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Source: Dorchester HistoricalSociety
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1. Station Area Plan Summary Discussion

a. Community Vision

b. Prosperity

c. Home

d. Place

e. Getting Around

f. Parks and Public Space

g. Quality of Life

h. Implementation Actions

2. Open House Preparation

3. Next Steps

WAG Agenda
Four Corners/Geneva Avenue Visioning Forum
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July WAG

September Open 
House and WAG
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Vision Statement:

The Four Corners/GenevaAvenue Station Area
is a safe and walkable community with active
and thriving Main Streets districts that are
supportedby diverseresidentialneighborhoods,
excellent transit access,and high quality open
spaces.

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14
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Community Goals:

Thegoalsof the communityvisionare to:
ÅStrengthenneighborhood-servingcommercialandculturalactivity

in the Station Area Main Streets districts, Four Corners and
BowdoinGeneva,andenhancedistrict gateways
ÅMinimize displacementand expandchoicesfor current residents

andbusinessesto prosperandpreservecommunitydiversity
ÅReinforce the residential community with safe and walkable

streetsandhighqualityparks
ÅProvide new equitable workforce and senior housing

opportunities near the station and Main Streets districts to
supportvitality
ÅActivate and reinforce direct pedestrianand bicycleconnections

betweenthe centersof activityandthe rail stationentries

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14
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Strategies for economic development:

Buildprosperity for current residentsandbusinesses:
ÅLeveragenew private investment and developmentwith targeted

assistanceto adjacentexistingproperties

ÅConsiderMain Streets districts more holistically and encourage
private investmentwithin an overalldistrict frameworkςreinforce
commercialnodes,residentialinfill, activegroundfloor

ÅConcentrateandadddestinationsfor retail, cultural,smallbusiness,
entrepreneurialandtrainingactivity in the Main Streetsdistricts

ÅReinforcelocal-serving businessesby promoting local shops and
restaurants,expandingvarietyandconnectingbusinesses/residents

ÅLeveragevacant lots to reinforce redevelopmentand open space
strategies

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14
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Strategies for economic development:

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14
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Strategies for economic development:

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14
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(10-18 Bowdoin Proposed Project)

(Viet-Aid Approved Project)

(Viet-Aid Approved Project)

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14
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Å Disorganized multi-
tenant signage

Å Building base in 
need of repair/new 
storefronts

Å Façade details not 
coordinated ς
siding orientation, 
shutters, etc.

Å Strong cornice line

Å Street landscape 
could be improved

Å Irregular building 
and façade 
geometry

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14
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Å Strengthen building base with new 
materials and storefront systems

Å Evenly space storefront bays as much 
as possible

Å Reinforce consistent sign band and 
encourage similar signs for multiple 
tenants

Å Reinforce façade division of base, 
middle and top

Å Add window trim, remove shutters, 
reorient all siding to be vertical, add 
trim between floors

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14

POTENTIAL GUIDANCE FOR REINVESTMENT:
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Strategies for housing and neighborhood improvements:

Encourageneighborhoodvitality by:
ÅEncouragemultifamily infill developmentat scaleappropriate

to the neighborhoodandaligncurrentzoning

ÅFocusnew housingin the Main Streetsdistricts aboveactive
groundfloor usesto addvitality andactivity

ÅLeveragevacant lots for infill housing targeted to middle
incomeandseniorresidents

ÅRetaindiversityand relativeaffordabilityof StationArearental
and owner housingthrough homeownerassistance,and new
workforceandseniorhousing

ÅImprove existing housing quality and sustainability with
renovationassistanceprograms

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14
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Strategies for housing and neighborhood improvements:

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14
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Strategies for enhancing the sense of place and community:

Expandplacemakingopportunities through:
ÅTarget public realm improvements at locations of private

investmentto leveragethe transformationandreinforcenodes

ÅConnect a sense of place directly and continuously from
Station entry gateways to Main Streets districts with
streetscape,signage,andart installations

ÅPreserveand improveexistingbuildings,facadesandcharacter
aspart of newinvestmentanddevelopment

ÅEnhancevibrancyof Main Streetsdistricts as destinationsfor
shopping,training,food andgathering

ÅReinforcecontinuityof groundfloor useandstorefront activity
in Main Streetscommercialnodes

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14
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Strategies for enhancing the sense of place and community:

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14
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Strategies for enhanced and safe circulation and connections:

Reinforceconnectivityandmobility by:
ÅIncrease neighborhood walkability and pedestrian

environment

ÅReinforce public realm connection to Stations focusing on
pedestrianimprovementsto GenevaandWashington

ÅEnhancestation entrieswith additionalamenities,smallplaza
spaces,improvedaccessibilityandconnections

ÅManage Main Street and neighborhoodparking to support
smallbusinesses,protect residentsandenhancetransit access

ÅImprovecritical intersectionsat Main Streetgateways

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14
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Getting Around
Strategies for enhanced and safe circulation and connections:

Draft for discussion with WAG 7/14


