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About the American Community Survey

The American Community Survey (ACS) is an annual survey conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau.
ACS asks a host of demographic, economic, and housing related questions that were historicall
associated with the now discontinued lofgrm of the Census.

The ACS is a sample of the total population. As a result, the data are subject to sampling error. A
counts displayed in the ACS astimateswith a plus/minus factor for all counts and percentages.
Additionally, because of the small sample sizes of the ACS, it is not possible to estimate characteristi
for small geographies with the ongear data collections. In order to look at small areas within a city,
such as neighborhoods, data users need to use tyed ACS estimates. It is important to note that
the 20072011 ACS datare notCensus counts, but rather estimates of population characteristics. As a
result, counts estimated in this report will not match those corresponding population counts observed
in the 2010 Census.

Please note that subcategory percentages in this report reflect the percentage within the category it is
associated with and not the percentage within the totélajor categories are typically highlighted in
purple in this report. Subcategories are distinguished by indented text. A glossary of select terms is
included at the end of this report.

All analyses in this report were done by the BRA Research Division. The proper sourcing of this mater
is:2007-2011 American Community Survey, BRA Research Division Analysis.

Prepared by:

Boston Redevelopment Authority
Research Division

Mark Melnik

Lingshan Gao

Alexis Kalevich

Joanne Wong

Alvaro Lima
Director of Research

Assistance provided by the Office of
Digital Cartography and GIS

2 Boston
CITY OF BOSTON Redevelopment

Thomas M. Menino .
Mayor Authonty




