


Why Are We Here?



2016 Urban Renewal Extension Process

• In 2016, the Commonwealth’s Department of Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD) approved a six-year extension of the Boston 
Planning and Developments Urban Renewal powers, which are seen as 
an important tool for planning and economic development.

• As we enter the mid way point of that extension the agency is coming 
out to all 16 Urban Renewal Areas to update the community on their 
actions and gain feedback into the future of each plan area.

http://www.bostonplans.org/news-calendar/news-updates/2016/08/8/state-approves-six-year-extension-of-boston%E2%80%99s-urba


Urban Renewal Community Engagement - Phase 1
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Community Engagement Next Steps - Analyze 

Phase 2 

• Campus High School - September

• CBD South Station - September

• South Cove - October

• Fenway - October

• Downtown Waterfront - November

Phase 3

• Charlestown - November

• Government Center - December

• South End - January

• Washington Park - January

• West End - February



Who Am I?



Hi !



Urban Renewal Area Agenda

1. Urban Renewal Background

2. Urban Renewal Action Plan

3. Land Disposition Agreement Inventory Update

4. Analysis and Inventory of BPDA Owned Land 

5. Community Feedback
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Urban Renewal 

Background



Urban Renewal Origins

• Urban Renewal dates back to the American 

Housing Act of 1949, when the Federal 

Government began to invest great sums of 

money to redevelop cities that were rapidly 

declining after World War II. Early Urban 

Renewal efforts attempted to tackle 

widespread blight by assembling land to 

develop massive infrastructure and public 

facilities usually at the expense of 

displacing poor and marginalized residents. 



Urban Renewal Plan Areas



Urban Renewal Background

The 16 Existing Urban Renewal Plans (After 2016 Extension)

• Central Business District – School-Franklin

• Central Business District – Boylston-Essex

• Central Business District - South Station

• North Station

• Government Center

• Brunswick King

• Park Plaza

• South End
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• South Cove

• Kittredge Square

• Washington Park

• Campus High School

• Fenway

• Downtown Waterfront

• Charlestown

• West End



Expired Urban Renewal Plan Areas

• New York Streets

• Whitney Streets

• St. Botolph

• CBD – Bedford West

• Sumner Street

• North Harvard 

• Tremont Mason



Proposed CBD



Resulting CBD



School Franklin – Goals

• To eliminate blighted conditions, deterioration, obsolescence, traffic congestion, 
incompatible land uses and other environmental deficiencies in order to facilitate 
sound development and orderly growth.

• To promote and expedite public and private development and investment in the 
area through new commercial facilities and the improvement of public utilities 
and services.

• To provide the basis for stabilization of property values and to encourage 
rehabilitation of existing real property so as to prevent decline of the area. 

• To remove deteriorated, substandard and dilapidated building and structures 
which prevent new investment. 

• To encourage increased acceptance of mass transit within the area.



Central Business District



Urban Renewal Tools and Terms



Urban Renewal Tools

• Site Assembly

• Title Clearance

• Vertical Discontinuance

• Land Use Control/Land Disposition Agreement

• Urban Renewal Overlay Districts



2) BPDA : Urban Renewal Action Plan
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BPDA Urban Renewal Website
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BPDA Urban Renewal Website 



Urban Renewal Document Center



Land Disposition Procedures and Actions
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Community Meetings and RFP Process



Completion of 
LDA &

BPDA Owned 
Property 
Inventory



Urban Renewal on the Zoning Viewer 



3) Land Disposition Agreement Inventory



CBD: School-
Franklin



Parcel A-1 
350 Washington St 
(Formerly 
Woolworths)

350 Washington St

(Formerly Woolworths)



Parcel A-1: 33 Arch Street 33 Arch Street treet

•



Parcel A-2 (Walgreens – Formerly Borders)



Parcel A-2

Walgreens



Parcel A-4 

Shoppers 
Park



Shoppers Park 

(Past)



Shoppers Park 



4) BPDA Owned Property



OLD CITY HALL



Parcel A-3 : Irish Famine Memorial



5) Feedback


