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MINUTES
BOSTON CIVIC DESIGN COMMISSION

The meeting of the Boston Civic Design Commission was held on Tuesday, February 4, 2020, starting
in Room #900, Boston City Hall, and beginning at 5:15 p.m. Members in attendance were Deneen
Crosby, Linda Eastley, David Hacin, Eric Hi:iweler, Mikyoung Kim, Andrea Leers, David Manfredi, Paul
McDonough, and Kirk Sykes. Absent were, Anne-Marie Lubeanu, and William Rawn. Elizabeth Stifel,
Executive Director of the Commission, was present. Representatives of the BSA attended. Eva
Jermyn from the Department of Neighborhood Development attended. Alexa Pinard and Natalie
Punzak were present for the BPDA.
The Chair, Andrea Leers, announced that this was the meeting of the Boston Civic Design
Commission that meets the first Tuesday of every month and welcomed all persons interested in
attending. She added thanks to the Commissioners for the contribution of their time to the
betterment of the City and its Public Realm. This hearing was duly advertised on Friday, January 24,
2020, in the BOSTON HERALD.
The first item was the approval of the January 14, 2020 Monthly Meeting Minutes, and the Design
Committee Minutes from meetings on January 21, 2020. A motion was made, seconded, and it was
duly

VOTED: To approve the January 14 and 21, 2020 BCDC Meeting Minutes.

Votes were passed for signature. The next item was the presentation of the 2019 BCDC Annual
Report, which can be found on the BPDA website. In 2019, the BCDC recommended approval for 28
projects across 15 Boston neighborhoods. Through more than 118 hours in Monthly and Design
Committee meetings, the Commission reviewed and approved more than $6.8 billion of
development and 24+ acres of net new open space. Last year, the Commission also adopted
Principles and Priorities, which include:
• Accessible Open Space: The Commission encourages each project to provide thoughtful,
public open space that addresses human and ecological resiliency, prioritizes street-level
improvements, and responds to the site and neighborhood context.
• Height, Scale, and Massing: The Commission will encourage growth that responds to the
scale and massing of surrounding properties, sustains the quality of life and distinctive
physical character of the city, and supports neighborhoods in ways that citizens value.
• Parking and Mobility: Above-grade parking is a challenge to the vitality of the public realm
and should be convertible to future non-parking use and shielded from public view by active
uses. Public transit and new mobility scenarios should be considered in all development
projects.
• Design Creativity: The Commission strongly encourages creative problem solving that
reflects the unique qualities of Boston's fabric and public realm as well as the city's identity
as a global center of leading edge innovation.

