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PUBLIC FEEDBACK ON DRAFT CHINATOWN ZONING

The City of Boston's Planning Department released the Draft Chinatown Zoning Amendment,
Draft Zoning Map, and Draft Design Guidelines on November 19, 2024; the public comment
period was open through February 5, 2025. Throughout the public comment period, Planning
Department Staff solicited feedback from a variety of sources, including a survey, emails,

comment letters, and petitions.

This collection of feedback represents all written comments received. For petitions, the first
page in each set of petitions is included in the main section of the document. The full set of

petitions is included in the Appendix. Feedback is organized first by source type, then by date
received.
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Chinese Family, Village, and Merchant
Associations have played an integral role
in the history and development of Boston’s
Chinatown since its beginnings in the late
1800s.

Chinese Family, Village, and Merchant Associations have played an integral role

in the history and development of Boston’s Chinatown since its beginnings in

the late 1800s. They formed largely as a result of anti-Chinese hate, and grew as
more immigrants moved into Boston through the 1900s. A notable association,

the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association (CCBA), was first established in
1890, and became fully incorporated in 1923. CCBAs were also established in major
cities across the country, and served as a unifying force for the many emerging
family, village, and merchant associations. These associations provide a social and
financial support system, rooted in stabilizing both new immigrants and longtime

@« -

“BRENUWALXNEZE .
ZFWENT, AKRLEZFER B
HRBRFRIRBE. 7

< LA

FEHILH
LA

“EEFTK 7 XTI

\ residents and businesses.
Boston’s Chinese Associations also have ties to other cities across the United

States. Associations that are established in multiple cities will occasionally meet
at regional or national conferences, sharing ideas and experiences from their
respective Chinatowns. Associations participate and contribute to the Chinatown
community through scholarships for students, mutual aid, social gatherings, and
providing residential units and commercial spaces. They also hold philanthropic
relationships with community organizations, schools, and nursing homes.

Ay

, UBHRENRF
REF %
%o ”

Historic Context | Role of Family, Village, & Merchant Associations in Chinatown

These associations own one or more properties within Chinatown, often to have
space for meetings and events, but also as a source of income through renting
out generally low cost housing units and commercial space. Owning their own

properties means associations are able to keep their roots in Chinatown, directly
serve their members, and provide services to the broader Chinese community in
perpetuity. These properties are spread throughout the neighborhood, but most
prominent in the commercial core of Chinatown, around Beach Street, Harrison
Avenue, Tyler Street, and Hudson Street. The buildings are most commonly four
or five stories, sometimes with a small commercial space on the ground floor
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