
Urban Renewal: 
Kickoff Meeting 
 

City Hall | March 31, 2015 

Blackstone Community Center | April 2, 2015 

Madison Park High School | April 14, 2015 



Simplified UR Extension Process 



Urban Renewal: 
The Big, Important 

Questions 



What the BRA is NOT doing:  

December 17, 2014 

1. Not modifying or extending the existing 

boundaries 

 

2. Not creating new urban renewal plan 

areas 

 

3. Not proposing projects, but focusing on 

    process and planning 



What the BRA IS doing:  

December 17, 2014 

1. Repositioning Urban Renewal as a 

contemporary planning and economic 

development tool 

 

2. Refresh plans to show current planning 

and projects 

 

3. Revisit original goals and planning 

 objectives 



The Questions 
• What is Urban Renewal? 

• Where can I find it? 

• Could past mistakes ever be repeated? 

• Is Urban Renewal still useful and relevant today? 

• How can I learn more? 
 

 

 

 

 



What is Urban 

Renewal? 



WHAT IS URBAN RENEWAL? 





ADAPTING OUR VIEW OF URBAN 

RENEWAL 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Where can I 

find Urban 

Renewal? 



A Assembly Row, Somerville 

C D 

B Kendall Square, Cambridge 

Government Center, Boston The Fenway, Boston 





UR Plans 

19 urban renewal plans approved in the 

Commonwealth since 1996 

5 plans approved over past two years 

 

Despite their age, many older plans continue to 

be active: 
• Assembly Square in Somerville 

• Union Square intermodal transportation facility in Springfield 

• Kendall Square in Cambridge 
 

 

 

 

 

 



UR Recent Plans 
Attleboro:  Industrial/Business Park Urban Revitalization and Development Plan - 2003  

Attleboro:  Downtown Urban Revitalization and Development Plan – 2007 

Chelsea:  Everett Avenue Urban Revitalization and Development Plan - 1999 

Fall River:  Municipal Airport Urban Renewal Plan/Commerce Park - 1997 

Fall River:  Kerr Mill Revitalization and Development Plan – 2000 

Fitchburg:  Downtown Revitalization and Development Plan - 2001 

Gardner:  Downtown Urban Renewal Plan – 2011 

Gardner:  Mill Street Corridor Urban Renewal Plan – 2013 

Greenfield: Bank Row Urban Renewal Plan – 2007 

Holyoke:  Connect.Construct.Ceate. - Center City Revitalization Plan – 2013 

Lowell:  Acre Urban Revitalization and Development Project - 2000 

Lowell:  Ayer’s City Industrial Park Urban Revitalization and Development Project – 2014 

Lowell:  Jackson-Appleton-Middlesex Revitalization and Development Project – 2000 

Quincy: Quincy Center District Urban Revitalization & Development Plan – 2007 

Somerville: Assembly Square Revitalization and Development Project – 1980  

2002 amendment for redesign as mixed-use TOD project 

Somerville: Union Square Revitalization Plan – 2012 

Southbridge:  Downtown Urban Revitalization Project – 2012 

Springfield:  Smith & Wesson Industrial Park Urban Renewal Plan – 2005 

Springfield:  Indian Orchard Business Park Urban Renewal Plan – 2009 

Springfield:  Court Square Urban Renewal Plan– 1970  

2001 amendment for Union Square intermodal transportation facility; hotel, community center, and parking garage 

2002 amendment for renovation and expansion of Civic Center 

2006 amendment to revitalize downtown (e.g., historical preservation and streetscape improvements) 

Westfield:  Elm Street Urban Renewal Plan – 2013 

 

 

 

 

 



Could past 

mistakes be 

repeated? 



KEY FACTS AND DATES 

December 17, 2014 



URBAN RENEWAL’S STIGMA 

BEFORE AFTER 

December 17, 2014 



December 17, 2014 



December 17, 2014 





















Is Urban Renewal 

still useful and 

relevant today? 



ADAPTING OUR VIEW OF URBAN 

RENEWAL 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



We’re the original  

“think and do” tank. 

Urban Renewal is intended to balance 

planning with projects. 

Plans 

Projects 





When are Urban Renewal tools 

needed for redevelopment? 

 
1. When other plans and initiatives are less successful 

2. Revitalization can’t be accomplished by private sector alone or with 

existing regulatory powers 

3. Need for land assembly for private or public development 

4. As a last resort after exhausting all other tools 

 

 

Under the urban renewal statute M.G.L. c. 121B, a redevelopment 

authority is authorized to act as a municipality’s developer in order to: 

- Address conditions that contribute to disinvestment and 

underutilization in specific neighborhoods 

- Create an environment that supports private investment and promotes 

sound growth 



Creating space for: 

 

LAND ASSEMBLY 

December 17, 2014 



TITLE CONFIRMATION 

 164,151 individual parcels of land in 
contemporary Boston 

 

 Founded in 1630, expanded by land fill and 
annex neighboring towns beginning in late 
1800s 

 

 Creates a new record of clear ownership 

 

 Only mechanism for clearing title in Boston 

   

 Cleared title required for developers to get 
financing and title insurance 

 

 Used to help facilitate and expedite the 
City’s foreclosure process 

 

 

December 17, 2014 



 Extra layer beyond zoning (additional 
studies and plans have been 
conducted to determine best use for 
Urban Renewal Areas and 
corresponding Disposition Parcels) 

 

 Controls established as a result of 
the extensive studies conducted 
when the Urban Renewal plans and 
goals were created 

 

 Allows Urban Renewal goals to 
continue to be a priority even with 
changing disposition parcel 
ownership  

 

 

 

REGULATORY CONTROL 

December 17, 2014 



 After the zoning commission approval of 
the U District map amendment, the BRA 
approves uses and dimensions for specific 
projects within that district 

 

 The BRA serves as the broker between the 
developer and the community to evaluate 
any competing interests 

 

 

URBAN RENEWAL OVERLAY DISTRICTS 

December 17, 2014 



PROJECTS 

December 17, 2014 





December 17, 2014 



One of the few commercial 

development projects under 

construction during the 

recession.   

 

LIBERTY MUTUAL 

December 17, 2014 







How can I 

learn more? 









Simplified UR Extension Process 















bostonurbanrenewal.org 

 

#URBoston 

 

@BostonRedevelop 







What’s next? 

December 17, 2014 





How do urban renewal tools and plans align with the 

mission of the BRA? 

 

The Boston Redevelopment Authority plans 

Boston’s built environment while respecting the 

City’s communities and their history. The BRA’s 

mission is to drive economic growth and 

socioeconomic progress in order to build a more 

prosperous, resilient, and vibrant city for all. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

BRA Mission Statement 


