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BRA MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Sonal Gandhi, Senior Project Manager 
FROM:  James Fitzgerald, Senior Transportation Manager 
  Chris Busch, Senior Waterfront Planner 
  Jonathan Greeley, Senior Infrastructure and Public Realm Planner 
DATE:  December 3, 2014 
RE:  Massachusetts General Hospital, 125 Nashua Street 
 

 
PLANNING SCOPING COMMENTS 
 

• The proponent should continue to coordinate and work with the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) to facilitate the design and 
construction of the South Bank Bridge. The South Bank Bridge is a pedestrian and bicycle 
connection over the North Station rail tracks, linking Nashua Street Park and the project 
site to Paul Revere Park Landing South, adjacent to the south abutment of the Zakim 
Bridge. The Bridge is a remaining mitigation commitment of the Central Artery Tunnel 
Project's (CA/T) Charles River Crossing, and a required component of a related Chapter 
91 Waterways Master License and a Memorandum of Agreement among state 
transportation agencies and the DCR.  We understand that the DCR is close to 
completion of 25% design documents for the Bridge at this time.  The proponent should 
ensure that adequate access is provided on the property to allow for the installation of 
infrastructure related to the bridge and an appropriate bridge landing location.  The 
South Bank Bridge should also be included as part of future Institutional Master Plan 
updates.  

 
• It is anticipated that the project proponent will continue to maintain, activate and 

support the public's use of the ramp and dock system associated with the property, in 
accordance with Waterways License No. 2107.   
 

• The proponent should work to improve the public realm connections to both the MGH 
main campus and North Station. Particular attention should be paid to enhanced 
pedestrian crossings, ensuring fully accessible sidewalks with a smooth path of travel, 
and replacing damaged or missing street trees. The BRA would also like to indicate 
support for BTD’s request to design and install a mechanism that will ensure a safe 
pedestrian crossing across Nashua Street from the MGH “Orange Lot” to the western 
side of the street.  
 

• Given the reoccupation of 125 Nashua as well as the significant number of new 
residential development projects in the area, it should be anticipated that Nashua Street 
will develop into a well-traveled pedestrian connection from the Lower Charles River 
Basin to North Station, Bulfinch Triangle and the West End. As such, the proponent 
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should install wayfinding signage on the property to direct and inform the public of 
pedestrian and bicycle connections to Nashua Street Park and other open space 
resources in the Lower Charles River Basin.    
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BRA Planning 

PL 01 South Bank Bridge 

Please see Response to Comment DG 02.  If adequate information is available prior 
to the submission of the IMP update in 2016, the bridge will be discussed in the 
Update.   

PL 02 Public Use of Ramp and Dock System 

The Project site includes certain existing passive recreational space open to the 
public and a publicly accessible dock.  Consistent with Waterways License 2107, 
public access will remain unchanged after completion of the Project.   

PL 03 Public Realm Connections 

The Boston Transportation Department (BTD) has expressed concerns about 
pedestrians crossing Nashua Street at unmarked locations adjacent to the TD 
Garden.  Persons accessing the Project at 125 Nashua Street are provided a 
signalized crossing at the 125 Nashua Street driveway. 

Regarding pedestrians crossing near the “Orange Lot” driveway location at 99 
Nashua Street, MGH will explore relocating the pedestrian gate to a location closer 
to the signalized crossing, as sufficient stopping sight distances do not exist at 99 
Nashua Street to provide an additional crosswalk.  MGH is committed to working 
with BTD to explore feasible actions as the area potentially realizes additional 
pedestrian activity resulting from nearby projects. 

PL 04 Wayfinding Signage 

MGH will work with the BRA to determine appropriate updated wayfinding signage 
to direct and inform the public regarding nearby publicly accessible open spaces. 
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Boston Transportation Department 

BTD 01 Nashua Street Crossing 

MGH will explore relocating the pedestrian gate at 99 Nashua Street to a location 
closer to the signalized crossing, as sufficient stopping sight distances do not exist at 
99 Nashua Street (the Orange Lot) to provide an additional crosswalk.  MGH is 
committed to working with BTD to explore feasible actions as the area potentially 
realizes additional pedestrian activity resulting from nearby projects. 
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125 Nashua Street		 Boston, MA

Figure  2 
Tractor Trailer Turning Movements





Figure 4
Roof Plan
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