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NDOD
BPDA Design Review Provisos

General
1. All changes to the exterior and/or site plans shall be submitted to the Boston Planning & Development Agency
(“BPDA”) for review and approval.
2.All building improvements shall be completed prior to issuance of occupancy permit by ISD unless prior approval is
granted by the BPDA.
3.All site improvements, including but not limited to hardscape and plantings, must be completed prior to issuance of
occupancy permit by ISD unless prior approval is granted by the BPDA for a delay in completing the site
improvements. 

Landscape
4. All new trees shall have a minimum caliper of 3-inch caliper. 
5. Fences shall be of high quality material; wood or metal is preferred. Chain link fencing is not preferred, especially
in front yards; if chain-link is used, it must be vinyl-coated chain link in combination with landscaping. Fences shall
not be higher than 6’-0” without ZBA approval. Fences of 6’-0” height are only allowed for rear yards. Front yard
fences should not be taller than 42” (3’-6”). 
6.Screening and buffering shall be provided along the side yards to ensure privacy for you and your neighbors. The
planting buffer should contain a mix of deciduous and evergreen trees and shrubs. The use of bulbs, perennials, and
annuals are encouraged. A minimum five (5) foot wide buffer is encouraged. 
7.Curb-cuts should be limited to 10ft wide for residential projects. The pedestrian sidewalk must be continuous over
the access driveway. 
8.Driveway widths should be limited to 10ft wide. If necessary, driveways may taper from curb-cut dimension to the
width of the garage opening. 
9.Permeable surfaces are encouraged on site; use permeable paving for any necessary paved surfaces and
increase the vegetative cover as much as possible through the inclusion of ground-level plantings, green roofs, and
porous surfaces.

Building
10.No more than 12” of the foundation shall be exposed.
11.Masonry: Brick veneer must be at least one full wythe of brick deep. Thin brick will not be allowed.
12.Siding: No vinyl or aluminum siding will be allowed.  Clapboards shall be wood or fiber-cement.  All trim (corner
boards, door/window casings, soffit/fascia trim, skirt boards, frieze boards, etc.) shall be wood or fiber cement with a
painted finish. 
13.Doors: All doors including garage doors should be wood.  Metal or vinyl doors will not be allowed.  Fiberglass
doors may be considered as long as the detailing and finish matches wood doors and has a painted finish. All doors
facing the street including garage doors shall have translucent panels.
14. Windows: Windows should be wood or wood clad in another material, such as aluminum or fiberglass.  All vinyl
windows will not be allowed.  All windows shall have exterior muntins and half screens. 
15.Window and door trim shall have the following minimum dimensions: 4” casings with 5” or 6” trim at head.
Cornerboards shall be 8” wide at minimum.
16.All front porches and the rear porches shall have wood (fir, mahogany, redwood, etc.) square edge decking,
select painted pine trim at exposed stringers, skirt boards, platform trim, stair risers, column trim, painted fir top and
bottom rails and balusters. All lattice shall have a painted finish. Composite materials can be considered for porches.
17.Pressure treated lumber will not be allowed as an externally visible material for exterior decking. All pressure
treated wood exposed to public views on the site shall be covered and shielded from view. Use of composite, and/or
natural wood materials is acceptable.

Mechanical
18.The final location of the HVAC compressors, gas meters, electric meters, generators, switchgear, and
transformers shall be adequately screened from public view and will not be allowed in the front yard.  
19.All mechanical vents shall be through the roof or rear wall and shall not be visible from the public street. Vents
located on elevations that do not directly face a public way should be composed on the facade so as to minimize
their appearance.
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