
Urban Renewal: 
South End Workshop 

South End, 1962 

Villa Victoria Center for the Arts 
July 9, 2015 
 
China Trade Building | June 10, 2015 
Charlestown High School | June 29, 2015 
Villa Victoria Center for the Arts  | July 9, 2015 
Shelburne Community Center | July 15, 2015 
City Hall | July 22, 2015 



What the BRA is NOT doing:  

December 17, 2014 

1. Not modifying or extending the existing 
boundaries 
 

2. Not creating new urban renewal plan 
areas 

 
3. Not proposing projects, but focusing on 
    process and planning 



What the BRA IS doing:  

December 17, 2014 

1. Repositioning Urban Renewal as a 
contemporary planning and economic 
development tool 
 

2. Refresh plans to show current planning 
and projects 

 
3. Revisit original goals and planning 
 objectives 



Fall 2014:  
City Council Briefing 

BRA Board Extension 
Request to DHCD 

Simplified UR Extension Process 

January 2015:  
DHCD Extension 
Approved 

February 2015:  
Task Force Kickoff 
Stakeholder Outreach 
Finalize Public Process 

March 2015:  
Begin Public Process 

Public Outreach 

Late Fall 2015:  
City Council Approval 
BRA Board Approval 
Mayor Approval 
DHCD Approval 



What is Urban 
Renewal? 



Certain cities and towns in the Commonwealth 
contain areas that are substandard, decadent or 
blighted open.    
 
Urban renewal is a strategy for redeveloping and 
revitalizing these disinvested, underutilized and 
blighted areas for residential, commercial, industrial, 
business, governmental, recreational, educational, 
hospital or other uses.   
 
This is now a state, not federal, program. 

WHAT IS URBAN RENEWAL? 





ADAPTING OUR VIEW OF URBAN 
RENEWAL 

Original Approach 

• Tackle blight 

Current Approach 

• Assemble land to develop 
infrastructure and public 
facilities 

• Develop affordable housing 

• Aggregate parcels to build 
streets for vehicular traffic 

• Create vibrancy 

• Reinvest in already developed 
facilities to add density and 
diverse uses 

• Create a diverse housing stock 
with mixed income, family and 
TOD housing 

• Make current streets efficient 
for multi-modal transportation 

Responding to the changing needs of the City of Boston 

 



A Assembly Row, Somerville 

C D 

B Kendall Square, Cambridge 

Government Center, Boston The Fenway, Boston 





UR Plans 

19 urban renewal plans approved in the 
Commonwealth since 1996 
5 plans approved over past two years 
 
Despite their age, many older plans continue to 
be active: 

• Assembly Square in Somerville 
• Union Square intermodal transportation facility in Springfield 
• Kendall Square in Cambridge 

 
 

 
 
 
 









West End, 1957 

URBAN RENEWAL’S STIGMA 

BEFORE AFTER 

December 17, 2014 



South End, 1962 Charlestown, 1965 

South Cove, 1965 Fenway, 1965 

December 17, 2014 



ADAPTING OUR VIEW OF URBAN 
RENEWAL 

Original Approach 

• Tackle blight 

Current Approach 

• Assemble land to develop 
infrastructure and public 
facilities 

• Develop affordable housing 

• Aggregate parcels to build 
streets for vehicular traffic 

• Create vibrancy 

• Reinvest in already developed 
facilities to add density and 
diverse uses 

• Create a diverse housing stock 
with mixed income, family and 
TOD housing 

• Make current streets efficient 
for multi-modal transportation 

Responding to the changing needs of the City of Boston 

 



Recent Urban Renewal Projects 

Whittier Street Health Center (Campus High) 

Charlesview Apartments (Brighton) 
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Spaulding Rehab Center and Park (Charlestown) 
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Crescent Parcel, 
Washington Park 

Upcoming Urban Renewal Projects 

City Hall Plaza, Government Center 

The Chain Forge Hotel,  
Charlestown 

The Ropewalk,  
Charlestown 

The Little Building (Emerson), 
 Park Plaza 
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Municipal Harbor Plan 

Upcoming Urban Renewal Planning 
Huntington Avenue Study 

Greenway Ramps Parcel Study 



We’re the original  
“think and do” tank. 

Urban Renewal is intended to balance 
planning with projects. 

Plans 

Projects 



Fall 2014:  
City Council Briefing 

BRA Board Extension 
Request to DHCD 

Simplified UR Extension Process 

January 2015:  
DHCD Extension 
Approved 

February 2015:  
Task Force Kickoff 
Stakeholder Outreach 
Finalize Public Process 

March 2015:  
Begin Public Process 

Public Outreach 

Late Fall 2015:  
City Council Approval 
BRA Board Approval 
Mayor Approval 
DHCD Approval 



















The BRA climbs aboard City Hall To Go! 
May 5, May 12, May 15, May 20, May 27, May 28 
 
 

Charlestown 
Charlestown Navy Yard 
South End 
Chinatown 
Roxbury 
Fenway 

In the works… 

Hi there! Have any questions about 
urban renewal? What do you think 
the goals or planning objectives 
should be in your neighborhood? 



City Hall to Go (May 2015) 









#1 City Hall  #2 South End #3 Roxbury 

Phase I: Kickoff Meetings 









Phase 3: Synthesis 















Historic Development + 
Urban Renewal Projects 

BRA Urban Renewal Website 































Workshop Logistics: 
South End 

South End, 1962 



1. Introduction (10 mins) 
2. Overview presentation (30 mins) 
3. Workshop Discussion (45 mins) 
4. Summary (20 mins) 
 

Workshop Logistics: 
South End 

South End, 1962 



What’s a goal? 
Goals are the primary aim or desired 
result. They are intended to be general 
and broad. 

  
What’s a planning 
objective? 
Objectives are more specific than goals. 
They usually help to give further 
definition to a smaller set of clearly-
defined goals.  

 





Suggested 
themes for the 
goals: 
 
• Neighborhood 

Connectivity 
 
• Neighborhood Vibrancy 

and Public Realm 
 

• Housing and 
Community Life 

 
• Economic Development 

 



67 

Neighborhood Connectivity 

Historic Images of South End, Courtesy 
BRA Archives 
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Neighborhood Connectivity 

Silver Line 



69 

Streetscape design  for Washington Street in anticipation of Silver Line Improvements 

Neighborhood Connectivity 
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Neighborhood Connectivity 







Neighborhood Connectivity 

Infraspace, Under I-93 and I-90 Underpass between South End 
and South Boston 



Neighborhood Connectivity 



Neighborhood Connectivity 

Infraspace, Under I-93 and I-90 Underpass between South End and South Boston 
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Neighborhood Connectivity 

Proposed Intersection Design  for Tremont Street and Washington Street and Melnea Cass Boulevard 
April 2015 
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Neighborhood Vibrancy and Public realm 

Blackstone and Franklin Squares (above) Peters Park (below) 



 
i) the Property is to be used and maintained for open space purposes, 

including, but not limited to: community gardening, neighborhood-
related green space use, and landscaping, parkland, and children's 
play areas, and shall be kept open and green forever. 

 
Parcel SE-49: 106 West Springfield Street 
Parcels SE-7,SE-122, RD-36, and SE-123: 108-114 West Springfield 
Parcel SE-2: 116-118 West Springfield 
 
Parcel SE-124: 29 and 31 Dartmouth Street 
 
Parcel RR-8: 561 Columbus Avenue 
 
Parcel RE-2B: 108-138 Worcester Street 
 
Parcel RD-13: 20-22 Clarendon Street and 67-69 Warren Avenue 
Parcel 33B: 75-87 Northampton Street 
 
Parcel 30: 1561-1565 Washington Street 
 
Parcel 23A: Corner of Tremont, Lenox, and Kendall Streets 
 
Parcel P-6A: 500-510 Tremont Street;  
1-67 East Berkeley Street; 211-217 Shawmut Avenue 
 
Parcel RD-22: 24-30 Warwick Street 
 
Parcel SE-18: 32 Wellington Street 
 
Parcel X-26A: 25-29 Warwick Street 

Neighborhood Vibrancy and Public realm 
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EXISTING DEVELOPMENT
1 Grant Manor
2 Mandela

HISTORIC
REDEVELOPMENT

3 Allen House
4 Minot Hall Housing
5 Porter House

LANDMARK
6 Blackstone &

Franklin Squares
7 Blackstone

Elementary School
8 Peter’s Park
9 Ramsay Park

10 South End Historic
Burial Ground

NEW DEVELOPMENT
11 BioSquare
12 Boston Medical

Center
13 Cathedral Housing

Project
14 Laconia

Condominiums
15 Langham Court

Housing
16 New Police Station
17 Parmelee Court

Housing
18 Rollins Square

Housing
19 Roxbury Corners

Housing & Retail
20 Savoy Condos
21 South Park

Residential
Development / South
End Community
Health Center

22 Wilkes Passage
Housing

Housing + Community  



Housing Preservation 

80 2003 

Porter House (13 units) Allen House (11 units) 
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Housing + Community Life 

Minot Hall 1597 Washington Street Laconia Lofts 

The Savory Rollins Square Wilkes Passage Lofts 
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Housing + Community Life 

Joshua Bates Art Center and Art Block 
725-735 Harrison 

700 Harrison Rollins Square Gateway Terrace 
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Housing + Community Life 

80 East Berkeley 

600 Harrison 

Jordan Lofts (477-481 Harrison) 

345 Harrison Avenue 136 Shawmut Avenue 

The Factory at 46 Wareham 
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Housing + Community Life 

Northampton Square 1065 Tremont Street 20 Sussex Street 
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Housing + Community Life 

Alexandra Hotel 775 Harrison 
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Housing + Community Life 

Castle Square Mandela Homes Tent City 



Inclusionary Development Policy Changes on the Horizon 

Administration of the IDP Policy is now being 
actively analyzed and rethought 
 
Communication between departments (BRA 
and DND) is improved 
 
Implementation has become clearer for staff 
 

Housing + Community Life 



IDP Policy is looking actively at: 
 

• Onsite requirement 
• Offsite requirement 
• Rental buyout requirements 
• Condo buyout requirements 
• Rental income limits 
 

Inclusionary Development Policy Changes on the Horizon 

Housing + Community Life 
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Economic Development 
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Economic Development 

Tremont Street restaurants and retail 

Washington Street restaurants and retail 



Economic Development 

Study area for Harrison-Albany Corridor 



Economic Development 



Economic Development 

Allowable Heights under new zoning for Harrison-Albany Corridor 

Rendering of The Troy 

Rendering of Ink Block (full build) 
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80 East Berkeley 

600 Harrison 

Jordan Lofts (477-481 Harrison) 

345 Harrison Avenue 136 Shawmut Avenue 

The Factory at 46 Wareham 

Economic Development 



The concept for the South 
End Area is developed from 
the fact that there are really 
two major communities in 
the project – a predominantly 
residential community and an 
industrial and medical-
institutional community. 
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Economic Development 

 
 

Crosstown Center Flower Exchange 



Thank you! 
South End 

South End, 1962 
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