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• “There is no vision or big idea”

• “The streets are too wide and counterintuitive”

• “It feels piecemeal and disorganized”

• “There are no intimate spaces like the rest of Boston”

• “It’s too sterile”

• “It feels like it’s all for cars and not for people”

• “It’s all just big glass boxes”

• “It has no soul”
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PEDESTRIAN STREET PRECEDENTS
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La Rambla was originally a ravine at the edge of the city. 

It has become one of the world’s great pedestrian spac-

es. The street cuts through the medieval urban fabric 

of Barcelona’s Gothic Quarter, and terminates in the 

civic Plaza of Cataluna. By following its original course 

as a river, the street provides a continuous landscape 

of great clarity and recognition. The landscape is made 

complete by a simple unifying element: the tree canopy.

CAFES AND KIOSKS RARELY OCCUR ON BOTH SIDES OF THE SPACE AT 
THE SAME TIME, RATHER, THE OCCUPATION OF THE MODULATES TO 
ENSURE FREE WALKING PATHS.

IN STARK CONTRAST WITH THE DENSE URBAN FABRIC OF BARCE-
LONA, THE TREE CANOPY OF LAS RAMBLAS PROVIDES A CONTINU-
OUS LANDSCAPE. 

5 2 ’  1 8 ’1 8 ’1 0 ’ 8 ’



PRECEDENTS
PEARL STREET MALL, BOULDER
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The Pearl Street Mall in Boulder is similar in program, 

vocation, and amenity to the other pedestrian malls 

created in the United States during the 20th century 

urban renewal movement. Its principal distinction is the 

successful use of its environs to add drama and a sense 

of place to the pedestrian experience. With a stunning 

view corridor to the Rocky Mountains, the mall reaffi rms 

a connection with the larger landscape with thoughtful 

planting, material, and color palettes. 

WALKING CORRIDORS MEANDER FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, AND OPEN UP 
IN THE CENTER TO CREATE OUTDOOR ROOMS. THIS IS REINFORCED 
THROUGH PLANTING SCHEMES.

LARGE BOULDERS AND WARM-COLORED HARDSCAPE MATERIALS 
IN THE FOREGROUND EVOKE A CONNECTION WITH THE ROCKIES 
IN THE BACKGROUND.
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ERRATIC BOULDERS
SIZE AND SCALE

SMALL 3’(H) x 4’(W) x 6’(D) (Varies) MEDIUM 4’(H) x 4’(W) x 8’(D) (Varies)

LARGE 3’(H) x 10’(W) x 20’(D) (Varies) EXTRA LARGE 6’(H) x ’15’(W) x 18’(D) (Varies)
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Acer saccharum
Sugar Maple

Characteristics:
Height:     45’ to 50’
Width:    35’ to 40’
Salt Tolerant:   Low
Drought Tolerance: Low
Sun/Shade:   Full Sun 
Native:     Yes

Notes: Use in wide street tree lawns/pits due to increased drought sensitivity.

Liquidambar styracifl ua
American Sweetgum

Characteristics:
Height:     50’ to 75’
Width:    40’ to 65’
Salt Tolerant:   Moderate
Drought Tolerance: Moderate
Sun/Shade:   Full Sun  
Native:     Yes

Notes: Recommended for narrow or wide street tree lawns/pits. Does not do well in areas of confi ned root 
growth, deep tap root.

Quercus palustris
PIN OAK

Characteristics:
Height:     50’ to 75’
Width:    40’ to 70’
Salt Tolerant:   Low
Drought Tolerance: Moderate
Sun/Shade:   Full Sun  
Native:     Yes

Notes: Lower branches will require removal when used as a street or parking lot tree since they tend to droop and 
hang on the tree. Use in wide street lanws or parks due to size.

Nyssa sylvatica
BLACK TUPELO

Characteristics:
Height:    30’ to 60’
Width:   20’ to 40’
Salt Tolerant:  Moderate
Drought Tolerance: High
Sun/Shade:  Full Sun 
Native:    Yes

Notes: Recommended for buffer strips around parking lots or for median strip plantings in the highway.
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THE GOLD CANOPY



Celtis occidentalis
HACKBERRY

Characteristics:
Height:    40’ to 60’
Width:   40’ to 60’
Salt Tolerant:  Moderate
Drought Tolerance: High
Sun/Shade:  Full Sun/Partial
Native:    Yes

Ulmus americana
AMERICAN ELM

Characteristics:
Height:    60’ to 80’
Width:   40’ to 80’
Salt Tolerant:  Moderate
Drought Tolerance: Moderate
Sun/Shade:  Full Sun
Native:    Yes

Quercus acutissima
SAWTOOTH OAK

Characteristics:
Height:    40’ to 50’
Width:   35’ to 55’
Salt Tolerant:  Moderate
Drought Tolerance: High
Sun/Shade:  Full Sun
Native:    Yes

Quercus phellos
WILLOW OAK

Characteristics:
Height:    40’ to 60’
Width:   30’ to 60’
Salt Tolerant:  Moderate
Drought Tolerance: High
Sun/Shade:  Full Sun
Native:    Yes
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EAST SERVICE ROAD

EXISTING

PROPOSED
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SEAPORT BOULEVARD
MID-BLOCK CROSSING

CANOPY TREES + PLANTINGSART INSTALLATIONS



SEAPORT BOULEVARD (VIEW WEST)
EXISTING CONDITION



SEAPORT BOULEVARD - LOOKING WEST - PROPOSED PUBLIC REALM

SEAPORT BOULEVARD (VIEW WEST)
PROPOSED CONDITION



EXISTING SEAPORT MATERIAL PALETTE



EXISTING SEAPORT MATERIAL PALETTE
FAN PIER PARK



EXISTING SEAPORT MATERIAL PALETTE 
SEA GREEN



PROPOSED SEAPORT MATERIAL PALETTE





PUBLIC REALM STATISTICS: 
- ON-SITE PUBLIC OPEN SPACE: 37%
- 8.8 ACRES PUBLIC OPEN SPACE (8.6 PREVIOUS)
- 7.0 ACRES PEDESTRIAN OPEN SPACE (6.5 PREVIOUS)
-  2.5 LINEAR MILES ACTIVE STREET FRONTAGE
- OVERALL FAR: 7.65 




