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PILOT NEICHBORHOODS COMMON QUESTIONS

The Neighborhood Slow Streets is the City's comprehensive traffic calming program.
Beginning in 2018, we worked in 15 neighborhoods across the City to build speed humps,
raised crosswalks, install parking restrictions at intersections to improve visibility, street
direction changes and more. Learn about these neighborhood traffic calming plans here. In
2024, we will finish installation of street safety changes in the Moreland Street and Mount
Pleasant Avenue, Lower South Street & Vicinity, Hancock Street Triangle, and Chinatown

neighborhood.

In 2023, Mayor Wu announced a new program to bring safety tools to more neighborhoods

more quickly by focusing just on speed hump installation. This reduces the time needed for
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ARTICLE 43 - CHINATOWN DISTRICTLY]

Footnotes:

Section 43-1. -

Statement of Purpose, Goals, and Objectives.

% 8 W 8 @

% 8 W &8 @&

The purpose of this Article is to establish the zoning regulations for the comprehensive plan for the Chinatown

District as required by the provisions of the Downtown Interim Planning Overlay District, Article 27D of this Code.

The goals and objectives of this Article and the Chinatown Community Plan are to upgrade the quality of life and

ensure the long-term viability of Chinatown as a historic residential neighborhood and a unique cultural, business,

and service center; to create housing which is affordable to all segments of the community; to encourage community

businesses and trades; to diversify the economy and improve employment opportunities for neighborhood

residents; to protect the historic and cultural resources of the district; to improve the environment through the

establishment of open space subdistricts; to manage institutional growth in an open process and to establish

boundaries for institutional uses; to promote the most desirable use of land in accordance with the Chinatown

Community Plan; and to promote the public safety, health, and welfare of the people of Boston.
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CHINATOWN DRAFT ZONING AMENDMENT SUMMARY
November 2024
BACKGROUND
. CHINATOWN DRAFT ZONING TEXT
The C]
soiti] AMENDMENT SR
for ge This Chinatown Draft Zoning Text Amendment and the accompanying Chinatown Draft
hub .fc Zoning Map constitutes the entirety of the proposed rezoning in Chinatown. A Chinatown
sl?ann BEAHSREEEEREE Zoning Summary document is available on the Chinatown Rezoning webpage, and
histor describes this Draft Zoning Text Amendment at a summary level. Annotations throughout
and m 2024 % 11 B this Draft Zoning Text Amendment explain the rationale behind some key provisions.
lf‘f"m Today, Article 43 - Chinatown District regulates the entirety of the Chinatown
aimed neighborhood. However, zoning changes in one article may require changes in other
heard; articles to update cross-references and definitions. The following zoning articles include
> o DESIGN GUI DSt
BN EE Substantial Changes : s
5 G § EﬁE{&IE §§§ﬁg e Article 43 - Chinatown Neighborhood Article (Replacing Existing Article) H | Stﬂn C C(Jntext
)3 2024%11H e Article 34 - Institutional Districts (New Article)
> e Article 8 - Regulation of Uses
L HE Supportive Changes Find mixed-use growth and adaptive reuse
R oL T A RO B 1101 LA NS HE, ,Elmﬁfu?{f L o Afidle2 Dafififions opportunities along Chinatown's Essex Street
LB RMFEEBBANHY, B4 RER, MEMR LR, AEmEEN 2, SR e Article 3 - Establishment of Zoning Districts edge and Harrison Avenue gateway.
O AR a2 o =N i 4 - 115 1 i
> 1 H:‘@fﬂ)kftﬂ’éﬁggﬁ’]*ﬁﬂh ﬂfﬁ&@;fﬁﬂ;ﬁfﬁﬁ%ﬂ E AR BRI S S R e Article 23 - Off-Street Parking Essex Street forms the northem edge and serves as a gateway to the Chinatown
SR, B BT e TR R, Article 22 = Onan Sao, i neighborhood, particularly where Harrison Ave widens at Essex Street,
4 encompassing Phillips Square. This Essex Street edge presents opportunities for
ARPE A EI A L, S A T S AR R R AR 1 A — (A0 2 e, FeMEES) NSOk wsia oBeilA Aea Pmsia UMOIRUID "V UOREIS UINOS PU 1O1SI] J0WEST NHIOIOY both the reuse of historic buildings and the of several
Thus, e romam = [ Zonng s ity ofBoston vacant parcels. These efforts can help the transition between larger Downtown
signif J > FERETEBR. BF A EUAZERE A T | sl Fmpj; e blocks to the north and smaller-scale urban fabric of Chinatown's commercial core
Chian| o L Mep ]
> WEEL T ABEREEEEMN; mRAFT
1 > IR R, I 2 R R A R RS, e SR AR B LN S A
AR ESE MU CREFIET ), 1T % % MR O RS BB SR LA S LUK
Rt > JEXEIERAT SRR R RIRABLIRAY A AR R B 2 25 i 154 rore gradually, while still encouraging the preservation of these post-industrial
= = ‘@Q Skyhn'lne D;cht iy buildings. There are several late-nineteenth and early-twentieth-century buildings
A (K pt, $EREAOHT S EARAE v EIG(EDS, SR/ ¥R SU(LZE MR BN, I R 22 AR - B i “: clustered along Essex Street that offer key opportunities for adaptive reuse- Some
B, fy 7 £ gr"' of these buildings have already been converted into apartments or new offices and
il i / = A\ lre officially highlighted as part of the Textile National Historic Register District.
o ) ool 54, AN = Wdditions to buildings and facadectomies, where a building's facade is preserved
ey s =S e ¥i) ?:m::‘ 2 AR - With & new structure behind or within it, such as that of the Greater Boston
7 wrmns BaY s MK SN " i Chinese Golden Age Center, provide further opportunities to increase density
ooy Villag L4 . ®1 ey Lotk While preserving historic facades. Redeveloping underutilized parcels along Essex
i | T wrR £ e 916 Street can also help fill gaps in the historic urban fabric with contextual stepbacks
& r— Chinatownt that mitigate height impact and tie new development to the scale of neighboring
fam— e — Sy % 'Ns'%ri':t‘:i';”d' historic buildings.
. e
f Boston Proper
Bay Village Neighborhood District Map 1
e . )
South End, i
Map 1P, g 55 South Boston
5 "m,, § Map 4
1CMG/N Leather District and South Station EDA, Chinatown Nei District, Bay Village Neil District 1CMGNN
2024 MACRIS Inventory 2024 BLC Inventory
© NRHP [INREP M Designated B cFrOD
) i O Inventoried Inventoned Landmark i.}StUdy Area
City of Boston O PR BArending
© MHL Landmark

Planning Department
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