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BRA MEMORANDUM

TO:
FROM:

DATE:
RE:

Sonal Gandhi, Senior Project Manager

James Fitzgerald, Senior Transportation Manager

Chris Busch, Senior Waterfront Planner

Jonathan Greeley, Senior Infrastructure and Public Realm Planner
December 3, 2014

Massachusetts General Hospital, 125 Nashua Street

PLANNING SCOPING COMMENTS

The proponent should continue to coordinate and work with the Massachusetts
Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) to facilitate the design and
construction of the South Bank Bridge. The South Bank Bridge is a pedestrian and bicycle
connection over the North Station rail tracks, linking Nashua Street Park and the project
site to Paul Revere Park Landing South, adjacent to the south abutment of the Zakim
Bridge. The Bridge is a remaining mitigation commitment of the Central Artery Tunnel
Project's (CA/T) Charles River Crossing, and a required component of a related Chapter
91 Waterways Master License and a Memorandum of Agreement among state
transportation agencies and the DCR. We understand that the DCR is close to
completion of 25% design documents for the Bridge at this time. The proponent should
ensure that adequate access is provided on the property to allow for the installation of
infrastructure related to the bridge and an appropriate bridge landing location. The
South Bank Bridge should also be included as part of future Institutional Master Plan
updates.

It is anticipated that the project proponent will continue to maintain, activate and
support the public's use of the ramp and dock system associated with the property, in
accordance with Waterways License No. 2107.

The proponent should work to improve the public realm connections to both the MGH
main campus and North Station. Particular attention should be paid to enhanced
pedestrian crossings, ensuring fully accessible sidewalks with a smooth path of travel,
and replacing damaged or missing street trees. The BRA would also like to indicate
support for BTD’s request to design and install a mechanism that will ensure a safe
pedestrian crossing across Nashua Street from the MGH “Orange Lot” to the western
side of the street.

Given the reoccupation of 125 Nashua as well as the significant number of new
residential development projects in the area, it should be anticipated that Nashua Street
will develop into a well-traveled pedestrian connection from the Lower Charles River
Basin to North Station, Bulfinch Triangle and the West End. As such, the proponent
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should install wayfinding signage on the property to direct and inform the public of PL 04
pedestrian and bicycle connections to Nashua Street Park and other open space
resources in the Lower Charles River Basin.
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South Bank Bridge

Please see Response to Comment DG 02. If adequate information is available prior
to the submission of the IMP update in 2016, the bridge will be discussed in the
Update.

Public Use of Ramp and Dock System

The Project site includes certain existing passive recreational space open to the
public and a publicly accessible dock. Consistent with Waterways License 2107,
public access will remain unchanged after completion of the Project.

Public Realm Connections

The Boston Transportation Department (BTD) has expressed concerns about
pedestrians crossing Nashua Street at unmarked locations adjacent to the TD
Garden. Persons accessing the Project at 125 Nashua Street are provided a
signalized crossing at the 125 Nashua Street driveway.

Regarding pedestrians crossing near the “Orange Lot” driveway location at 99
Nashua Street, MGH will explore relocating the pedestrian gate to a location closer
to the signalized crossing, as sufficient stopping sight distances do not exist at 99
Nashua Street to provide an additional crosswalk. MGH is committed to working
with BTD to explore feasible actions as the area potentially realizes additional
pedestrian activity resulting from nearby projects.

Wayfinding Signage

MGH will work with the BRA to determine appropriate updated wayfinding signage
to direct and inform the public regarding nearby publicly accessible open spaces.
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BOSTON
TRANSPORTATION
DEPARTMENT

ONE CITY HALL SQUARE « ROOM 721
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 0220]
617-635-4680 « FAX 617-635-4295

December 3, 2014

Sonal Gandhi, Senior Project Manager
Boston Redevelopment Authority
Boston City Hall, 9" Floor

Boston, MA 02201

RE: 125 Nashua Street (Old Spaulding Hospital Site)
Dear Ms. Gandhi:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Massachusetts General Hospital’s proposed
Institutional Master Plan Project for 125 Nashua Street, ( site of the Old Spaulding Hospital)
dated November 10, 2014. The Institutional Master Plan Notification Form/ Large Project
Review Application is initiating a review of the following proposed Project:

The Massachusetts General Hospital is proposing the interior renovation of the building located
at 125 Nashua Street for a variety of administrative uses serving its medical and clinical
operations. The renovation will result in a small decrease in the buildings gross floor area to
approximately 198,080 sf. The Project will consist of 98 parking spaces and will provide bicycle
storage for 22 bicycles as well as shower facilities.

Upon our review The Boston Transportation Department will like MGH to design and install a BTD 01
mechanism that will create a safe crossing for pedestrians as well as their employees crossing

Nashua Street from the egress of their Nashua Street “Orange Lot” which consists of 480 parking

spaces to the west side of the street . This crossing has a long history of safety concerns that have

been voiced to both MGH and BTD.

BTD looks forward in working with MGH in developing a Mitigation Plan that will help
minimize traffic impacts and improve transportation conditions in the area.

Sincerely,

William H. Conroy IV,
Senior Transportation

ner
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Boston Transportation Department

BTD 01 Nashua Street Crossing

MGH will explore relocating the pedestrian gate at 99 Nashua Street to a location
closer to the signalized crossing, as sufficient stopping sight distances do not exist at
99 Nashua Street (the Orange Lot) to provide an additional crosswalk. MGH is
committed to working with BTD to explore feasible actions as the area potentially
realizes additional pedestrian activity resulting from nearby projects.
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Note:

MGH is not anticipating regularly scheduled
tractor-trailer deliveries. Under normal
circumstances, the gate at the westerly curb
cut will remain closed. For those occasions
for which tractor trailer access is required,
MGH will temporarily vacate parking spaces
impacted by tractor trailer maneuvering and
will open the proposed gate.
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Figure 2
Tractor Trailer Turning Movements
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