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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

1.1

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Pursuant to Section 80D-9 of the Boston Zoning Code (the “Code”), Wentworth Institute of
Technology, Inc. (“Wentworth”) submits this Institutional Master Plan Notification Form
(“IMPNF”) to the Boston Planning and Development Agency (“BPDA”) to commence the
process for amending the approved Wentworth Institutional Master Plan 2010-2020
(“Wentworth IMP” or “IMP”) to include the construction and operation of a new Multi-
Purpose Academic Building on its campus (the “Project”). The Project is an outgrowth and
modification of a project previously described in the Wentworth IMP and, therefore,
requires an amendment to the Wentworth IMP pursuant to Section 80D-9 of the Code (the
“Amendment”). No other changes to the Wentworth IMP are requested at this time.

The Wentworth IMP was approved by the Boston Redevelopment Authority (“BRA,” now
“BDPA”) on December 14, 2010, by the Boston Zoning Commission on January 19, 2011
and by Mayor Thomas M. Menino on January 20, 2011. The Wentworth IMP has a term of
ten (10) years and included five projects that were anticipated to be undertaken during the
current term. Those five projects are:

(1) the Flanagan Campus Center at Beatty Hall;
(2) the 18,000 sf academic addition to the Ira Allen Building at 540 Parker Street;
(3) The Student Apartments @ 525 Huntington Avenue;

(4) a proposed new soccer field above 330 surface parking spaces (“New Sweeney
Field”); and

(5) a new 45,000 sf academic facility to be located on the Campus Quadrangle (the
“Quad”) at the site of Willson Hall.

Wentworth has completed the first three of these projects. The Flanagan Campus Center
represents a significant expansion of space to draw students onto campus for cultural and
social activities including a fully renovated café space, a modern fitness center, and an
improved library updated to serve today’s students’ needs including private group study
spaces, worktop areas designed with plenty of room for laptops as well as traditional study
materials, and also comfortable sitting pods for quiet - but not isolated - study. The Ira Allen
Building addition provides state-of-the-art teaching labs, collaboration spaces, and offices to
support Wentworth's cutting edge curriculum in engineering and technology. The Student
Apartments @ 525 opened in fall 2014 and provides 305 beds for Wentworth students
styled as fully amenitized apartments aimed at retaining upper class students who might
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otherwise look to move off-campus in search of full-service apartments. These additions to
Wentworth’s campus have played an integral role in Wentworth’s transformation into a
residential campus. Inclusive of these projects, since 2000, Wentworth has added just over
1,000 beds on its campus. This student housing, along with the other on-campus amenities,
is strategically and carefully designed to not only provide Wentworth students with on-
campus housing, but also to provide Wentworth students with the full suite of living and
learning amenities required and desired for today’s college (and graduate) students.

The fourth IMP project, New Sweeney Field, was to be completed in conjunction with a
“Potential Future Project” described in the IMP, which envisioned the development of a
commercial research and development/office project on the 3.03-acre site of the Sweeney
Athletic Field at 500 Huntington Avenue (“500 Huntington Project”). The IMP noted that, if
pursued, the approval process for the 500 Huntington Project would be initiated and
reviewed through either an amendment to the IMP or through a Planned Development Area
(PDA) designation.

In 2013, Wentworth proceeded with plans for the 500 Huntington Project pursuant to a
PDA designation. The PDA was approved by the BRA as Planned Development Area No.
93 on September 12, 2013, and approves the development of up to 640,000 sf of floor area
with a mix of uses, including College or University uses (to be added, when developed, to
the Wentworth IMP), Office, Restaurant, Cultural, Retail/Commercial, Parking, Research
and Development, Day Care, and Laboratory Space. Wentworth was the proposed anchor
of the 500 Huntington Project and would occupy 94,000 square feet of space, of which
Wentworth planned to use 78,400 square feet for the Center for Interdisciplinary Innovation
with a major focus on research and education in the area of applied research and product
development.

From 2013 through 2015, Wentworth pursued the advancement of the 500 Huntington
Project with a broker, and selected a development partner. Subsequent negotiations did not
result in advancement of that project, which is currently on hold until such time as market
conditions produce a suitable development partner.

New Sweeney Field, the new soccer field on a single level deck above 330 surface spaces
that would replace the existing Sweeney Field (site of the 500 Huntington Project), was
advanced through the BRA Article 80 process. The BRA issued a Scoping Determination on
February 2, 2015 waiving further review of the New Sweeney Field Project. Because New
Sweeney Field is only made necessary by the advancement of the 500 Huntington Project,
it will be constructed to replace Sweeney Field when the 500 Huntington Project moves
forward.
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1.2

THE NEED FOR AN IMP AMENDMENT

The Project described herein is an outgrowth and modification of the fifth proposed project
in the Wentworth IMP. The Project enlarges and relocates the project identified in the IMP
as the 45,000 square foot Center for Engineering and Technology (to be located on and
adjacent to Willson Hall) with an approximately 69,000 gross square foot academic
building in the area currently occupied by three outdoor tennis courts located between
Watson Hall and Nelson Recreation Center/Tansey Gymnasium on Parker Street.

The Project will be known as the Wentworth Multipurpose Academic Building (the “MpA
Building”), and is subject to Article 80B Large Project Review, which has been commenced
concurrently with the filing of this IMPNF. A Letter of Intent for the MpA Building Project,
dated December 15, 2016, was filed with the BPDA as required under the Executive Order
entitled, “An Order Relative to the Provision of Mitigation by Development Projects in
Boston.”

The Project is a response to the next evolution in the collegiate study of several engineering
disciplines that requires modern academic space for Wentworth’s existing students.
Wentworth’s curriculum is transitioning from a focus on engineering technology to
engineering and innovation in such areas as biological engineering. This transition requires
new and different teaching and learning spaces with configurations that promote
collaboration and interdisciplinary approaches to solving the technical challenges of our
day. In order to meet the needs of its students and faculty, Wentworth developed a plan to
locate the MpA Building in an area of campus that is currently undeveloped in order to
maintain the academic space in Kingman and Willson Halls, preserve approximately 80 on-
site parking spaces, and to consolidate a number of engineering programs into a single
building. The Project represents a net increase of approximately 24,000 gross square feet of
academic space over the previously described Center for Engineering and Technology (the
“IMP Project”). Though modest and without material impacts in comparison to the prior
IMP Project, the increase in gross floor area and the change in location of the MpA building
requires an amendment to the IMP. Figure 1-1, Institutional Master Plan Projects, shows the
location of the various projects described in the Wentworth IMP. The arrow in the center of
Figure 1-1 points to the location of the proposed Project, which is to replace the Center for
Engineering & Technology project previously proposed at location D. Figure 1-2 provides
an obligue view of the Project Site.
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Boston, Massachusetts Figure 3-8
East Elevation
Source: Leers Weinzapfel Associates, 2016
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West Elevation
Source: Leers Weinzapfel Associates, 2016
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