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Zoom Meeting Info + Tips
● The BPDA will be recording this meeting and posting it on the 

BPDA’s project webpage. If you do not wish to be recorded during 
the meeting, please turn off your microphone and camera.  

● Zoom controls are available at the bottom of your screen. 
Clicking on these symbols activates different features.

● Use raise hand function (dial 9 followed by 6 if joining by phone) 
and wait to be called upon before asking your question or 
providing comment. 

Mute/unmute Turn video on/offRaise hand to get in 
line to ask a question 
or provide comment
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Imagine Boston 2030
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A 21st Century Industrial Neighborhood
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Timeline
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Proposed 
Subdistricts
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Core
● Height <5 stories, <140 feet

● Ground floor height 
minimum 21 feet

● Industrial use required on 
1st and 2nd floors

● Lab/Office/R&D allowed on 
3rd, 4th, and 5th floors

● No residential

E.x. Core Building Massing
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Gateway
● Height <8 stories, <140 feet

● Ground floor height 
minimum 21 feet

● Required >15% industrial, 
workforce training, or 
creative industrial use

● No residential

E.x. Gateway Building Massing
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Creative
● Height <65 feet

● Light and creative industrial 
use

● No residential

E.x. Creative Building Massing
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Existing Newmarket (Article 90) Zoning Map
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Proposed Newmarket (Article 90) Zoning Map
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Proposed Newmarket (Article 90) Zoning Map

Area moved from 
Article 50 to Article 

90

Residential Subdistrict 
remaining in Article 50
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Existing Roxbury (Article 50) Zoning Map
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Proposed Roxbury (Article 50) Zoning Map
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Proposed Roxbury (Article 50) Zoning Map

Area moved from 
Article 50 to Article 

90

Residential Subdistrict 
remaining in Article 50



16

Mapping

● Subdistricts

● Article 50 // Article 90 
Boundary

Use Table

● Simplification + 
Organization

● Light, Heavy, Creative 
Industrial

● Adding existing 
nonconforming uses

● Use allowances for 
subdistricts

Dimensional Table

● New dimensional 
regulations for each 
subdistrict (except Creative 
Industrial)

● Ground Floor Height 
Minimums

Miscellaneous

● Text consolidation

● Streamlined Performance 
Standards

● Parking minimums

Zoning Changes Summary
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Use Table | Simplified + Organized

Alphabetized
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Use Table | Simplified + Organized

Footnote 
duplication 

removed
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Use Table | Industrial Definitions*
Light Industrial

Animal Production (F)
Apparel Manufacturing

Beverage & Tobacco Product Manufacturing
Computer & Electronic Product Manufacturing

Construction of Buildings
Food Manufacturing

Green and Clean Technologies
Light Manufacturing

Miscellaneous Light Manufacturing
Nonmetallic Mineral Product Manufacturing

Paper, Leather & Allied Product Manufacturing
Printing and Related Support Activities

Research Laboratory
Specialty Trade Contractors

Textile & Textile Product Mills
Urban Agriculture

Utilities
Wood and Furniture Product Manufacturing *Uses may be allowed, conditional, or forbidden

Indicates new

Heavy Industrial

Chemical Manufacturing
Electrical Equipment, Appliance, & Component 

Manufacturing
Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing

Heavy & Civil Engineering Construction (F)
Machinery Manufacturing
Mining and Extraction (F)

Petroleum & Coal Products Manufacturing (F)
Plastics & Rubber Products Manufacturing

Waste Management & Remediation Services (F)

Creative and Arts Industrial

Art Display Space
Artists’ Mixed-Use (F)

Art Use
Accessory Art Use

Concert Hall
Creative Industries and Information Services

Motion Picture, Sound Recording, Publishing & 
Broadcasting Industries

Studios
Theatre

Arts Trade Uses
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Elementary School Public Service

Use Table | Existing Nonconformities

Samuel W Mason School City of Boston Fire Headquarters
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Use Table | Core Industrial
1st and 2nd Floor 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

Floors

Light and Heavy Industrial ✓ ✓

Trade schools ✓ ✓

Creative Industrial Uses ✓ if <25% of square 
footage

✓

Highly-trafficked 
commercial e.x. 
restaurants, bars, retail

✓ if <25% of square 
footage

✓

Lab + Office x ✓

Residential x x
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Use Table | Core Industrial
1st and 2nd Floor 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

Floors

Light and Heavy Industrial ✓ ✓

Trade schools ✓ ✓

Creative Industrial Uses ✓ if <25% of square 
footage

✓

Highly-trafficked 
commercial e.x. 
Restaurants, bars, retail

✓ if <25% of square 
footage

✓

Lab + Office x ✓

Residential x x
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Use Table | Core Industrial
1st and 2nd Floor 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

Floors

Light and Heavy Industrial ✓ ✓

Trade schools ✓ ✓

Creative Industrial Uses ✓ if <25% of square 
footage

✓

Highly-trafficked 
commercial e.x. 
restaurants, bars, retail 

✓ if <25% of square 
footage

✓

Lab + Office x ✓

Residential x x
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Use Table | Core Industrial
Newly Allowed

Light Manufacturing
Art Display Space

Art Use
Accessory Art Use

Studios
Arts Trade Uses

Bars
Child Care Center

Banking and Postal
Public Service

Newly Forbidden

Artists’ Mixed-Use*
Concert Hall

Theatre
Ancillary Parking

Elementary or Secondary School

*Artists’ Mixed-Use defined in the 
zoning code as including residential use
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Use Table | Gateway Industrial

Light and Heavy Industrial ✓

Trade schools ✓

Creative Industrial Uses ✓

Highly-trafficked 
commercial e.x. 
restaurants, bars retail, 

✓

Lab + Office ✓

Residential x

Must include in 
at least 15% of 
square footage
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Use Table | Gateway Industrial

Light and Heavy Industrial ✓

Trade schools ✓

Creative Industrial Uses ✓

Highly-trafficked 
commercial e.x. 
restaurants, bars retail, 

✓

Lab + Office ✓

Residential x

Must include in 
at least 15% of 
square footage
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Use Table | Gateway Industrial
Newly Allowed in Newmarket

Light Manufacturing
Art Display Space

Art Use
Accessory Art Use

Concert Hall (C)
Studios

Theatre (C)
Arts Trade Uses

Bars
Child Care Center

Banking and Postal
Public Service

Newly Forbidden in Newmarket

Artists’ Mixed-Use*
Ancillary Parking

Elementary or Secondary School

*Artists’ Mixed-Use defined in the 
zoning code as including residential use
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Newly Forbidden in Former New 
Market IDA

Animal Production
Ancillary Parking

Artists’ Mixed-Use*

Use Table | Gateway Industrial
Newly Allowed in Former New 

Market IDA

Accessory Art Use
Concert Hall (C)

Theatre (C)
Arts Trade Uses

Accessory Fitness Centers

*Artists’ Mixed-Use defined in the 
zoning code as including residential use
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Use Table | Creative Industrial

Light Industrial ✓

Heavy Industrial x

Trade schools ✓

Creative Industrial Uses ✓

Highly-trafficked 
commercial e.x. 
restaurants, bars retail, 

✓

Lab + Office ✓

Residential x
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Use Table | Creative Industrial
Newly Forbidden in Former New 

Market IDA

Animal Production
Heavy Industrial Uses

Artists’ Mixed-Use*

Newly Allowed in Former New 
Market IDA

Accessory Art Use
Concert Hall (C)

Theatre (C)
Arts Trade Uses

Accessory Fitness Centers
Ancillary Parking

*Artists’ Mixed-Use defined in the 
zoning code as including residential use
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Dimensional Table
● Removing FAR for 

Core and Gateway

● Keeping FAR for 
Creative Industrial 
(no changes for 
former New 
Market IDA area)
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Dimensional Table | Ground Floor Height
● Requiring 

minimum 21’ 
ground floor in 
Core and Gateway

● Amending 
definition of 
“Ground Floor 
Ceiling Height” in 
Article 2
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Dimensional Table | Ground Floor Height
● Requiring 

minimum 21’ 
ground floor in 
Core and Gateway

● Amending 
definition of 
“Ground Floor 
Ceiling Height” in 
Article 2
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Use Current 
(per 1,000 sf)

Proposed
(per 1,000 sf)

Banking and Postal 1.0 0.3

Elementary or Secondary School 0.7 0.4

Industrial 0.5 0.14

Office 1.0 0.6

Places of Worship 3.0 0.3

Public Service 1.0 0.4

Research and Development 0.5 0.4

Restaurant 4.0 0.3

Retail, Service, and Trade 2.0 0.3

Storage 0.5 0.14

Transportation 0.25 0.14

Wholesale 0.25 0.14

Miscellaneous | Parking Minimums

Removed: Child Care Center, Other Community Uses, Junior 
High School (through 10th grade), Kindergarten, Other 
Educational Uses, Health Care Uses, Police Station, Fire 
Station, All other Public Service Uses, Vehicular Uses
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Miscellaneous | Text Consolidation

Consolidated
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Miscellaneous | Performance Standards
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Next Steps

Wednesday, October 11th

Boston Zoning Commission 
Meeting

(public comment period for 
20 days before)

Thursday, September 14th

BPDA Board Meeting

Friday, September 8th

BPDA Comment Period 
Closes



Q&A

Please raise your hand make a comment or ask a question, or type it into the chat.



Thank you! 

Please continue to submit comments and questions by September 8th via email to 
jack.halverson@boston.gov or via phone at 617.918.4461

mailto:jack.halverson@boston.gov



