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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 2019-09-23 RWDI Reference No.: 1502582 

TO: Geoff Starsiak, Epsilon Associates EMAIL:  GStarsiak@epsilonassociates.com  

FROM: Sonia Beaulieu, RWDI 

Nishat Nourin, RWDI 

    Timothy Wiechers, RWDI             

EMAIL:   Sonia.Beaulieu@rwdi.com  

                Nishat.Nourin@rwdi.com  

                Tim.Wiechers@rwdi.com  

RE:     Subject of Memorandum:  Proposed Design Changes 

    Name of Project:  Washington Village (formerly 235 Old Colony/Boston Yards) 

    Project Location:  Boston, MA 

Dear Geoff, 

As per your request, Rowan Williams Davies & Irwin Inc. (RWDI) has prepared this memorandum to 

comment on the impact of the proposed design changes of the Washington Village development on 

the predicted wind conditions. 

RWDI conducted a wind tunnel study for the Washington Village development in September of 2015.  

The predicted wind conditions around the development were presented in the Final Report “235 Old 

Colony / Boston Yards - Boston, Massachusetts – Pedestrian Wind Consultation, RWDI Project #1502582, 

September 21, 2015”. 

Following the wind tunnel study, RWDI received updated drawings on August 14, 2019.  Images 1 and 2 

show the building massing’s used for the wind tunnel test and a rendering of the modified design, 

respectively.  Based on a review of the new information received, we understand that Buildings A and 

B, as identified in Image 1, will now be combined into one building, while the open green space will be 

relocated to the east of Building C.  The new building will also increase in height by approximately 15 

feet. No other massing changes were noted. 

With the modified design in place, the predicted wind conditions at grade around the site are 

anticipated to remain generally consistent with the previous findings.  Slightly higher wind activity is 

predicted in the open green space and on the north side of Building E due to increased exposure, 

reduced east tower setback of Building C and channeling of prevailing winds.  However, wind speeds 

are anticipated to be suitable for active pedestrian use (i.e., a mean speed category of ‘Walking’). 

Furthermore, the wind conditions in the courtyard behind Building A are anticipated to improve.  Wind 

conditions elsewhere on the site are not anticipated to be negatively affected by the modified design.   
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WASHINGTON VILLAGE     SAMUELS & ASSOCIATES 1

SHADOW STUDY - MARCH 21
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WASHINGTON VILLAGE     SAMUELS & ASSOCIATES 2
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SHADOW STUDY - JUNE 21
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http://maps.bostonredevelopmentauthority.org/zoningviewer/?climate=true
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