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Housekeeping + Updates



Project Website

bit.ly/westerncorridor

● Presentations (including tonight’s!)

● Recordings from virtual meetings

● Zoning Toolkit and Housing Toolkit

http://bit.ly/westerncorridor


Your controls should be available at the bottom of the screen. 

Clicking on these symbols activates different features:

Zoom Tips



Virtual Meeting Protocols

● During the presentation you can ask questions through the chat 
feature. Depending on the question, we will answer it in writing in 
the chat box, verbally, or wait until the Q&A period.

● During verbal Q&A, please be respectful of each other’s time so 
that all may participate in the discussion.

● You can always set up a conversation with Gerald Autler, 
Gerald.Autler@boston.gov.

mailto:Gerald.Autler@boston.gov


● The BPDA will be recording this meeting and posting it on its 
website at bit.ly/WesternCorridor. The recording will include 
the presentation, Q&A, and public comments afterwards. 

● Also, it is possible that participants may be recording the 
meeting with their phone cameras or other devices.

● If you do not wish to be recorded during the meeting, please 
turn off your microphone and camera.

Meeting Recording



Stay up-to-date with 
COVID-19 related 
announcements, City of 
Boston reopening plans, 
and resources for you and 
your community at:

boston.gov/coronavirus

COVID-19 Resources

https://www.boston.gov/news/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-boston


December - January

Urban design framework + preliminary buildout scenarios

Discussion of density and community benefits

Transportation impacts, preliminary transportation mitigation and improvement options

February - March

Refined buildout scenarios and proposed transportation mitigation and improvement improvements

Draft report and zoning recommendations

April and Beyond

Final report and zoning recommendations

Advancement of transportation mitigation and improvement recommendations

Rezoning

Next Steps and Opportunities for Public Input



Current 
Development 
Proposals



● 1170 Soldiers Field Road (Phase 1)
● 1234-1240 Soldiers Field Road
● 176 Lincoln Street (comment period closes December 4)
● Harvard Task Force

○ Enterprise Research Campus
○ 180 Western Avenue

● Allston-Brighton Mobility Study
○ Draft plan and feedback tool available now

Neighborhood Updates

http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/1170-1200-soldiers-field-road
http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/1234-1240-soldiers-field-road
http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/176-lincoln-street
http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/institutional-planning/higher-ed/harvard-university-allston-campus
http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/180-western-avenue
http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/planning-initiatives/allston-brighton-mobility-study
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City Policies on Arts & Culture



What We Have Heard About Arts & Culture

● Interest in strengthening arts & culture and 
creative character of neighborhood

● New development could incorporate new 
opportunities for arts and culture



● Artist displacement 
● Loss of creative work, practice, and performance spaces

○ Eg. small- and mid-sized music venues
● Need to retain affordability (living, work, practice and performance 

spaces)
● Need to retain creative businesses and work opportunities
● Desire to retain and boost artistic and cultural character

Neighborhood-Wide Concerns 



Existing Arts & Culture Assets

Zone 3 Herter Park Amphitheater Public Art @ Barry’s Corner

Harvard Ceramics ProgramHarvard Ed PortalRun of the Charles Harvard ArtLab

Studio 52



Planned Future Arts & Culture Assets

American Repertory Theatre



My interest in arts and culture is primarily as:

● Someone who works in the creative sector
● A resident eager to see Allston's creative side thrive
● A commercial property owner/developer who wants to enliven my 

property and support the arts
● Other (feel free to elaborate in chat)

Poll Question 1



CITY LEVEL

● Boston Creates Cultural Plan

DISTRICT AND BUILDING LEVEL

● Allston-Brighton Cultural Plan
● Artist Live/Work Program 

Relevant Arts & Culture Plans and Policies 

https://www.boston.gov/departments/arts-and-culture/boston-creates-cultural-plan
https://civicmoxie.mysocialpinpoint.com/allston-brighton-public-art-cultural-plan
http://www.bostonplans.org/housing/artist-live-work-program/artist-live-work-housing-overview


Boston Creates Cultural Plan
Mayor's Office of Arts and Culture

● Created out of a year-long community 
engagement effort

● Identified cultural needs, opportunities, and 
resources 

● Sought to prioritize, coordinate, and align 
public and private resources to strengthen 
cultural vitality over the long term.



Arts Innovation District
Mayor's Office of Arts and Culture

● Imagine Boston 2030: recommends the creation of three Arts 
Innovation Districts 
○ First one in Upham’s Corner
○ Harness existing cultural activity and capitalize on the physical 

attributes unique to each neighborhood to support cultural 
activity

● Potential Arts Innovation District for Allston-Brighton: still in 
exploratory phase to figure out policy mechanisms 

https://www.boston.gov/economic-development/uphams-corner-arts-and-innovation-district


Allston-Brighton Cultural Placekeeping Report
Mayor's Office of Arts and Culture

● Report will:
○ Identify elements that define 

unique qualities of Allston-
Brighton cultural community

○ Create an inventory of 
cultural assets 

○ Provide recommendations 
for keeping, supporting and 
growing arts & culture in 
Allston-Brighton



Artist Resource Desk
Mayor's Office of Arts and Culture

● Sharing art in public 
● Finding space: 

○ Creative Commercial Space 
Connector

○ Artist Live Work housing 
● Opportunity funds / grants, 

Boston Artists-in-Residence 
programs 

https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/e/1FAIpQLSd5CZcNmcDorRNM4dEEWVLk8ZiB8gtJTLL6Nwl8g87UU4nG1A/viewform
https://www.boston.gov/departments/arts-and-culture/boston-artists-residence-air


Artist Live/Work Program
Boston Planning & Development Agency

● Certification to qualify for artist housing: 
○ Open to anyone who has made art in the last 3 years (Mayor’s Office of 

Arts & Culture)
● BPDA actively encourages developers to create units that are specifically 

built out for artists’ needs 
● Many (but not all) of these units are income-restricted 
● Income-restricted housing for artists are monitored for compliance 



Leveraging Private Development
Boston Planning & Development Agency; Mayor’s Office of Arts & Culture

● Negotiated community benefits
○ Funding for arts and culture (e.g. 

Harvard Flex Fund support for 
Herter Park, Mayor’s Office of Arts 
and Culture, public art)

○ Creation of cultural space

Case Study: Allston Square Article 80 Large 
Project Review project
● Incorporated cultural aspects into the 

project: 
○ Artist live-work spaces (IDP units) 
○ Public art opportunities 
○ Pocket park



Placemaking Examples in Western Ave
Boston Planning & Development Agency

Artists’ Way at NEXUS (Proposed)

Open space at 180 Telford (built)



After learning more about the city's existing policies:

● I have a better understanding of how these policies can support arts and 
culture in Allston

● I have some other great ideas to suggest (feel free to elaborate in chat)
● I believe that new development can help support arts and culture
● I am skeptical that new development can help support arts and culture

Poll Question 2
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Arts and Culture Q&A and Discussion
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City Policies on Sustainability and Resilience



Chris Busch,
Assistant Deputy Director 
for Climate Change & 
Environmental Planning

Special Guests from the BPDA

John Dalzell,
Sr. Architect for 
Sustainable Development

Manuel Esquivel, 
Sr. Infrastructure and 
Energy Planner



What we have heard about sustainability & resilience

1. Concern about urban heat island
2. Concern about coastal flooding and 

stormwater
3. Interest in district- and building-level 

sustainability
4. Interest in enhancing urban mobility and 

transportation



What we have heard about sustainability and resilience: urban heat island, 
coastal flooding and stormwater, district- and building-level sustainability, and 
enhancing urban mobility.

● Yes, these topics match my concerns and questions
● I would frame the challenges differently (feel free to elaborate in chat)
● I have a sustainability and resilience concern that's not reflected here 

and will put it in chat

Poll Question 3



CITY LEVEL

● Climate Ready Boston (2016)
○ Focus on stormwater and urban heat island effect

● Flood Resiliency Building Guidelines & Zoning Overlay District (ongoing)
● Urban Forest Plan (anticipated 2021)  
● Go Boston 2030 (2017)
● Carbon Free Boston / Climate Action Plan Update (2019)

DISTRICT AND BUILDING LEVEL
● Green Building Zoning (2007)
● Boston Smart Utilities (2018)
● Zero Net Carbon Building Zoning Initiative (ongoing)
● Allston-Brighton Mobility Study (draft forthcoming)
● Transportation Development Review (ongoing)

Relevant climate-related plans and policies 

https://www.boston.gov/departments/environment/preparing-climate-change
http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/planning-initiatives/flood-resiliency-building-guidelines-zoning-over
https://www.boston.gov/node/13666936
https://www.boston.gov/departments/transportation/go-boston-2030
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/imce-uploads/2019-10/city_of_boston_2019_climate_action_plan_update_2.pdf
http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/planning-initiatives/article-37-green-building-guidelines
http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/planning-initiatives/boston-smart-utilities-project
http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/planning-initiatives/zero-net-carbon-building-zoning-initiative
http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/planning-initiatives/allston-brighton-mobility-study
https://www.boston.gov/departments/transportation/transportation-development-review


CITY LEVEL

● Climate Ready Boston (2016)
○ Focus on stormwater and urban heat island effect

● Flood Resiliency Building Guidelines & Zoning Overlay District (ongoing)
● Urban Forest Plan (anticipated 2021)  
● Go Boston 2030 (2017)
● Carbon Free Boston / Climate Action Plan Update (2019)

Relevant climate-related plans and policies 

https://www.boston.gov/departments/environment/preparing-climate-change
http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/planning-initiatives/flood-resiliency-building-guidelines-zoning-over
https://www.boston.gov/node/13666936
https://www.boston.gov/departments/transportation/go-boston-2030
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/imce-uploads/2019-10/city_of_boston_2019_climate_action_plan_update_2.pdf


Climate Ready Boston
Mayor's Office of Environment, Energy, and Open Space

Western Avenue experiences 
very high levels of urban heat 
island effect.

City policies, urban design 
guidelines, zoning, and project 
review can require and 
incentivize tree canopy and
open space, as well as building 
design elements that mitigate 
heat, such as high-reflectance 
materials and cool roofs.

http://boston.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=7a599ab2ebad43d68adabc9a9ebea0e6&extent=-71.1583,42.2897,-70.9309,42.4060
http://boston.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=7a599ab2ebad43d68adabc9a9ebea0e6&extent=-71.1583,42.2897,-70.9309,42.4060


Climate Ready Boston
Mayor's Office of Environment, Energy, and Open Space

Coastal and riverine flooding, 
through 2070, has limited 
impact on the Western Avenue 
Study Area, the area west of 
Smith Playground will be at risk 
of flooding by 2070.

http://boston.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=7a599ab2ebad43d68adabc9a9ebea0e6&extent=-71.1583,42.2897,-70.9309,42.4060
http://boston.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=7a599ab2ebad43d68adabc9a9ebea0e6&extent=-71.1583,42.2897,-70.9309,42.4060


Climate Ready Boston
Mayor's Office of Environment, Energy, and Open Space

The northern portion of the 
Study Area is impacted by 
stormwater.

Explicitly allowing temporary 
flood control devices in setbacks 
and subgrade BWSC stormwater 
storage infrastructure and public 
access areas that protect 
adjacent properties is one of the 
potential zoning 
recommendations.

http://boston.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=7a599ab2ebad43d68adabc9a9ebea0e6&extent=-71.1583,42.2897,-70.9309,42.4060
http://boston.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=7a599ab2ebad43d68adabc9a9ebea0e6&extent=-71.1583,42.2897,-70.9309,42.4060


Flood Resiliency Building Guidelines & Zoning 
Overlay District Boston Planning & Development Agency

Developed in partnership with the City's 
Environment Department as part of 
Climate Ready Boston, the intent of this 
effort is to ensure that development in 
areas vulnerable to current and 
future flooding is prepared for 
potential coastal flood hazards.

Only marginal areas of the study 
area fall within the extent of overlay 
district forecasted to 2070. No 
significant areas of neighborhood are 
vulnerable to coastal flooding based on 
current flood modeling.

http://maps.bostonredevelopmentauthority.org/zoningviewer/
http://maps.bostonredevelopmentauthority.org/zoningviewer/
http://maps.bostonredevelopmentauthority.org/zoningviewer/
http://maps.bostonredevelopmentauthority.org/zoningviewer/
http://maps.bostonredevelopmentauthority.org/zoningviewer/
http://maps.bostonredevelopmentauthority.org/zoningviewer/
http://maps.bostonredevelopmentauthority.org/zoningviewer/
http://maps.bostonredevelopmentauthority.org/zoningviewer/


Urban Forest Plan
Boston Parks and Recreation Department

The 20-year plan will set citywide 
goals for canopy protection, be 
responsive to climate change, 
and enhance the quality of life 
for all Bostonians.

The growth and development of 
Boston's urban forest will serve 
to reduce the urban heat 
island effect and will also be 
coordinated with other resilience 
and equity efforts.

https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2020/09/Change-assessment_w_MJW-letter.pdf
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2020/09/Change-assessment_w_MJW-letter.pdf


Go Boston 2030
Boston Transportation Department

Mode shift goals: increase transit by 33%, increase walking 
by 50%, increase biking by 400%, driving down by 50%, 

Oak Square to Packard’s 
Corner Rapid Bus 

I-90 Newton Urban Rail West Station Rapid Bus 
to LMA, Kendall, Harvard

Bike network projects



Carbon Free Boston/Climate Action Plan Update
Environment Department

The 2019 Climate Action Plan Update sets the stage for Boston’s 
transition to carbon neutrality and
describes our work plan for the next five years. The steps most 
relevant to the WACSZ are:

● Adopt a zero net carbon standard for city-funded 
affordable housing in boston.

● Strengthen green building zoning requirements to a zero 
net carbon standard.

● Improve and expand Active Transportation Infrastructure.
● Encourage mode shift through transportation demand 

management and sustainable parking policies.
● Plan for the deployment of carbon-neutral district energy 

microgrid systems.



Relevant climate-related plans and policies 

DISTRICT AND BUILDING LEVEL
● Green Building Zoning (2007)
● Zero Net Carbon Building Zoning Initiative (ongoing)
● Boston Smart Utilities (2018)
● Allston-Brighton Mobility Study (draft forthcoming)
● Transportation Development Review (ongoing)

http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/planning-initiatives/article-37-green-building-guidelines
http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/planning-initiatives/zero-net-carbon-building-zoning-initiative
http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/planning-initiatives/boston-smart-utilities-project
http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/planning-initiatives/allston-brighton-mobility-study
https://www.boston.gov/departments/transportation/transportation-development-review


Green Buildings & Climate Resiliency Zoning
Boston Planning & Development Agency

Existing zoning requires new projects to assess 
and include strategies to mitigate adverse 
human and environmental impacts utilizing the 
US Green Building Council’s LEED standards and 
the City’s Climate Resiliency Checklist.
● Large projects over 50,000 SF
● Holistic approach considering location, site, 

water, energy, materials, indoor 
environmental quality, and design process

● LEED certifiable (minimum) or higher 
including Gold, Platinum, and Net Zero

● Carbon emissions, extreme precipitation, 
extreme heat, and seal level riseE+ Highland St (energy positive / LEED Platinum)



Zero Net Carbon Building Zoning Initiative
Boston Planning & Development Agency

This initiative will assess and identify strategies to 
strengthen green building zoning requirements 
to a zero net carbon standard for new 
construction.

The initiative will consider:
● Low Carbon Buildings - emission targets
● On-site Renewable Energy - minimum standards
● Renewable Energy Procurement - minimum 

requirements and reporting protocols
● Update Article 37 including thresholds, credits, 

minimum LEED standard and reporting

"This carbon reduction plan works hand-in-hand 
with Climate Ready Boston, our initiative to 
prepare our neighborhoods for the impacts we 
know we will face as a result of climate change...”

Mayor, Martin J. Walsh

https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2019/12/02_20161206_executivesummary_digital.pdf


Boston Smart Utilities
Boston Planning & Development Agency

The Smart Utilities Program has resulted in 
engineering and policy recommendations for water, 
energy, telecommunication, and transit infrastructure.

For all Article 80 projects, including along Western 
Avenue:

- Green infrastructure to mitigate 1.25 inches of 
stormwater over impervious area for private
development projects over 100,000 square feet. 

- Smart street light infrastructure when 
sidewalks are rebuilt.

- District energy microgrids feasibility 
assessments and planning for projects over 1.5 
million square feet.



Allston-Brighton Mobility Study
Boston Planning & Development Agency

● Expand the transit 
network

● Improve the bike network
● Increase walkability
● Enhance the main street 

and neighborhood street 
experience

● Simplify intersections for 
all users

● Increase tree canopy on 
key corridors.

Western Avenue Corridor 
Study Area



Transportation Development Review
Boston Transportation Department

At the end of the large project review 
process, the developer signs a legal 
agreement with the Boston Transportation 
Department (BTD) called a Transportation 
Access Plan Agreement (TAPA).

Through the transportation development 
review, the following guidelines and 
policies guide the development:
● Bike Parking Guidelines
● Electric Vehicle Readiness Policy
● Transportation Demand Management 
● Parking Ratio Maximums (in progress)

http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-review/large-projects
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2020/02/2020%20Bike%20Parking%20Guidelines_0.pdf
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2020/09/EV%20Readiness%20Policy%20For%20New%20Developments_1_1.pdf
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2020/02/TDM%20MENU%20OF%20OPTIONS%20_0.pdf


How do you typically move around the Western Avenue study area?

● I walk everywhere!
● I bike
● I use public transit
● I use carshare (Uber, Lyft, etc)
● I drive
● A combination of many modes

Poll Question 4



Summary of Key Points for Western Avenue
1. The area is vulnerable to urban heat island conditions. City policy informs strategies 

related to tree canopy and project-level and district-level strategies (e.g. green space) are 
also important.

2. Coastal and riverine flooding is not a major concern until later in the century, but 
should be mitigated in areas at risk of future flooding. Inland flooding is a concern. New 
stormwater infrastructure, combined with redevelopment according to BWSC standards 
and green infrastructure can reduce flooding and pollutant runoff to the river.

3. Boston continues to require and encourage higher standards of sustainability at the 
building level. New projects should meet higher green building and zero net carbon 
standards.

4. Enhancing mobility options is one of the main focuses.  Identify strategies to increase 
transit, bicycle and pedestrian mode shares.



How was this meeting?

● Thank you, I learned something today
● I want to follow up on some of these ideas in more detail (feel free to 

elaborate in chat)
● I will set up a follow-up conversation with staff

Poll Question 5
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Sustainability & Resilience Q&A and Discussion
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