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APPENDIX C
COMMENT LETTERS FROM THE COMMUNITY
AND RESPONSES FROM EMERSON COLLEGE







































8/15/2016

City of Boston Mail - Opposition to Emersen request for a dorm at 12 Hemenway

3. We are concerned that, after Emerson’s two (2) years of use, the property will become a de

facto dorm filled with unsupervised students. This result is quite likely, given the owners likely
desire to continue a dorm-like revenue stream. The owners of 12 Hemenway will simply not be
able to generate comparable income via a different usage given their $12.5 million purchase of
the building in 2014.

4. Additionally, the building may not be up to code for dormitory use. If it requires costly
renovations the investor/owners are more likely to seek to continue utilizing the property as a
dorm in order to recoup their investment. The BRA should not be in the business of subsidizing a
private party’s financial decision through the misuse of the IMP process.

5. We do not want to lose another local building in the middle of the neighborhood to student
housing. We are also frustrated by the increasing loss of diverse mixes of use in the
neighborhood; a youth hostel allows visitors to stay and enjoy the city and the offerings of the
Fenway for an affordable price.

6. We are concerned that Emerson students will be unfairly burdened by a subpar value
proposition where they will possibly be forced to live in a SRO-type building at above-market
price.

7. Ultimately it would be more appropriate for the school to seek temporary lodging in their
immediate neighborhood. Ultimately the Fenway needs more truly affordable housing, not more
off footprint dormitories.

For all these reasons we are asking the BRA to deny the portion of Emmerson’s IMP amendment request
that seeks to create a dormitory at 12 Hemenway Street.

Richard Giordano

Director of Community Organizing

Fenway Community Development Corporation

70 Burbank St., Lower Level

Boston MA 02115

P. 617-267-4637 x18

F. 617 267 8591

E. rgiordano@fenwaycdc.org

W. http://www.fenwaycde.org

httns-//mail.anoale.com/mail/?ui=28&ik=93e4{31433&view=pt&search=inbox&th=1567ae0f1b0bbbfb&sim|=1567ae0f1b0b6bE&simi=15680e807fd459fd&simi=. ..
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Richard Giordano <RGiordano@fenwaycdc.org> Fri, Aug 12, 2016 at 5:19 PM
To: "Michael Rooney (Michael. Rooney@Boston.gov)" <Michael.Rooney@boston.gov>, "Jacob Wessel
(Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov)" <Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov>, "Josh Zakim (Josh.Zakim@boston.gov)"
<Josh.Zakim@boston.gov>, "Byron.Rushing@mahouse.gov" <Byron.Rushing@mahouse.gov>, "Jay Livingstone
(Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov)' <Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov>, "William Brownsberger
(William,Brownsberger@masenate.gov)" <William.Brownsberger@masenate.gov>

Cc: "Nicholas Carter (nicholas.carter@boston.gov)" <nicholas.carter@boston.gov>, "Elizabeth.Corcoran-Hunt@state. ma.us"
<Elizabeth.Corcoran-Hunt@state.ma.us>, "Caitlin Duffy (caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov)" <caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov>,
“barbara.miranda@masenate.gov" <barbara.miranda@masenate.gov>, "Joyce T. Linehan (joyce.linehan@boston.gov)"
<joyce.linehan@hoston.gov>

Dear Fenway Folks,

Be aware that the close of the BRA comment period is the end of Monday, August 15®, So you have
ONEMORE DAY to tell the BRA and our elected officials that you are joining Fenway CDC in strong
opposition to Emerson’s plan to house one hundred and fifteen (115) students at 12 Hemenway Street
for two (2) years. Join at least 17 of your neighbors who have already done so.

You can send in your comments of opposition by hitting reply all, writing in your thoughts and then
hitting send. The email will only go to the BRA, the officials in the CC box and Fenway CDC.

Tell the BRA that you oppose the Emerson dorm request for the following reasons:

1. This is another example of an institution expanding its footprint without regard for
community impact. The Fenway neighborhood has been overwhelmed by the number of students
in the area. Adding 115 more students to Hemenway Street will worsen the already-heavy foot
traffic and noise, making life more unpleasant for neighbors.

2. We oppose the general concept of a non-Fenway institution master-leasing a building for the
purposes of creating a dorm in the Fenway through an amendment of their Institutional Master
Plan (IMP). This is a misguided use of the IMP process that imposes an unfair burden on the
Fenway neighborhood.

3. We are concerned that, after Emerson’s two (2) years of use, the property will become a de
facto dorm filled with unsupervised students. This result is quite likely, given the owners likely
desire to continue a dorm-like revenue stream. The owners of 12 Hemenway will simply not be
able to generate comparable income via a different usage given their $12.5 million purchase of
the building in 2014,

4. Additionally, the building may not be up to code for dormitory use. If it requires costly
renovations the investor/owners are more likely to seck to continue utilizing the property as a
dorm in order to recoup their investment. The BRA should not be in the business of subsidizing a
private party’s financial decision through the misuse of the IMP process.

5. We do not want to lose another local building in the middle of the neighborhood to student
housing. We are also frustrated by the increasing loss of diverse mixes of use in the
neighborhood; a youth hostel allows visitors to stay and enjoy the city and the offerings of the
Fenway for an affordable price.

6. We are concerned that Emerson students will be unfairly burdened by a subpar value
proposition where they will possibly be forced to live in a SRO-type building at above-market
hitns-/imail anocle comimail/2ui=28ik=93e4{314338view=nt&search=inbox&th=1567ae0f b0bBbiESsim = 1567ae0fb0b6bI6&sim = 15680e807id450fd&simI=...  13/18
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price.

7. Ultimately it would be more appropriate for the school to seek temporary lodging in their
immediate neighborhood. Ultimately the Fenway needs more truly affordable housing, not more
off footprint dormitories.

For all these reasons we are asking the BRA to deny the portion of Emmerson’s IMP amendment request
that seeks to create a dormitory at 12 Hemenway Street.

Richard Giordano

Director of Community Organizing

Fenway Community Development Corporation
70 Burbank St., Lower Level

Boston MA 02115

P. 617-267-4637 x19

F. 617 267 8591

E. rgiordano@fenwaycdc.org

W, http://www.fenwaycdc.org

Sherrie Look net <slookner@aol.com> Fri, Aug 12, 2016 at 6:24 PM
To: Richard Giordano <RGiordano@fenwaycdc.org>

Ce: "Michael Rooney (Michael. Rooney@Boston.gov)" <Michael.Rooney@boston.gov>, "Jacob Wessel
(Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov)' <Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov>, "Josh Zakim (Josh.Zakim@boston.gov)"
<Josh,Zakim@boston.gov>, “Byron.Rushing@mahouse.gov" <Byron,Rushing@mahouse.gov>, "Jay Livingstone
{(Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov)" <Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov>, "William Brownsberger
(William,Brownsberger@masenate.gov)" <William.Brownsberger@masenate.gov>, "Nicholas Carter
(nicholas.carter@boston.gov)" <nicholas.carter@boston.gov>, "Elizabeth.Corcoran-Hunt@state.ma.us"
<Elizabeth.Corcoran-Hunt@state.ma.us>, "Caitlin Duffy {caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov)" <caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov>,
"barbara.miranda@masenate.gov" <barbara.miranda@masenate.gov>, "Joyce T. Linehan (joyce.linehan@boston.gov)"
<joyce.linehan@boston.gov>

| am writing to tell you the last thing this area needs is more students. The Park on the corner is filled with trash and the
trees and grass are not kept up- the students go flying down the street and sidewalks on bikes and skate boards
coming close to getting killed or Killing someone else. the noise on the street at night is incredible and for the last year
and continuing the streets are under construction as new huildings are built. Parking has become a joke and there are
only one or 2 parking lots left. During the day u sometimes see polite Boston police handling traffic and if you call them
they respond but who is suppose to handle these new students and the already increasing density? Is their a
commitment for more neighborhood policing

Sent from my iPhone
hitns+/imail.coaale.comimail /U= 2&ik=03e4f314338view=pl&s earch=inbox&h= 1567ae0f1b0bBbG&sim =156 7260 b0bBbB&simI= 15680e807fd450fd&siml=...  14/18
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> On Aug 12, 2016, at 5:17 PM, Richard Giordano <RGiordano@fenwaycdc.org> wrote:
b
> revenue

Iromané@verizon.net <lromanB@verizon.net> Sat, Aug 13, 2016 at 7:45 AM
To: RGiordano@fenwaycdc.org, Michael. Rooney@boston.gov, Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov, Josh.Zakim@boston.gov,
Byron.Rushing@mahouse.gov, Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov, William.Brownsberger@masenate.gov

Cc: nicholas.carter@boston.gov, Elizabeth.Corcoran-Hunt@state.ma.us, caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov,
barbara.miranda@masenate.gov, joyce.linehan@boston.gov

i am joining the Fenway CDC in opposing Emerson's plan for housing one hundred and fifteen students at 12 HemenwaylLiz St.
for 2 years. .

| am disturbed to learn how many families and other working households were displaced for Berklee's student housing in the
past. | support

the Fenway CDC's position to keep families and working people in the Fenway.

Sincerely,

Liza Roman

[Quoted text hidden]

Mathew Thall <matthall@ren.com> Sat, Aug 13, 2016 at 8:57 AM
To: Richard Giordano <RGiordano@fenwaycdc.org>

Cc: "Jay Livingstone (Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov)" <Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov>, "Jacob Wessel
{(Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov)" <Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov>, “Nicholas Carter {nicholas.carter@boston.gov)"
<nicholas.carter@baoston.gov>, "Brownsberger, William (SEN)" <William.Brownsberger@masenate.gov>,
Byron.Rushing@mahouse.gov, “"Josh Zakim (Josh.Zakim@boston.gov)' <Josh.Zakim@boston.gov>, "Joyce T. Linehan
(joyce.linehan@boston.gov)" <joyce.linehan@boston.gov>, barbara.miranda@masenate.gov, Elizabeth.Corcoran-
Hunt@state.ma.us, "Michael Rooney (Michael.Rooney@Boston.gov)" <Michael.Rooney@boston.gov>, "Caitlin Duffy
(caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov)" <caitlin,duffy@mahouse.gov>

i am in full agreement with Fenway CDC'S oppaosition to permitting 12 Hemenway Street to be used as a temporary
dormitory fir Emerson College.

Allowing off-site IMP amendments is a terrible policy. Emerson can and should find housing for its students in
neighborhoods where its facilities are located... and in neighborhoods that are not overwhelmed with students

Mat Thall
73 Hemenway Street

[Quoted text hidden]

Case, Robert <r.case@northeastern.edu> Sun, Aug 14, 2016 at 12:27 PM
To: "Michael Rooney (Michael.Rooney@Boston.gov)' <Michael.Rooney@boston.gov>, "Jacob Wessel
(Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov)' <Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov>, "Josh Zakim (Josh.Zakim@boston.gov)"
<Josh.Zakim@boston.gov>, “Byron.Rushing@mahouse.gov" <Byron.Rushing@mahouse.gov>, "Jay Livingstone
(Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov)" <Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov>, "William Brownsberger
(William.Brownsberger@masenate.gov)" <William.Brownsberger@masenate.gov>

Cc: "Nicholas Carter (nicholas.carter@boston.gov)" <nicholas.carter@boston.gov>, "Elizabeth.Corcoran-Hunt@state.ma.us"
<Elizabeth.Corcoran-Hunt@state.ma.us>, "Caitlin Duffy (caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov)" <caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov>,
"barbara.miranda@masenate.gov" <barbara.miranda@masenate.gov>, "Joyce T. Linehan (joyce.linehan@boston.gov)"
<joyce.linehan@boston.gov>

To our elected and government officials:

We kindly request that you take note of the following letter of Fenway citizens opposing the
amendment of Emerson College's IMP to permit them a temporary dorm at 12 Hemenway St. in

hitne fimail nnonte com imail/2ni=28ik=9324f314338&view=not&search=inbox&th= 1567ae0f1b0bBbi6&sim|=15672e0f 1b0b6bf6 &sim = 15680e807fd459fd&sim]=... 15/18
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the Fenway.

We are optimistic that the reasons for our opposition will accord with your position regarding the
future health of one of Boston's great historic neighborhoods, and that you will do all you can
pursuant to the BRA's denial of Emerson's proposal. Thank you.

Michael Rooney August 12, 2016
Boston Redevelopment Authority

1 City Hall Plaza

Boston, MA 02201

Dear Mr. Rooney:

As Boston citizens, taxpayers, and longtime Fenway residents, we wish to go on record
In opposition to the granting of a zoning amendment to Emerson College’s IMP to establish

a temporary dormitory at 12 Hemenway Street.

First we want to be clear that, while other neighborhoods’ opposition to zoning changes and
amendments may often be based on a desire to prevent diversity in population or economic levels,
that

our opposition here in the Fenway arises from exactly the opposite motive.

The Emerson request is, however unintentionally, a clear threat to the multicultural, racial, and
economic diversity of the Fenway. This neighborhood is a historic jewel of Boston...racially
integrated, welcoming to newcomers and varying lifestyles, rich in amenities for its elders, and an
incubator of education and the arts for students and all the other residents. These residents
represent every economic level. We like to think that the neighborhood is especially rich in
opportunity and resources for the low and moderate income residents among us.

The Fenway is currently being squeezed in an economic vise. One side of this vise consists in the
excessive increase in luxury housing, which accommodates only the most wealthy, and which
makes the housing unaffordable to low and moderate and even middle income residents. The
other side of the vise is the unrestricted growth of the student population, which has the same
effect on the housing. The Emerson proposal, from an institution whose footprint is not now in the
Fenway, would represent one more turn of the economic vise which is squeezing affordability and
vibrancy from the neighborhood, and driving out longtime residents.

12 Hemenway Street is currently a reasonably-priced hostel which offers travelers the opportunity
to enjoy the unparalleled cultural institutions of the Fenway and the city of Boston. With the hiatus

httne/imail annnla ram imaili?20i=28ik=934f31433_8 view=nt&search=inbox&th=1567ae0f 1 b0b6bf6&sim = 1567ae0f1b0b6biB&sim|=15680e807fd459fd&siml=...
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which would occur if Emerson’s proposal is granted, this resource for visitors would be de facto
extinguished. The building will inevitably become the object of Real Estate developers and their
number-crunching researchers who have little concern for purpose or diversity, but only for the
maximum profit that the property can yield.

Government at its best has the power to protect its citizens. We urge the Boston Redevelopment
Authority to do this, by rejecting Emerson’s request and encouraging the college to seek housing
more convenient to their geographical core.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
Robert Case 149 Mass. Ave #3 case@neu.edu Stephen Sorkin, 149 Mass. Ave #4

Patricia Harriell, President, First Fenway Cooperative, 143 Mass. Ave #4

Rosaria Salerno, 149 Mass. Ave #6 Steve Harnish, 149 Mass. Ave #1
Helen Cox, 11 Park Drive, #22 Osla de Figueiredo-Case, 149 Mass. Ave #3
Nikki Flionis , 17 Hemenway St., Apt.1 Karla Rideout, 149 Mass. Ave #4

Joanne McKenna, 149 Mass. Ave #1

| f1&]in

Mary Broderick <broderick.mary9@gmail.com> Sun, Aug 14, 2016 at 2:03 PM
To: Richard Giordano <RGiordano@fenwaycdc.org>

Ce: "Michael Rooney (Michael.Rooney @Boston.gov)" <Michael.Rooney@boston.gov=>, "Jacob Wessel
{(Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov)" <Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov>, "Josh Zakim (Josh.Zakim@boston.gov)"
<Josh.Zakim@boston.gov>, "Byron.Rushing@mahouse.gov" <Byron.Rushing@mahouse.gov>, "Jay Livingstone
(Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov)" <Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov>, "William Brownsberger
(William.Brownsberger@masenate.gov)" <William.Brownsherger@masenate.gov>, “Nicholas Carter
(nicholas.carter@boston.gov)" <nicholas.carter@boston.gov>, "Elizabeth.Corcoran-Hunt@state.ma.us"
<Elizabeth.Corcoran-Hunt@state.ma.us>, "Caitlin Duffy (caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov)" <caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov>,
"harbara.miranda@masenate.gov" <barbara.miranda@masenate.gov>, "Joyce T. Linehan (Jjoyce.linehan@boston.gov)"
<joyce.linehan@boston.gov>

Dear City and State Officials

I am writing to oppose Emerson's plan to use 12 Hemenway as a dormitory for their students
because the Fenway neighborhood already has quite a few students. Traffic and noise will
increase on an already burdened street. Cars are often double-parked (during the school year) on
Hemenway St as it is now.

A number of us are also concerned about the strong possibility that the owners will want to
continue renting to students after the two years of use are up, in order to receive the higher

httna-limail annala com/mail/2i=2&ik=93s4131433Rview=pt&search=inbox&th=1567ae0f1b0bbbf6&sim|=1567ae0f1b0b6bfG&sim|=15680e807fd459fd&siml=... 17/18
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income students bring.

Also the building may not be up to code for dormitory use which could cost a lot, another reason
for the owners to continue renting the building as a dorm. We do not agree that the BRA should
subsidize a private party's financial decision through what amounts to a misuse of the IMP

Process.

In addition, we are concerned that Emerson students will be unfairly burdened by a sub-par
value proposition where they will possibly be forced to live in a SRO-type building at above-
market price.

We don't want to lose another local building in the middle of the neighborhood to student
housing. Our diversity has lessened recently due to a youth hostel that allows visitors to stay in
our neighborhood for an affordable price. We are not against hostels of course but the result is
less permanent affordable residences which are sorely needed.

Ultimately it would be more appropriate for the school to seek temporary lodging in their
immediate neighborhood. Ultimately the Fenway needs more truly affordable housing, not more

off footprint dormitories.
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.
best regards

Mary Broderick

[Quoted text hidden]
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Michael Rooney <michael.rooney@boston.gov>

Re: Opposition to Emerson request for a dorm at 12 Hemenway -- Dorm license?

Kathy Greenough <kgreenough@verizon.net> Fri, Aug 12, 2016 at 8:39 PM

To: Richard Giordano <RGiordano@fenwaycdc.org>, “Michael Rooney (Michael. Rooney@Boston.gov)"
<Michael.Rconey@boston.gov>, "Jacob Wessel (Jacob, Wessel@boston.gov)" <Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov>, "Josh Zakim
(Josh.Zakim@boston.gov)" <Josh.Zakim@boston.gov>, "Byron.Rushing@mahouse.gov" <Byron.Rushing@mahouse.gov>,
"Jay Livingstone (Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov)" <Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov>, "William Brownsberger
(William.Brownsberger@masenate.gov)" <William.Brownsberger@masenate.gov>

Cc: "Nicholas Carter (nicholas.carter@boston.gov)" <nichclas.carter@boston.gov>, "Elizabeth.Corcoran-Hunt@state.ma.us"
<Elizabeth.Corcoran-Hunt@state.ma.us>, "Caitlin Duffy (caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov)" <caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov>,
"barbara.miranda@masenate.gov" <barbara.miranda@masenate.gov>, "Joyce T. Linehan (joyce.linehan@boston.gov)"
<joyce.linehan@boston.gov>, Leah Camhi <lcamhi@fenwaycdc.org>, Grace Holley <GHolley@fenwaycdc.org>, Andre
Jones <amjandre@yahoo.com>

Hi Richard,

You, City officials and others may well have already considered this, but if this building is to be used as a dorm, jt
must be licensed as a dorm by the City. As you would imagine, to get that license, a number of strict criteria must be
met, esp. for fire exits, egresses, etc. [f you already have doubts that this building is not up to code (as you say in #4
below) as a possible dorm, there may be significant investments needed to bring it up to code. Perhaps, as | say, the
licensing issue has already been considered, but | thought I'd mention it just in case. Something to keep an eye on,

BU has used 20+ buildings in Audubon Circle for 34 years (since 1982) as dorms, mostly without dorm licenses.....|
don't doubt that the BU buildings are up to code, and we didn't push the licensing issue as we still want the buildings
returned to the open market, as agreed to by BU in writing in 1984, If they were licensed as dorms, our goal would be
that much more difficult.

Best wishes and keep cool this weekend,

Kathy

On 8/12/2016 5:17 PM, Richard Giordano wrote:

Dear Fenway Folks,

Be aware that the close of the BRA comment period is the end of Monday, August 15t 5o you have
ONEMORE DAY to tell the BRA and our elected officials that you are joining Fenway CDC in strong
opposition to Emerson’s plan to house one hundred and fifteen (115) students at 12 Hemenway
Street for two (2) years. Join at [east 17 of your neighbors who have already done so.

You can send in your comments of opposition by hitting reply all, writing in your thoughts and
then hitting send. The email will only go to the BRA, the officials in the CC box and Fenway CDC.

Tell the BRA that you oppose the Emerson dorm request for the following reasons:

1. This is another example of an institution expanding its footprint without regard for
community impact. The Fenway neighbarhood has been overwhelmed by the number of
students in the area. Adding 115 more students to Hemenway Street will worsen the already-
heavy foot traffic and noise, making life more unpleasant for neighbors.

2. We oppose the general concept of a non-Fenway institution master-leasing a building for
the purposes of creating a dorm in the Fenway through an amendment of their Institutional
Master Plan (IMP). This is a misguided use of the IMP process that imposes an unfair burden
on the Fenway neighborhood.

hitps:#mail.google.com/maili?ui=2&ik=93e4f31433&view=pt&search=inbox&msg="15681574e1afed9c&siml=15681574a1afedSc
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3. We are concemed that, after Emerson's two (2) years of use, the property will become a
de facto dorm filled with unsupervised students. This result is quite likely, given the owners
likely desire to continue a dorm-like revenue stream. The owners of 12 Hemenway will simply
not be able to generate comparable income via a different usage given their $12.5 million
purchase of the building in 2014.

4, Additionally, the building may not be up to code for dormitory use. If it requires costly
renovations the investor/owners are more likely to seek to centinue utilizing the property as a
dorm in order to recoup their investment. The BRA should not be in the business of
subsidizing a private party's financial decision through the misuse of the IMP process.

5. We do not want to lose another local building in the middle of the neighborhood to student
housing. We are also frustrated by the increasing loss of diverse mixes of use in the
neighborhood; a youth hostel allows visitors to stay and enjoy the city and the offerings of the
Fenway for an affordable price.

6. We are concerned that Emerson students will be unfairly burdened by a subpar value
proposition where they will possibly be forced to live in a SRO-type building at above-market
price.

7. Ultimately it would be more appropriate for the school to seek temporary lodging in their
immediate neighborhood. Ultimately the Fenway needs more truly affordable housing, not
more off footprint dormitories.

For all these reasons we are asking the BRA to deny the portion of Emmersen’s IMP amendment request
that seeks to create a dormitory at 12 Hemenway Street,

Richard Giordano

Director of Community Organizing

Fenway Community Development Corporation
70 Burbank St., Lower Level

Boston MA 02115

P. 617-267-4637 x19

F. 617 267 8591

E. rgiocrdano@fenwaycdc.org

W. http://www.fenwaycdc.org

httos://mail.acoale.com/mail/7ui=28ik=93e4f31433&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=15681574e1afedScisim|=15681574e1afed9c
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Michael Rooney <michael.rooney@boston.gov>

Deny Emerson College's Request for aDormat 12 Hemenway Street
1 message

Eric271828@comcast.net <Eric271828@comcast.net> Thu, Aug 11, 2016 at 4.56 PM
To: "Rooney, Michael" <Michael.Rooney@boston.gov>

Cc: "Caitlin Duffy (caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov)" <caitlin.duffy@mahouse.gov>, "Jacob Wessel (Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov)"
<Jacob.Wessel@boston.gov>, "Zakim, Josh" <Josh.Zakim@boston.gov>, "Rushing, Byron"
<Byron.Rushing@mahouse.gov>, "Jay Livingstane (Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov)" <Jay.Livingstone@mahouse.gov>,
"William Brownsberger (William.Brownsberger@masenate,gov)"' <William.Brownsberger@masenate.gav>, "Nicholas Carter
(nicholas.carter@boston.gov)" <nicholas.carter@boston.gov>, Elizabeth Corcoran-Hunt <Elizabeth.Corcoran-
Hunt@state.ma.us>, barbara miranda <barbara.miranda@masenate.gov>, "Joyce T. Linehan (joyce.linehan@boston.gov)"
<joyce.linehan@boston.gov>, "Giordano, Richard" <RGiordano@fenwaycdc.org>, TJackson@boston.gov

Dear Mr. Rooney—

I am writing to oppose the request for Emerson College to use 12 Hemenway Street as dorm for
two years. I have also sent copies of this note to the elected officials who represent me in hopes
that they will support the integrity of the Fenway neighborhood by joining in this opposition.
The following strong reasons for denying this request emerged at a number of meetings that I
attended, including a meeting sponsored by the BRA held at Morville House.

1. The Fenway neighborhood has been overwhelmed by the number of students in the area.
Adding 115 more students to Hemenway Street will worsen the already-heavy foot traffic and
noise, which will make life more unpleasant for neighbors. It sccms extraordinary that Emerson
College has given so little thought to the long-term impact of this request on the neighborhood.

2. This community seems almost unanimous in its opposition to the general concept of a non-
Fenway institution master-leasing a building for the purposes of creating a dorm in the Fenway.
As indicated above, common sense show how problematic this request in terms of living
conditions. Equally important, there is a real question of due process in Emerson's attempt to use
an amendment to its master plan to vault from its current footprint into another neighborhood and
change that neighborhood forever.

3. We are concerned that, after Emerson’s two (2) years of use, the property will become a de
facto dorm filled with unsupervised students. This result is quite probable, given the owners
likely desire to continue a dorm-like revenue stream. The owners of 12 Hemenway will simply
not be able to generate comparable income via a different usage given their $12.5 million
purchase of the building in 2014 and and any costs sunk into fitting the building for use as a
dorm.

4. The more costly the renovations, the more the owners will be pressured to seek to support
from the BRA with variances, and we do not think that BRA should be facilitating, encouraging,
and ultimately subsidizing this process.
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5. A youth hostel allows visitors to stay and enjoy the city and the offerings of the Fenway for
an affordable price. We do not want to lose another local building in the middle of the
neighborhood to student housing. We are also frustrated by the increasing loss of diverse mixes of
use in the neighborhood.

6. As much as it Emerson's job to determine an acceptable price point and set the standards for
reasonable living conditions, it is possible to question the practicality of this request in terms of
cost to the students and in terms of other logistical issues such as dining in immediate vicinity of
12 Hemenway Street. Ultimately, it would be more appropriate for the school to seek temporary
lodging in their immediate neighborhood.

7. The Fenway needs more truly affordable housing, not more off footprint dormitories.

For all these reasons we are asking the BRA to deny the portion of Emerson’s IMP amendment request that
seeks to create a dormitory at 12 Hemenway Street.

Sincerely,

Eric Daniel
221 Massachusetts Ave. #317
Boston, MA 02115-3519

617.578.0404
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Ashley Reid

38 Clearway Street #4
Boston, MA 02115
617-859-0172
losangeles1942@live.com

August 11, 2016

Michael Rooney

Boston Redevelopment Autharity
One City Hall

Boston, MA 02201

Re: Emerson College 12 Hemenway Proposal

Dear Michael:

It was nice meeting you last Monday August 1 at Morville House. [told you that | am a twenty-eight
year resident of Clearway Street and a large number of my neighbors were displaced in 2014 to
accomdate housing for Berklee College of Music students. My neighbors were given little time to vacate

and find new housing.

In August of 2015, | received a letter from Richard Giordano, Fenway CDC, that the Clearway Street
Apartment Complex which was owned by the Christian Science Church was being sold. This information
was news to me as well as my neighbors.

OnJanuary 8, 2016 | received a letter stating that the Clearway Street Apartments was under new
owners and management. Since that date, life here on the street has been anything but happy. Some
students have moved and the new management company has said that units would not be made
available to students. Vacated units are rehabbed to reflect a higher rent. Affordable rents are said
to be available to long term present tenants.

As you can see, we have more than enough students in the area. One attendee at the Morville House
meeting asked “Why can’t students be bussed?” “A lot of small children are bussed why not college
students” | am in total agreement of this.

Displacing long term residents and curtailing affordable housing is not good far the neighborhood or
the city. Boston is an old city and packed tighter than a Sardine can. Why not look outside the city
for student housing? The students can see what it’s like to be a commuter which a lot of them will no

doubt be later in their life,

Sincerely,
Ashley Reid
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