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1. Introduction (10 mins) 
2. Overview presentation (30 mins) 
3. Workshop Discussion (45 mins) 
4. Summary (20 mins) 
 

Workshop Logistics: 
Roxbury 

Washington Park Urban Renewal  Area  (1962) 



What the BRA is NOT doing:  

1. Not modifying or extending the existing 
boundaries 
 

2. Not creating new urban renewal plan 
areas 

 
3. Not proposing projects, but focusing on 
    process and planning 



What the BRA IS doing:  

1. Repositioning Urban Renewal as a 
contemporary planning and economic 
development tool 
 

2. Refresh plans to show current planning 
and projects 

 
3. Revisit original goals and planning 
 objectives 



What is Urban 
Renewal? 



Certain cities and towns in the Commonwealth 
contain areas that are substandard, decadent or 
blighted open.    
 
Urban renewal is a strategy for redeveloping and 
revitalizing these disinvested, underutilized and 
blighted areas for residential, commercial, industrial, 
business, governmental, recreational, educational, 
hospital or other uses.   
 
This is now a state, not federal, program. 

WHAT IS URBAN RENEWAL? 



ADAPTING OUR VIEW OF URBAN 
RENEWAL 

Original Approach 

• Tackle blight 

Current Approach 

• Assemble land to develop 
infrastructure and public 
facilities 

• Develop affordable housing 

• Aggregate parcels to build 
streets for vehicular traffic 

• Create vibrancy 

• Reinvest in already developed 
facilities to add density and 
diverse uses 

• Create a diverse housing stock 
with mixed income, family and 
TOD housing 

• Make current streets efficient 
for multi-modal transportation 

Responding to the changing needs of the City of Boston 
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UR Plans 

19 urban renewal plans approved in the 
Commonwealth since 1996 
5 plans approved over past two years 
 
Despite their age, many older plans continue to 
be active: 

• Assembly Square in Somerville 
• Union Square intermodal transportation facility in Springfield 
• Kendall Square in Cambridge 

 
 

 
 
 
 









West End, 1957 

URBAN RENEWAL’S STIGMA 

BEFORE AFTER 



South End, 1962 Charlestown, 1965 

South Cove, 1965 Fenway, 1965 



Recent Urban Renewal Projects 

Whittier Street Health Center (Campus High) 

Charlesview Apartments (Brighton) 
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Spaulding Rehab Center and Park (Charlestown) 



We’re the original  
“think and do” tank. 

Urban Renewal is intended to balance 
planning with projects. 

Plans 

Projects 
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Crescent Parcel, 
Washington Park 

Upcoming Urban Renewal Projects 

City Hall Plaza, Government Center 

The Chain Forge Hotel,  
Charlestown 

The Ropewalk,  
Charlestown 

The Little Building (Emerson), 
 Park Plaza 



C
o

nn
ec

t 
H

is
to

ri
c 

B
o

st
o

n 

Municipal Harbor Plan 

Upcoming Urban Renewal Planning 
Huntington Avenue Study 

Greenway Ramps Parcel Study 
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Supporting community 
space creation in the 
neighborhoods 
 
The Whittier Health Center moved into its new 
space in Campus High in 2012. This 
accomplishment was a major milestone for the 
health center, as it was the first time in the 
organization's 78 year history that it was 
working out of a location that it designed and 
built, and its new home on Tremont Street was 
nearly triple the size of its old location. The 
new location allowed the health center to 
increase its capacity from 68,000 to 220,000 
patient visits per year, and houses a variety of 
medical and dental offices, a pharmacy, a 
physical therapy clinic, and community space 
with educational programs and resources 
including computer kiosks. This completion of 
the project benefited from Urban Renewal title 
clearance and land assembly. 

Tools at work in Roxbury 

Whittier Street Health Center 
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Building new public 
facilities 
 
The new Area B-2 Police Station in Dudley was 
completed in 2007. In order to assemble the 
land for the this new state of the art facility, in 
December 2007, the BRA used its eminent 
domain powers to acquire a portion of the 
property located at 2406 Washington, which 
was the former site of the Boston Children’s 
Service Center. 

Tools at work in Roxbury 

Area B2 Police Station 
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Affordable housing for 
the elderly 
 
The 24-30 Rockland Street Senior Housing 
Project is located in the Warren Gardens 
neighborhood, near Dudley Square and 
includes 40 single room occupancy affordable 
apartment units for senior citizens. Two of the 
parcels in the project site are in the 
Washington Park Urban Renewal Area. 

Tools at work in Roxbury 

Rockland Street Senior Housing 
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Small-scale residential 
infill development 
 
Parcel 8A and Parcel 8 are both four-story 
brick row houses that were owned by the BRA 
and were conveyed to developers following an 
RFP process. The row houses were renovated 
and each includes two residential units. 

Tools at work in Roxbury 

Parcels 8 and 8A 
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Historic rehabilitation 
and demonstration 
project 
 
 
The Alvah Kittredge house was built in 1838 
by furniture maker Alvah Kittredge. In it's 
heyday, the mansion was considered a symbol 
of Boston's growth after the American 
Revolution, but over time the home was 
forgotten and began to deteriorate. In 2011, the 
home underwent a multi-million dollar 
renovation and was transformed into 
affordable living space for five families. This 
project was an Urban Renewal demonstration 
project and required an order of taking for it's 
effectuation. The BRA also approved a 
$150,000 grant award from the Inclusionary 
Development Program Fund (“IDP”) to support 
the construction of affordable housing as part 
of its development program. 

Tools at work in Roxbury 

Alvah Kittredge House 



The Bruce C. Bolling Municipal Building, Dudley Square 

Tools at work in Roxbury 



Fall 2014:  
City Council Briefing 

BRA Board Extension 
Request to DHCD 

Simplified UR Extension Process 

January 2015:  
DHCD Extension 
Approved 

February 2015:  
Task Force Kickoff 
Stakeholder Outreach 
Finalize Public Process 

March 2015:  
Begin Public Process 

Public Outreach 

Late Fall 2015:  
City Council Approval 
BRA Board Approval 
Mayor Approval 
DHCD Approval 

















Historic Development + 
Urban Renewal Projects 

BRA Urban Renewal Website 





#1 City Hall  #2 South End #3 Roxbury 

Phase I: Kickoff Meetings 





Phase 3: Synthesis 



















Public Transit (T) 
in Roxbury 



Multiple Urban 
Renewal Plan 
Areas in Roxbury 



Bus Routes 



Roxbury Strategic 
Master Plan 
Boundary 



Past, Present, and 
Future Planning in 
adjacent areas 



City of Boston-
owned land 
(orange) 



BRA-owned land 
(pink) 



Institutional uses  
(yellow) 



Land Use 



Recent 
Development 
(renovation or new 
construction) 



Recent 
Development 
(renovation or 
new construction) 



BRA Pipeline 
Projects (Under 
Review, Approved, 
Under Construction) 



Current Planning 
and Development 
Context 
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Suggested 
themes: 
 
• Neighborhood 

Connectivity 
 

• Neighborhood Vibrancy 
+ Public Realm 
 

• Housing 
 

• Economic Development 
+ Community Life 
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The Roxbury Strategic Master Plan represents a 
commitment to build a socially and economically vibrant Roxbury.  The 
Plan outlines a planning agenda that will serve as a strategic framework to 
guide change and economic growth for the next ten to twenty years. While 
the plan is primarily about land use, it recognizes the direct relationship 
between land use decisions and quality of life.  It builds upon Roxbury’s 
considerable assets to provide a high-quality physical environment that is 
attractive, safe, and convenient for residents, businesses, and visitors. It is 
a plan that values and promotes education and job readiness at all levels 
and gives residents choices in how they participate in the civic, cultural, and 
economic life of the community. In response to the need for sustainable 
development and environmental justice, this Plan links businesses, 
community organizations, and other sectors with the well being of residents. 
 
The Plan acknowledges and values the youth of Roxbury and seeks to put 
in place an environments in which they can grown and learn, that will 
prepare them to meet the changes and challenges of the 21st century 
workplace and become proactive participants in the civic life of the city. 



Suggested 
themes: 
 
• Neighborhood 

Connectivity 
 

• Neighborhood Vibrancy 
+ Public Realm 
 

• Housing 
 

• Economic Development 
+ Community Life 

 



Neighborhood Connectivity 



Neighborhood Connectivity 
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Neighborhood Connectivity 

Proposed Intersection Design  for Tremont Street and Washington Street and Melnea Cass Boulevard 
April 2015 



Neighborhood Vibrancy + Public Realm 
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Neighborhood Vibrancy + Public Realm 



Inclusionary Development Policy Changes on the Horizon 

Administration of the IDP Policy is now being 
actively analyzed and rethought 
 
Communication between departments (BRA 
and DND) is improved 
 
Implementation has become clearer for staff 
 

Housing 



IDP Policy is looking actively at: 
 

• Onsite requirement 
• Offsite requirement 
• Rental buyout requirements 
• Condo buyout requirements 
• Rental income limits 
 

Inclusionary Development Policy Changes on the Horizon 

Housing 



Housing 



Housing 



Economic 
Development 

PLAN: JPRox 
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Economic Development 



84 

Economic Development 



Campus High Urban Renewal  Area  (1965) 





Thank you! 
Roxbury 

Washington Park Urban Renewal  Area  (1962) 
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