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Who we are 

BRA Team 
 

Rich McGuinness, Deputy Director 

for Waterfront Planning 

 

Chris Busch, Senior Waterfront 

Planner 

 

Lauren Shurtleff, Senior Planner 

Consultant Team 
 

Utile 

Matthew Littell, Principal 

 

Noble & Wickersham 

Bennet Heart 

Jay Wickersham 

 

Durand & Anastas 

Tom Skinner 
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Agenda 

Introduction 
Rich McGuinness, BRA 

 

Planning Context 
Matthew Littell, Utile 

 

Zoning Strategy 
Bennet Heart, Noble & Wickersham 
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Greenway District Planning Study 2009 
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Methodology 

Greenway Study Overall Methodology 

>Analyze existing conditions. 

>Develop future improvement/development scenarios 

based on Urban Form(1st leg of the 4 legged stool). 

>Test development scenarios at the overall scale of the 

Greenway with the remaining legs of the stool: 

Environmental, Program and Use, and Economics. 

> Draw conclusions from analysis and scenarios to 

shape vision and guidelines for future development. 

  

Greenway District Planning Study 2009 
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Methodology 

Development Scenario Methodology: Explore massing 

design and implications for urban form.   

Consider scenarios which: 

> relate to their immediate context in terms of 

appropriate heights, densities and form; 

> enhance, or do no harm to, existing view corridors; 

> present opportunities to repair the missing ñteethò 

along the Greenway and provide clarity and continuity 

at the  edge of the public realm. 

Greenway District Planning Study 2009 
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Potential Investment Sites 

N 

Greenway District Planning Study 2009 
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Wharf District Area: Potential Investment Sites 

International Place 

Grain Exchange & 

Milk Street Block 
200 State Street 

Marketplace Center 

Marriott Long Wharf 

Harbor Towers 

Coast Guard Building & 

400 Atlantic 

James Hook Site 

Town Cove 

Boston Harbor Garage 

Greenway District Planning Study 2009 
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Opportunities: Wharf District & Town Cove  Greenway District Planning Study 2009 
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155ô 

158ô 

105ô 
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Greenway District Planning Study 2009 
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Greenway District Planning Study 2009 
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Wharf Street Sites: Axes and Public Realm Greenway District Planning Study 2009 

Utile and the BRA studied 

both low-build (105ô) and 

high-build (155ô) scenarios 

for the Wharf Street sites. 

These scenarios led the 

consultant team and the 

BRA to recommend a 130ô 

max. height for these 

sites. This was adopted by 

the BRA Board in 2009. 
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105ô (excluding penthouse) 

9 Stories  

61,000gsf 

1 level retail (15ô-20ô) 

8 levels hotel or residential (11ô) 

Wharf Street Sites: Scenario 1 

105ô (excluding penthouse) 

4 Stories (existing structure) 

9 Stories (new structure) 

64,300gsf 

1 level retail (15ô-20ô) 

8 levels hotel or residential (11ô) 

Pros: 
�‡Retains and enhances 

connections to small-street 

network 

�‡Reinforce scale and presence of 

Town Cove neighborhood 

�‡Likely residential use further 

diversify uses 

Cons: 
 

 

 

Greenway District Planning Study 2009 


