
Boston Water and
Sewer Commission

980 Harrison Avenue
Boston, MA 02119-2540
617-989-7000

March 27, 2017

Michael Rooney
Boston Planning & Development
One City Hall Square
Boston, MA 02201

Re: 159-20 1 Washington Street (St. Gabriel’s) DPIR

Dear Mr. Rooney:

The Boston Water and Sewer Commission (“BWSC” or the “Commission”) has reviewed the Draft
Project Impact Report (“DPIR”) for the proposed 159-201 Washington Street (St. Gabriel’s) Project (the
“Project”). The Project site is located in the Brighton neighborhood of Boston. The Project site abuts
Washington Street to the south, St. Elizabeth’s Hospital and associated parking garage to the west,
Brighton High School to the north, and St. John’s Seminary and multi-family residential buildings to the
east. The site currently consists of St. Gabriel’s Church, Monastery, and an attached dormitory. The site
also includes a wooded buffer along Washington Street, a cemetery, a Shrine, a private residence, and a
large surface parking lot.

The Project includes four new residential buildings and restoration of the Church to be used as amenity
space for the residents, and the preservation of the Fatima Shrine in its current location. The Project
includes approximately 641 units of housing, 556 of which will be rental units, and 85 of which will be
condominiums. The will be approximately 447 parking spaces, with approximately 360 spaces dedicated
to the rental units and 87 spaces dedicated to the condominium units.

Water, sewer, and storm drain service for the site is provided by the Boston Water and Sewer
Commission. For water service the Project site is served by 12-inch water main on Washington Street.
Water demand for the Project is estimated at 113,861 gallons per day (gpd). It is initially anticipated that
the Project will be served by a single 10-inch water main connection from the 12-inch main in
\Vashington Street. The 10-inch water main will loop around the site connecting service to each building
and tying into a master meter

The Project site is served by separate sanitary sewers and storm drains. For sanitary sewer service the
Project site is served by a 15-inch sanitary sewer on Washington Street. Sanitary sewage generation for
the Project is estimated at 103,510 gpd. It is initially estimated that one 8-inch and one 10-inch sewer
service connection to the existing 15-inch sanitary sewer on Washington Street will be constructed to
service the Project.

According to the ENF there is a privately owned 12-inch storm drain flowing northeast on Monastery
Road. This private drain increases to a 15-inch drain on Monastery Road, and then connects to an 18-inch
BWSC owned drain on Washington Street. On Washington Street. along the western end of the Project
site frontage a 15-inch storm drain begins approximately at the intersection of Washington Street and
Snow Street. There are also privately owned storm drains located at the northwest corner of the Project



site. It is currently anticipated that the site will incorporate underground infiltration systems to detain,
treat, and infiltrate stormwater. Overflow from the underground infiltration areas due to larger, less
frequent storm events will be routed to the BWSC drain system. It is anticipated that the site will
incorporate three drain pipe connections. One overflow connection will be made near the intersection of
Monastery Road and Washington Street. A second connection will be made in Washington Street near
the southwest corner of the property. The third connection will be made to the existing (privately owned)
drain manhole located on the edge of the utility and drainage easement on the northwest corner of the site.

The Commission has the following comments regarding the proposed Project:

General

1. The Proponent must submit a site plan and General Service Application to the Commission for the
proposed Project. The site plan must show the location of the water mains, sewers and drains serving
the Project site, as well as the locations of existing and proposed service connections. To assure
compliance with the Commission’s requirements, the Proponent should submit the site plan and
General Service Application to the Commission’s Engineering Customer Service Department for
review when the design for the Project is at 50 percent complete.

2. Any new or relocated water mains, sewers and storm drains must be designed and constructed at the
Proponent’s expense. They must be designed and constructed in conformance with the Commission’s
design standards, Water Distribution System and Sewer Use Regulations, and Requirements for Site
Plans.

3. With the site plan the Proponent must provide detailed estimates for water demand (including water
required for landscaping), wastewater generation, and stormwater runoff for the Project.

4. It is the Proponent’s responsibility to evaluate the capacity of the water and sewer system serving the
Project site to determine if the systems are adequate to meet future Project demands. With the site
plan, the Proponent must include a detailed capacity analysis for the water and sewer systems serving
the Project site, as well as an analysis of the impact the Project will have on the Commission’s
systems and the MWRA’s systems overall. The analysis should identif\j specific measures that will
be implemented to offset the impacts of the anticipated flows on the Commission and MWRA sewer
systems.

5. Developers of projects involving disturbances of land of one acre or more are required to obtain an
NPDES General Permit for Construction from the Environmental Protection Agency. The Proponent
is responsible for determining if such a permit is required and for obtaining the permit. If such a
permit is required for the proposed Project, a copy of the Notice of Intent and any pollution
prevention plan submitted to EPA pursuant to the permit must be provided to the Commission’s
Engineering Services Department prior to the commencement of construction.

6. Before the Proponent demolishes the existing structures existing water and drain connections that
won’t be re-used must be cut and capped in accordance with Commission standards. The Proponent
must complete a Termination Verification Approval Form for a Demolition Permit, available from the
Commission. The completed form must be submitted to the City of Boston’s Inspectional Services
Department before a Demolition Permit will be issued.

Sewa~e/Draina~e

7. The discharge of dewatering drainage to a sanitary sewer is prohibited by the Commission and the
MWRA. The discharge of any dewatering drainage to the storm drainage system requires a Drainage
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Discharge Permit from the Commission. If the dewatering drainage is contaminated with petroleum
products for example, the Proponent will be required to obtain a Remediation General Permit from
the EPA for the discharge.

8. The site plan must show in detail how drainage from the building’s rooftop and from other
impervious areas will be managed. Roof runoff and other stormwater runoff must be conveyed
separately from sanitary waste at all times.

9. The Proponent must fully investigate methods for infiltrating stormwater on-site before the
Commission will consider a request to discharge stormwater to the Commission’s system. A
feasibility assessment for infiltrating stormwater on-site must be submitted with the site plan for the
Project.

10. The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) has established Performance
Standards for Stormwater Management. The Standards address stormwater quality, quantity and
recharge. In addition to Commission standards, the proposed Project will be required to meet
MassDEP’ s Stormwater Management Standards.

11. In conjunction with the site plan and General Service Application the Proponent will be required to
submit a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan. The plan must:

Specifically identify how the Project will comply with the Department of Environmental
Protection’s Performance Standards for Stormwater Management both during construction and
after construction is complete.

B Identify specific best management measures for controlling erosion and preventing the discharge
of sediment, contaminated stormwater or construction debris to the Commission’s drainage
system when construction is underway.

• Include a site map which shows, at a minimum, existing drainage patterns and areas used for
storage or treatment of contaminated soils, groundwater or stormwater, and the location of major
control or treatment structures to be utilized during construction.

12. The Commission requests that the Proponent install a permanent casting stating: “Don’t Dump:
Drains to Charles River” next to any new catch basin installed as part of the Project. The Proponent
may contact the Commission’s Operations Division for information regarding the purchase of the
castings.

13. The Commission encourages the Proponent to explore additional opportunities for protecting
stormwater quality by minimizing sanding and the use of deicing chemicals, pesticides and fertilizers.

Water

14. The Proponent is required to obtain a Hydrant Permit for use of any hydrant during construction of
the Project. The water used from the hydrant must be metered. The Proponent should contact the
Commission’s Operations Department for information on obtaining a Hydrant Permit.

15. The Commission utilizes a Fixed Radio Meter Reading System to obtain water meter readings.
Where a new water meter is needed, the Commission will provide a Meter Transmitter Unit (MTU)
and connect the device to the meter. For information regarding the installation of MTUs, the
Proponent should contact the Commission’s Meter Installation Department.

3



16. The Proponent should explore opportunities for implementing water conservation measures in
addition to those required by the State Plumbing Code. In particular the Proponent should consider
indoor and outdoor landscaping which requires minimal use of water to maintain. If the Proponent
plans to install in-ground sprinkler systems, the Commission recommends that timers, soil moisture
indicators and rainfall sensors be installed. The use of sensor-operated faucets and toilets in common
areas of buildings should also be considered.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Project.

John P. Sullivan, P.E.
Chief Engineer and Operations Officer

JPS as
cc: Jay Doherty, CCR-BVSHSSF Washington 1 LLC

Marianne Connolly, Mass. Water Resources Authority
Maura Zlody, Boston Environment Department
Phil Larocque, Boston Water and Sewer Commission
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