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Open House Comments

PUBLIC RESPONSES TO “WHAT IS YOUR VISION FORTURE OF THE STUDY AREA?”
Public responses were collected during the PLAN: Dot Ave Open House event on July 30, 2015 and online survey

Mobility
& Getting Around

Placemaking & 
Neighborhood 
Character

Other

Housing

Streets, Sidewalks & 
Public Environment

Open Space

Economic
Development

What is your vision 
for the future of 
the study area?

Bike path away from traffic
Cycle tracks to create low-stress cycling opportunities for people of all ages
Improve T service
Bike lane
Garage
Open Dot Ave to Summer Street for vehicles and pedestrians
Protected bike lane on Dot Ave
Opening Dot Ave from Sumner Street to South Boston will create major traffic in South Boston
Bikeable streets
Reduce through traffic
Hubways closer than Jackson Square!
South Boston needs comprehensive transportation study!
More parking spaces and/or garages for residents
Public transportation to expand
Open Dorchester Avenue to Summer Street!!!
Lower parking ratios - exchange for ZipCar spots, Hubway
Traffic and parking! And I don't even have a car
Creating stronger connection to downtown via dot ave
Street improvements for drivers, bikers, and pedestrians
More frequent buses between Broadway, Andrew, and East Broadway during & outside rush hour, and weekends. 
Better accessibility for pedestrians and bikes, alternate access methods for auto travel to ease congested Dot. Ave. 

Keep the neighborhood feel with single family homes, townhouses, and three families
Cultural center?
Tall apartment buildings!
Dot Ave creative corridor - industry, art and design
Quality news design with character + personality
Thriving social and community area
Parks, restaurant/bars, like Tremont Street
Declare historic areas to protect, e.g. City Point
Preserve historic buildings
Cultural space
Art, culture, and civic spaces
Taller buildings if they create open space
Maintain charm and neighborhood character
No cold industrial buildings
Density and height near T stations + NOT in the smaller neighborhoods
Less boxy developments
People-friendly streetscape with shops
Brick buildings
Vibrant, safe, accessible mixed-use development supported by smart public transportation and biking options. 
Integrating new development with industrial base and character
Low crime + safe at night. 
An area filled with cultural events that the local artists create.
Accommodate business, industry and residential along Dot Ave.
Mixed use, transit oriented development. 
4-6 story buildings with ground retail and at/below grade parking and mixed use. 
Heights should be a natural extension of the neighborhood, not an all-out assault.
Mixed use on the east side can be incorporated into better streets that connect with Old Colony. 
Mixture of residential, commercial, and some light industrial.

Middle class housing
Have places for middle class families to stay and thrive in South Boston
Worker housing that young professionals can realistically afford
Micro-units
Affordable housing
Housing for the 99% - no more luxury!
Have places for middle class to lower class especially transit development. more places for families.
Affordable artist/designer work/live space
Addressing housing needs
A mix of homes some affordable for artists.
This area is a perfect location for large residential towers.

Protected
Walkable sidewalks
Cleaner streets
A street for people not cars (Like Lincoln Road in Miami)
Safe streets, slower cars, protectected bike lanes, good sidewalks
More accessible and safer for pedestrians, bicyclists
Wide sidewalk
Bump-outs for pedestrian crossings
A street for people not cars
Safer pedestrian areas

Green space
Parklets
Kids' playground
More parks
More green space
More parks/open space!
Green spaces

Restaurants and small businesses
More retail, shopping + local businesses
High-end stores like Charles Street
More full-service supermarkets for middle or all incomes
Leave some industrial for good-paying jobs. Maybe retail as buffer zone.
South Boston Main Streets district
First floor retail with a walkable streetscape
More retail/commercial (CVS, etc.)
Developing underutilized parcels with shared community benefits
Reinvigoration of closed businesses along Dot Ave.

More kids = we need better schools!!
Study Europe - Geneva
Primary/preventative health care, Tufts
Connect Dot + the city
Schools
Dynamic pricing for parking
Charge for resident parking permits + reinvest in the neighborhood
Safer feeling
Cleaner construction zones
Elimination of Methadone Clinics. 

Environment & 
Sustainability

Make it zero emissions
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Cyclists must be accommodated, ideally with cycle tracks separated from traffic with bollards.
Need more parallel parking spaces + parking lots + garages
Bike lanes!
Height, density, shadowing > Traffic
Safe off-street parking and more sharing services
Andrew Square traffic patterns
Slow the cars! Safer streets!
Cyclist safety and comfort on this major route into downtown
How will proposed changes affect the already crazy traffic on Dot Ave and Old Colony Ave?
Incentives for new residents to use the T, bikes, walk, shared cars and bikes, and carpool etc.
Less cars TOD!
Better T service
Less and slower cars
More bike lanes
Reduce traffic
Eliminate truck traffic
Bike lanes, one-way streets
Walkability and bike-friendly shared roads
Smart parking
Traffic/transit issues addressed
safety and transportation
parking lots
space should be useful to pedestrians and cyclists as well as drivers.
Parking should be moved from the street to lots developed in planning.
A public parking garage
Bike lanes needed on Preble.
Complete streets!!
A safe way for cyclists heading northbound on Dot ave to turn left onto the east St bridge.
Make Dot Ave a safer and more accessible Bicycling corridor via a cycletrack as area is redeveloped.
Non-car transportation (bike, bus, walk, Hubway, etc.)
Olympics helped me see how unplanned + uninvolved citizens are!
Reducing car traffic with improved public transportation and bike safety measures.

Height and density.
Make Andrew Square the new Davis Square
Schools, pre-schools, daycares
Height, massing, and density of proposed buildings
More high-end food shopping - Why make us drive to Milton or Brookline?
Teen space
Preserving the neighborhood feel - limit height near small single families
That there is a reason to come here
Programmable gathering space. Amphitheater
A safe place for young women and families
Livability (safe, fun, welcoming)
Preserving the historic character of South Boston as it grows + develops
Developmental project environmental impact
Many areas located near the T and would make great housing and park space.
arts and culture
proximity and views to downtown
industrial character brick buildings and smokestack
Arts and cultural center
Quality architecture
That it is less dominated by poverty/appearance of poverty for all residents

housing prices.
Family-friendly housing
Senior housing - don't forget our elders!
Affordable housing that is actually affordable
Affordable housing!
Not gentrified, but keeping existing residents in place + allowing room for development
Keeping families with kids in Southie
Need more mixed-use buildings

That it feels less grimy + less scary
More trees
Trees, flowers
Benches
Street activation
Don't forget connections to Joe Moakley Park, Carson Beach, and South Bay
Include connectors (walkway): Walkway/overpass between Andrew Station and Hampton Street; 
Fourth Street Bridge to Berkeley; Herald Street to Kelly Bridge
Transit and pedestrian-centered development
That it feels more connected to city
Green space!
Reduce double parking blocking travel lanes
Parking! Parking! Parking!
Trees
Lighting for safe streets to walk
Modern street design e.g. 10.5 foot travel lanes which makes streets safer for driving, walking, and biking
Tree-lined streets
More trees for beauty + storm water management
Pleasant sidewalks.
Protect the bike lanes
Safer streets
Fourth and Kelly Bridges - safety, better lighting, and green
Proper cleaning/trash collection
Repaint crosswalks
Pedestrian Crossing signs and markers
Safer walkways
Want more trees!

More green!
Green space!
Open space
Create green space
Parks, playground
Cleaner area!

More commercial (markets, Rite Aid, CVS, etc.)
Bank/ATM/Pharmacy by Broadway
Businesses, etc. in walking distance
Incentivize local business
Non-pizza restaurants
Less smoke shops!!!
Who will be evicted including business industry (some good paying job)
More restaurants
Who will be evicted???
restaurants
existing businesses
Opportunity to preserve some interesting businesses in the corridor - Peter Welch's Gym, Crossfit Southie, 
GrandTen Distilling, etc. Cost pressures hard on these businesses, any material change to their cost 
structure would make them untenable, reducing lifestyle advantages enjoyed by current residents.

More public trash can receptacles
Do Not Litter signs (fines for littering)
Services
More frequent trash pick-ups
Cleaner T!

Environmental toxins/emission
Growth/develop green

What do you care about 
in the Study Area?

PUBLIC RESPONSES TO “WHAT DO YOU CARE ABOUT IN THE STUDY AREA?”
Public responses were collected during the PLAN: Dot Ave Open House event on July 30, 2015 and online survey
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Walking and Bicycle Tour Comments
South Boston WALK- BIKE TOUR September 14, 2015
COMMUNITY COMMENTS THEME

walk to prevent sound from route 93
Community Resliniency & 

Sustainability

more affordable housing - ownership & rental
Community Resliniency & 

Sustainability

population impact
Community Resliniency & 

Sustainability
I would also like to see some of the industrial character of the avenue preserved.  Some of the warehouses are in good 
condition and could be pretty cool…housing (lofts?!), or retail as we saw when we visited GrandTen Distillery and Peter 
Welch’s Gym.  Boston is proud of its history, and we should preserve it when at all possible.

Community Resliniency & 
Sustainability

ADA
Community Resliniency & 

Sustainability
If the area changes to mixed use, where will the commercial / industrial businesses relocate to  ? There needs to be a plan 
for these companies since these companies produce jobs and services for the City of Boston as a whole.  I understand that 
Newmarket has a very low % percentage of available space for new companies. We don't want to see these companies 
leave Boston.

Community Resliniency & 
Sustainability

Height restrictions - no more than 6 stories Land Use & Development
What kinds  of commercial , office uses , R& D and retail will be allowed in this area?New uses for green companies, start 
ups etc should be studied. Land Use & Development
Workforce  housing is very important , however this area should also look closely at the zoning that was done for Harrison 
Albany area in the South End.  If FAR and height is increased in this area, and in turn developers would give also give 
space for start ups companies , start up retailers that are community based or cultural spaces. Land Use & Development
Any project that has filed a letter of intent should wait till the planning and zoning has been completed. Maybe this area 
should have an IPOD put in place during the planing  and rezoning of Andrews Sq. There are many examples of planning 
and rezoning area were developers were told by the BRA and the City to wait till the planning and rezoning was completed ; 
for example the Fenway area and Harrsion / Albany area in the South End. These 2 areas have undergone a tremendous 
growth area and good projects have been built respecting the new planning and zoning. Land Use & Development
Housing with reduced parking ratios Land Use & Development
one story buildings - NO Land Use & Development
more retail Land Use & Development
parking garage? Land Use & Development
no more ground floor single-car garages (curb cuts on main street) Land Use & Development
connect the pockets of retail Land Use & Development

Dot Ave industrial days are behind them.  As folks saw from the tour there are a lot of vacant, run-down buildings (including 
the fish place that had been burned out for several years).   I believe Dot Ave should be mixed use – housing (preferably 
work force), commercial (possibly light industrial – that would include a storefront for more foot traffic) and retail. Land Use & Development
If the area changes to mixed use, where will the commercial / industrial businesses relocate to  ? There needs to be a plan 
for these companies since these companies produce jobs and services for the City of Boston as a whole.  I understand that 
Newmarket has a very low % percentage of available space for new companies. We don't want to see these companies 
leave Boston. Land Use & Development

bike lanes Mobility & Connectivity
need more acess for roads to get to X-way without Dot. Av. included Mobility & Connectivity
Andrew Square pedestrian Xing Mobility & Connectivity
Move Hubways off street Mobility & Connectivity
Auto ramps should meet pedestrian codes for travel Mobility & Connectivity
bike lanes improved Mobility & Connectivity
There needs to be a  build out of % footage for the next 20-30 years related to Transporation capacity. Just using 
Transporation analysis from other Article 80 project is not going to give the data for the capacity of sq footage that can be 
build out. The City of  Boston /BRA needs to hire a Transporation firm to do a build out. Especially with interest in Widett 
Circle, the expansion of South Bay Mall , the congestion and at times gridlock in Seaport area , congestion of Dot Ave, and 
the current conditions of Andrew Sq. Mobility & Connectivity
More connecting streets and a possible new grid pattern needs to be looked at carefully to allow traffic to flow through the 
area and for pedestrians. There are many Article 80 projects in the works and also some developers have filed  letters of 
intent.Can some of these projects have new connecting roadways built as part of the projects ? Mobility & Connectivity
The Haul road needs to be opened more for residential traffic . Mobility & Connectivity
Look at Track 61 rail for future connections Mobility & Connectivity
Bike infrastructure! Mobility & Connectivity
through connections to the south end? Mobility & Connectivity
reconnect Dot Ave. Mobility & Connectivity
connect better to Harbor Way (path?) Mobility & Connectivity
Improve #9 bus route, the turn into Broadway Station Mobility & Connectivity

TRAFFIC – during the weekdays Dorchester Ave is a traffic nightmare.  I’m sure BTD will be looking at ways to relieve some 
of the traffic from Dot Ave by creating new roads.  With all the room near the railroad tracks, in the back, there is the 
possibility of constructing a major road that could link to the haul road and take the burden off of Dot Ave.  I have great faith
in BTD and look forward to their ideas.  I also think Dot. Ave should be opened up to South Station. Mobility & Connectivity
BIKES – although we welcome Hubway to the square, the bike rakes should be placed somewhere that they do not take 
away from existing parking.   The current bike rack on Dot Ave should be moved to Andrew Station.   We have asked that 
this be done since they installed it several years ago.  Moving forward, I believe Hubway should work with the local 
neighborhood associations to identify areas for the racks. Mobility & Connectivity
ADA Mobility & Connectivity

widen sidewalks Public Realm & Streetscape
plant trees Public Realm & Streetscape
please preserve mature trees!! Public Realm & Streetscape
public realm- setbacks for all NEW development (i.e. planters) Public Realm & Streetscape
trees Public Realm & Streetscape
wider sidewalks Public Realm & Streetscape
make sidewalk repairs Public Realm & Streetscape
Andrew Station trash issues Public Realm & Streetscape
wider sidewalks Public Realm & Streetscape
wider sidewalks - handicap ramps @ sidewalk ends Public Realm & Streetscape
More public green spaces Public Realm & Streetscape
Open space needs to be looked at in the study area.If mixed use projects are being built, open space needs to be part of the 
overall vision. Public Realm & Streetscape

Streetscape plan need to be part of the study area. How wide are the sidewalks, commercial  parking, meter parking, bike 
lanes etc. In some areas, wider sidewalks should be looked at so outdoor dining and other uses can be accomplished. Public Realm & Streetscape
Dot Ave. - beautiful complete street entrance to boston with sysletrack Public Realm & Streetscape
more big parcels - opportunity for larger parks Public Realm & Streetscape
parks - large and small Public Realm & Streetscape
view corridors - downtown Public Realm & Streetscape
trees Public Realm & Streetscape
pocket parks! Public Realm & Streetscape
Any new development should be set back to widen sidewalks – possibly making way for some café type restaurants – but 
more importantly to allow for trees and foot traffic.  There is not a tree on Dorchester Ave. from Andrew Station until you get
to FW Webb (which is quite a way down the road). Public Realm & Streetscape

WALKING AND BICYCLE TOUR PUBLIC COMMENTS
Public responses were collected during the PLAN: Dot Ave tours on September 14, 2015

WALKING AND BICYCLE TOUR
 More than fifty members of the public participated in the 

tours and shared their comments, questions, and ideas.

WALKING TOUR MAP AND COMMENT SHEET
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to participate and to learn more visit: bit.ly/PLANDotAve
to share your observations and photos contact us:  

mary.knasas@boston.gov tel: 617.918.4489
viktorija.abolina@boston.gov  tel: 617.918.4312 flip the page to share your comments

PLAN: Dot Ave South Boston
Walk Tour Comments & Field Notes

Tour Stops

Planning Themes
As you tour the area, consider these themes in 
your observations:

Mobility and Connectivity 
Walkability and bikeability, bicycle and vehicle 
infrastructure conditions, parking resources, 
and improvement opportunities.

Public Realm and Streetscape
Area character and functionality, and opportu-
nities for beautification, and placemaking.

Land Use and Development
Successful uses, adjacencies, and projects 
and new opportunities sites, use needs and 
characteristics.

Community Resiliency and Sustainability
Social cohesion, housing affordability, business 
viability, public health, environmental well 
being, energy / pollution, and mitigation and 
adaptation opportunities.

START

FINISH


