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June 27, 2016

I-90 ALLSTON INTERCHANGE PROJECT

PLACEMAKING STUDY

City of Boston

Task Force Meeting
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Task Force Agenda

Á PlacemakingStudy: Purpose and Process

Á Placemaking Standards:Draft Recommendations
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V Task 1: Analysis of existing planning and development context

V Task 2:Identification of urban design and planning principles

V Task 3:Compatibility of current MassDOT design with placemaking

principles and economic opportunities

V Task 4: Creation and testing of alternative open spaces and development patterns

Current Focus

Á Task 5:Analysis of multi-modal systems and connections to transit

Á Task 6:Creation of planning framework 

PlacemakingStudy: Purpose and Process

òProvidea criticalevaluationof theproposedMassDOTI-90 roadwayand

transit infrastructureto ensure that it does not precludea range of

successfulurbandesign,economicdevelopmentandneighborhoodplanning

outcomesin thefuture.ó
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1. Creation of a dynamic, mixed-use TOD district

Å Walkable and human scaled 

Å Connections to Charles River

Å Links to surrounding neighborhoods

Å Supportive of mixed use development 

2. Significant expansion of regional transit service

Å Creation of West Station as a regional transportation hub

Å Multiple transit choices: BRT, DMUs, buses, shuttles and commuter rail

3. Enhancement of Interstate reliability

Å Replace obsolete viaduct 

Å Improve alignments

Å ITS technology and information enhancements

City Goals
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Study Area
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Study Context

Á MassDOT Alternative 3K-4

Á Community process

Á Task Force meetings

Á Community and advocate concepts

Á Stakeholders

Á Harvard University 

(principal landowners)

Á Boston University

Á DCR

Á others

Alternative 3K-4
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Key Community PlacemakingIssues

Å Integrated open space network with expanded riverfront park  

Å Shared use path connection to Charles River, Cambridge, Memorial Drive via Grand 

Junction Bridge 

Å Quality of West Station as a landmark and transit-oriented district center with safe 

and inviting access from all directions

Å Alternatives for highway/rail alignments at the òthroató

ÅWalkability and pedestrian environment relative to roadway width 

ÅUnite Allstonõs north and south neighborhoods by connecting Cambridge Street and 

Commonwealth Avenue

Å Decking over the highway and railyards to reduce noise and air pollution and create 

a place for buildings, parks and connections

Å Transformation of Cambridge Street into a vibrant neighborhood street with 

protected bike lanes

Å Interim conditions and phasing of infrastructure and development
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Key Community Issues Mapped
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MassDOT Alternative 3K-4
Evolution of the I-90 Interchange Design 
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Evolution of I-90 Interchange Design 

portation and Mobility Review: 

Comments and Observations


