT AMENDMENT



INCORRECT CITATIONS

Multiple tables across different 
articles of the Zoning Code feature 
incorrect citations to applicable 
footnotes and sections. The proposed 
amendment resolves these by 
inserting appropriate references.

Correct “(3)” to “(2)” to reflect 
appropriate footnote citation (also 

found in the column’s title)

Correct “Section 67-32” - which 
cites the wrong zoning article -

to “Section 68-33”



TRANSCRIPTION ERRORS

Numerous transcription 
errors can be found 
scattered across the Zoning 
Code. The proposed 
amendment resolves these 
by correcting typos and 
amending language 
inconsistencies.

Correct “ore” to “more”

Amend descriptions of residential 
subdistricts in Section 53-4 to 

correct inconsistencies in 
subdistrict naming conventions



FORMATTING ERRORS

Existing formatting errors (such 
as the incorrect ordering of 
content) can create consistency 
issues in zoning, and confusion 
regarding what regulations apply 
and how they should be 
interpreted. This amendment 
remedies these conditions to 
improve accessibility to the 
Code.

Place bullet “E” below bullet “D”

Capitalize “Squares + Streets Districts”

Place “Figure 1” title above 
illustrated lot and building 

standards diagrams 



LANGUAGE CLARIFICATIONS 

The interpretation of certain 
regulations within the Zoning Code 
can be difficult to determine, due 
to overly concise drafting and 
confusing formatting. The 
proposed text amendment 
resolves instances of this by 
clarifying the language and 
intended meaning of the existing 
regulations.

In Table A of the Article 53 Tables, update the language of footnote 2 
to provide additional clarification explaining the existing regulations 

relating to maximum residential occupancy in EBR-3 subdistricts.

Amend to “Accessory Family Child 
Care Home”



MISSING CONTENT

Across the past 10 years, there 
have been several instances 
where adopted zoning has failed 
to be appropriately transcribed 
or implemented into the Code. 
This amendment resolves these 
instances by inserting the 
adopted regulations in their 
appropriate locations.

Insert the highlighted 
footnotes and footnote 
references, rectifying 

inconsistencies in initial 
transcription of adopted Text 

Amendment No. 454  



PREVENTING FUTURE ERRORS

Coordination between Municode and Planning Department staff has 
uncovered opportunities for process improvement in zoning adoption.

● Changing document type submitted to Municode 

● Altering formatting of tables / figures in submitted amendments

● Pre-BZC review of amendments for clerical errors

● Post-implementation review of online zoning updates 

While we recognize errors will continue to happen, through these efforts 
(and consistent oversight of them), Planning Department staff expect to see 
a reduction in the proliferation of errors in future zoning updates. 



Thank You! 


