


SUMMARY OF PROCESS

 BRA Board authorization for RFP in August 2014.

 RFP issued in September 2014 and consultant
approved in November 2014.

* 3 public meetings, March 24, April 8, and May 27.

* Scope of the study defined in order to think about
the approved zoning entitlements collectively and
understand core issues in anticipation of Article 80
Large Project Review.

* Provide some early environmental study for wind
and shadow in the context of the overall Avenue.

* Provide a vision for the public realm

* Provide forum for community feedback



WHAT ARE DESIGN GUIDELINES?

 Urban design principles
 Massing and scale

* Site organization and landscape

* Relationship of building to street
* Public realm

e Site furnishings

 Environmental comfort

e |dentity (institutional and district)
 Materials

GOAL: A cohesive, high quality urban environment
METHOD: Investigate a range of concepts and
alternatives which highlight key design issues



WHAT ARE DESIGN GUIDELINES?

 Work of the Sasaki team outlines a vision for the
public realm which balances overall corridor
identity with institutional identity and rationalizes
thinking about building height, placement, and its
relationship to the quality of open spaces.

* Provides ability to inform the Large Project Review
process for each individual project while
considering the entire Avenue

 Will be adopted by the BRA Board but will not
modify existing zoning
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PRIMARY STUDY AREA: INSTITUTIONAL OWNERSHIP
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[ Northeastern University I New England Conservatory
[ Wentworrh Institute Huntington Theatre Company
[ Museum of Fine Arts I MASS College of Arts & Design
I FCCS Christian Science Center Mass College of Pharmacy
I Boston Symphony Orchestra [ Harvard Medical School



PRIMARY STUDY AREA: PERMITTED PROJECTS
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PRINCIPLES AND TACTICS

MOBILITY

PRINCIPLE:

Create a clear, safe,
well-connected pedestrian
experience.

TACTICS:

e Future development must provide
sufficient sidewalk width for pe-
destrians’ comfortable and safe
passage

e Clarify the cadence of pedestri-
an crossings along the Avenue
through massing, landscape, and
site lines

PLACEMAKING

PRINCIPLE:

The Avenue should be a cohesive,
high quality environment.

Institutions should express their
identity through architecture and
open spaces.

TACTICS:

e “Fabric” buildings must relate in
scale and material to the buildings
that surround them

e “Connecting” open spaces facil-
itate pedestrian movement both
along the Avenue and within sur-
rounding blocks

e A continuous streetwall will high-
light “signature” open spaces and
“iconic” buildings

*  “lconic” buildings should express
institutional identity

PROGRAMMING

PRINCIPLE:

The Avenue should be an active,
inclusive urban environment.

TACTICS:

* New buildings must have active
ground floors; existing buildings
should add active ground floor
uses where possible

¢ New and existing open spaces
should be actively programmed
throughout the year and for a wide
range of audiences

COMFORT

PRINCIPLE:

New development and initiatives
should promote pedestrian
comfort in the public realm.

TACTICS:

Minimize building shadow impacts,
particularly on active buildings and
open spaces

Minimize negative wind impacts on
new and existing open spaces

Employ landscape strategies that
promote comfort by providing
seasonal shade




OVERALL CONCEPT DIAGRAM

Emerald Necklace

Fenway

(A

.
%
*

*
oooo‘go@oo.‘
53.
|

nkgve s
ib «
1

North
”,oOV Huntington Ave
Major Crossings
k"a Pedestrian Crossings
~,¢a Pedestrian Paths

Existing “Front Door” Edges

Proposed “Front Door” Edges
Streetwall Edge
Programming Opportunity

“Welcome Mat” Primary
Landscape Zones

Lol

Connections to Regional
Open Space Systems

o
(X X X X X X X XL X .4‘>. ®
<

Southwest Corridor

A

X
3 @‘\%
2 ; o

L <2

L@ i
g ki
o

&

af

A
AN
o Huntington Ave

S Lo

']

H

SEmmmmaw

TOWER

/ ]
o
Syth §;

NG

"y
......
LE}

N

....@.O."........:O

Tl

St Stephen St -
I 1 <‘

b

e
Columby® B



MOBILITY

{

N

hﬁ.M..“.._..,. )

a.
W

. ._,h
A ﬁ 1
_.......ﬁwf‘.“
s

{




EXISTING MOBILITY SYSTEMS
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EXISTING SIDEWALK CONDITIONS

Section A - North of Gainsborough Street

Green Line
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PROPOSED SIDEWALK CONDITIONS - HUNTINGTON
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PROPOSED SIDEWALK CONDITIONS - SIDE STREETS
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PLACEMAKING
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PUBLIC REALM
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COHESIVE LANDSCAPE MATERIALS GUIDELINES

Planting Materials - Huntington Ave Paving Materials
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COHESIVE LANDSCAPE MATERIALS GUIDELINES

Site Furnishings

Seating Bike Rack Trash
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HUNTINGTON AVENUE CONCEPT - WELCOME MATS

Fenway
S
&
\’85’8
Q% &l
¢ 2
o Z Museum of < 9
) % Fine Arts o
<. -
2 g

§ooo

West 5 |
Village H

Ae House

N
0'@ - \ \
4 ._-Wentworth
Hall
Y
23 ?%;
,0&“8‘ %
< <

.o'V Huntington Ave

‘o
Major Crossings
] Existing “Front Door” Edges
9 Programming Opportunity

“Welcome Mat” Primary
Landscape Zones

% : Mass ART 08; =
VA © s / 7773
..o.oo.o.-ooooooooooo.oo@o..ooooooooo..gumpg@nqgoo-

St Stephen St

..@..o.o.......o

&

Northeastern
Univ.
Student
Center

North

19



HUNTINGTON AVENUE CONCEPT - WELCOME MATS
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WELCOME MATS MATERIALS GUIDELINES

Integrated Lighting
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WELCOME MATS MATERIALS GUIDELINES
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WELCOME MATS MATERIALS GUIDELINES

Planting Materials Paving Materials

23



WELCOME MAT CONCEPT
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WELCOME MAT CONCEPT
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SIDE STREET CONCEPT
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SIDE STREET CONCEPT
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EXISTING PROGRAMMING ALONG THE AVENUE

I Existing Active Edges
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PROPOSED PROGRAMMING ALONG THE AVENUE
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ACTIVE PROGRAMMING CONCEPT AT MFA
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ACTIVE PROGRAMMING CONCEPT AT MFA
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SHADOW STUDIES
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SHADOW STUDIES

2+ Hours
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SHADOWS AND BUILDING SETBACKS
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SHADOWS AND BUILDING SETBACKS
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WIND CONDITIONS AND WIND MITIGATION STRATEGIES
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Suggestions to Mitigate
Wind Impacts:

¢ Orient towers such that

their long sides are
perpendicular to prevailing
winds (west-northwesterly)

Avoid siting two towers
close together; this can
create a vortex effect

Step back tower facades
above a deeper base to
provide a “shelf” that will
offset downdraft effects

Incorporate trees and
canopies
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WIND CONDITIONS AND WIND MITIGATION STRATEGIES
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BLOCK BY BLOCK DESIGN GUIDELINES
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Northeast View
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BUILDING MATERIAL GUIDELINES
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BUILDING MATERIAL GUIDELINES
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OVERALL CONCEPT DIAGRAM

Emerald Necklace

Fenway

(A

.
%
*

*
oooo‘go@oo.‘
53.
|

nkgve s
ib «
1

North
”,oOV Huntington Ave
Major Crossings
k"a Pedestrian Crossings
~,¢a Pedestrian Paths

Existing “Front Door” Edges

Proposed “Front Door” Edges
Streetwall Edge
Programming Opportunity

“Welcome Mat” Primary
Landscape Zones

Lol

Connections to Regional
Open Space Systems

o
(X X X X X X X XL X .4‘>. ®
<

Southwest Corridor

A

X
3 @‘\%
2 ; o

L <2

L@ i
g ki
o

&

af

A
AN
o Huntington Ave

S Lo

']

H

SEmmmmaw

TOWER

/ ]
o
Syth §;

NG

"y
......
LE}

N

....@.O."........:O

Tl

St Stephen St -
I 1 <‘

b

e
Columby® B

51



52



