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Simultaneous Cantonese and Mandarin interpretation service is being provided for this meeting. 

To switch to the Cantonese and Mandarin audio channel, please select "interpretation' located at the 

bottom of your screen. 

For the Mandarin audio channel, please select ɈChineseɉ.

For the Cantonese audio channel, please select ɈGermanɉ.

Language Interpretation Services



Å The BPDA paused the public review process 

for all development projects and planning 

initiatives in March as a result of the Covid -19 

public health crisis.

Å The BPDA resumed public meetings virtually 

for Article 80 development projects on a pilot -

basis at the end of June, using the Zoom 

platform.

Å For more information on the BPDAɅs Covid-19 

Response, please visit the following link: 

https://bit.ly/BPDACovid -19

BPDAɅs Covid-19 Response

https://bit.ly/BPDACovid-19


Here are some tips on using Zoom for first -time users. Your controls should 

be available at the bottom of the screen . Clicking on these symbols 

activates different features:
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Zoom Tips 

Mute/unmute 
you will remain muted until a 
host gives you access
If you dialed in from your phone, 
dial *6 to mute/unmute yourself

Turn video on/off
your video will remain off  until a
host gives you access

Raise Hand 
ask for audio/video permission at 
the end of presentation
If you dialed in from your phone, 
dial *9 to raise your hand

Q & A
may be used to provide written 
questions and comments during 
the presentation and question and 
answer session



The BPDA will be recording this meeting and posting it on BPDAɅs webpage for those who 

are unable to attend the Zoom meeting live. Please note, it is possible that participants may 

be recording the meeting with their phone cameras or other devices. If you do not wish to 

be recorded during the meeting, please ensure that your microphone and camera are off.

Meeting Recording



During the BPDAɅs presentation, all microphones will be muted. 

After the presentation is over, please raise your hand and we will take your 

questions orally in the order that hands were raised. 
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Meeting Format

Raise Hand 
ask for audio/video permission at 
the end of presentation
If you dialed in from your phone, 
dial *9 to raise your hand



ÅPlease be respectful of one another.

ÅParticipants will be muted during the presentation to avoid background 

noise. 

ÅWe ask that participants limit their questions and comments to two 

minutes so that all may participate in the discussion.

ÅDuring Q & A session, please wait until all attendees have had the 

opportunity to ask a question before asking a second question/comment.

Powerpoint

http://www.bostonplans.org/planning/urban -renewal/overview
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Virtual Meeting Etiquette



Å Chris Breen 
Urban Renewal Manager

Å Mary Knasas
Senior Downtown Planner 

Å Kelly Sherman 
North End Planner

Å Jay Ruggiero
Community Engagement Manager

Å Martin Serrano
Legal Assistant

Å Chris Busch
Senior Waterfront Planner

Å Melissa Lo
Cantonese Interpreter

Å Tina Wang
Mandarin Interpreter

Panelists/ Electeds /Press



Urban Renewal Area Agenda

1. ϥntroductionʋ

2. Background on Urban Renewal

3. Urban Renewal Basics

4. Review: DTWF

5. Question and Answer
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Introduction



Christopher Breen, Urban Renewal Manager

Under direction of the Deputy Chief of Staff, 

Christopher manages projects and 

coordinate with interdepartmental staff on 

research and accountability measure related 

to Urban Renewal, including the oversight of 

Land Disposition Agreements (LDAɅs), the 

disposition of BRA -owned land, and other 

matters involving BRA assets. Christopher 

also works on special projects, as assigned. 

Who am I? 

11
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My Background
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My Background:
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My Background:
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How Urban Renewal Affected My Life:



But why are we here?



Urban Renewal 
Community 
Engagement
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Urban Renewal Community Engagement - Group 1

North Station Park Plaza Kittredge 
Square

Brunswick -King
CBD School 

Franklin
CBD Boylston 

Essex
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Urban Renewal Community Engagement - Group 2

Government
Center

Campus High 
School

South Station

South Cove Fenway
Downtown 
Waterfront 
Faneuil Hall
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Urban Renewal Community Engagement - Group 3

Charlestown South End

Washington 
Park

West EndWest End



Å Touch on the historical rationale for 

Urban Renewal.

Å Discuss Urban Renewal toolkit. 

Å Talk about boundary changes, 

modification

to goals  within each plan and the 

possibility of extension/sunsetting.

Å Show the public LDA & BPDA owned 

inventory.

Å Discuss remaining objectives.

Civic Engagement Goals (Round 1)



02

Background on 
Urban Renewal



What is Urban 

Renewal?



Å Five million people 

are still living in 

slums and firetraps. 

Three million families 

share their home 

with others

ɀPresident Truman
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Å The Federal Government began to 

invest great sums of money to 

redevelop cities that were rapidly 

declining after World War II. 

Å Early Urban Renewal efforts attempted 

to tackle widespread blight by often 

using tools to assemble land for 

infrastructure and public facilities to 

attract jobs and upper middle -class 

residents back to cities.

Å Policy with development tools attached.



Nationally ɀUS Cities
Å Housing Act of 1937 - (i.e. Housing Authorities ɀ

eminent domain)

Å In post -World War America, Immigrants arrive from 
a destabilized Europe in great numbers as 
industrialization slows. African Americans continue 
to move North to escape Jim Crow Era Policy.

Å US Financial ϥnstitutions are engaging in ɄRedliningɅ 
practices creating a lack of home ownership and 
investment in many urban communities. 

Å By 1949, cities begin bleeding white middle -class 
residents into the suburbs Ʉwhite-flightɅ. (Gϥ Bill)

Å Rise of the automobile and growth of US highway 
system sends investments into the suburbs



ÅMayor Curley lowers taxes in 
neighborhoods and increases the tax rate 
downtown for businesses (to the highest 
rate amongst major cities). 

ÅNo money for city services in the 
neighborhoods and no jobs downtown 
(Red-light District). 

ÅMoodyɅs downgraded BostonɅs bond rating 
from A to Baa which is near Junk Level and 
on the brink of bankruptcy in 1949.

Locally - Boston



Eisenhower Amendment for 
Federal Housing Act

BostonɅs First Urban Renewal 
Plan: New York Streets

1954

1949

Federal Housing Act

Boston Redevelopment 
Authority formed as 

Successor to BHA

West End

1957

1958

Whitney Street

North Harvard and 
Tremont Mason

1962

Government Center, 
Downtown Waterfront, 
Charlestown, Fenway, 

South Cove, South End, 
and Washington Park

1963 - 65

1968

Central Business 
Districts (Boylston Essex, 
School Franklin, South 

Station) and St. Botolph

Brunswick King, Campus High 
School, Central Business 
District (Bedford West), 

Kittredge Square, Park Plaza 
and Summer Street

Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974

1970 - 73

1974

North Station

1980



Ten Year ExtensionWhitney Street Expires

1999

1994

Tremont Mason 
Street Expires

2002 2009

St. BotolphExpires

20112005

North Harvard and 
Bedford West Expire

20182015

Six Year Extension

2016

Urban Renewal 
Community Process Begins

Summer Street Expires

[5!Ωǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ 
and catalogued

New York 
Streets Expires

2019

2021

DHCD Letter and 
Community Process



1949 

American Housing 
Act: 

Origin of 
Urban Renewal



1950Ʌs

Boston



1950Ʌs- Boston

ÅFrom 1950 -60 Boston lost 13% of its 
population (over 100k in 10 years and 250k in 
30 years.) 

ÅLoss of 48k jobs in manufacturing & 14k 
downtown finance jobs. Contributing to an 8% 
drop in city -wide employment. 

ÅMeanwhile Greater Boston jobs increased by 
22%. 

ÅBoston has the lowest median family income 
of the nationɅs largest cities.



Boston is like an apple 

with a shiny skin, rotten 

at the core.
- Robert Ryan, Pioneer of the Industrial ParkConcept 1950



BostonɅs Population (1900 ɀ2015)



ÅNew York Streets 
(BHA)

ÅWest End 
(Planned by BHA)

ÅWhitney Streets

ÅNorth Harvard


