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City’s Strategy of Multiple Layers of Protection: Guidelines & Zoning

NEW DEVELOPMENT

RETROFITS TO EXISTING DEVELOPMENT

Image Source: Climate Ready Charlestown

Climate Ready Charlestown:
Long-term flood protection systems 
for the Sullivan Square waterfront 



Zoning Guidelines Document

• Protect against risks to life safety and property 
damage, and conserve the value of land and 
buildings.

• Ensure existing zoning does not inhibit resilient 
design and upgrades.

• Specific zoning definitions, dimensional and use 
provisions to facilitate resilience.

Role of Zoning and Guidelines

• Provide specific design direction on 
implementing resilience measures for new 
construction and retrofits.

• Illustrate flood protection measures in 
Boston context. 

• Guide development in Zoning Overlay



Coastal Resilience Design Guidelines & Zoning

I. Review of Best Practices

II. Review of Zoning Code, Overlays, 
State Regs

III. Internal Stakeholder Meetings

IV. Focus Groups

V. Public Engagement

VI. Draft Zoning Recommendations & 
Guidelines
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Coastal Flood Resilience Zoning Overlay

• Article 80 Resiliency Review & 
Guidelines 

• Building Height (SLR-DFE)
• Gross Floor Area
• Lot Coverage & Setbacks
• Essential & Hazardous Uses


