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1. Map of Urban Renewal Plan Areas and Quick Facts



Urban Renewal Quick Facts

The Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) has completed a public process to seek ten-year extensions for expir-
ing urban renewal plan areas in the city. Urban renewal began as a post-World War Il federal program to address
widespread blight and disinvestment in America’s cities. It has evolved in recent decades as a more nuanced tool
for redevelopment and revitalization, managed by states and municipalities to spur economic development in urban
areas across the country.

Today, the BRA manages a total of 16 urban renewal plan areas (down from 23), spanning approximately 3,000 acres
or ten percent of land in Boston. The West End and North Station have not been included as part of this exten-

sion process, as they are not set to expire. The BRA allowed the urban renewal plans in Allston (North Harvard) and
Downtown (Bedford-West) to expire in April 2015, as the redevelopment goals in those places have been met. The
MA Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) approved a one-year extension in January 2015,
allowing until April 2016 to complete appropriate public outreach and garner the necessary approvals for extension
of the plan areas. The BRA is not seeking to create new urban renewal areas, propose any projects, or expand exist-
ing plans as part of this extension process.
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