
January 22, 2020

PLAN: Mattapan Housing Deep Dive



6:00 - 6:30
Presentation

6:30 - 7:20
Table Activity

7:20 - 7:30
Group discussion and questions

Tonight’s Agenda
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1 Where are we now?
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Timeline

We are here
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Vision Statement

PLAN: Mattapan will…

Strengthen the existing culture and stability of the community by 

supporting affordable housing, creating opportunities for businesses to 

thrive, and enhancing connections to improve the neighborhood's 

experience accessing jobs and spaces where people gather.
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Boston Planning & Development Agency

Housing – Department of Neighborhood Development 
(Office of Housing Stability, Boston Home Center, 
Neighborhood Housing Development, Housing Innovation 
Lab), Fair Housing & Equity

Economic Development – Mayor’s Office of Economic 
Development (Small Business / Main Streets), Office of 
Workforce Development, Office of Financial Empowerment

Open Space & Parks - Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department, Department of Conservation Resources (DCR)

Transportation – Boston Transportation Department, 
Boston Public Works Department, MBTA, MassDOT

Environment/Sustainability/Climate Change City of 
Boston Environment Department

Who is here today:

Mayor’s Office of Arts & Culture

Boston Centers for Youth & Families

Age Strong Commission

Community Preservation Act (CPA)

Office of Immigrant Advancement 

Office of Neighborhood Services (ONS)

Mayor’s Youth Council / Dept of Youth Engagement

Commission for Persons with Disabilities

Boston Police Department
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Goals for this Meeting

We hope that you leave this meeting with:
1. An understanding of the City’s Housing Goals
2. How we will address housing throughout PLAN: Mattapan
3. An understanding of the current housing context and the types of 

households that make up Mattapan
4. Feeling prepared to continue to conversation around housing 

development in Mattapan
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2 Mattapan’s
Housing 
Development
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Past
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Housing Development - The Triple Decker
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Housing Development before 1900
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Triple-decker boom in Dorchester 
and parts of northern Mattpan

Development of river-based 
industry and manufacturing

Development of train 
infrastructure and parks



Streetcar Suburb
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Housing Development between 1900-1924

PLAN: Mattapan

Triple-decker in Wellington Hill 
expands with growing Eastern 

European and Jewish Community

Triple-decker housing on 
Dorchester edge close to trolley 

expands

Triple-decker close to Mattapan 
Square expands



Jewish Community
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Housing Development between 1925-1949
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Build-out of housing along Blue 
HIll Ave as population grows

Neighborhoods experience 
densification around existing 

housing stock

River Street are expands



Urban Renewal and Redlining
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Housing Development between 1950-1974
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Build-out of housing along Blue 
HIll Ave as population grows

Neighborhoods experience 
densification around existing 

housing stock

River Street are expands



Housing Development between 1975-1999

Development in the neighborhood 
declines due to a number of political, 
social, and economic forces, 
including limited land near transit, 
disinvestment, and blockbusting.
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Housing Development over the last 20 years
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3 Housing Goals; 
The City and 
Mattapan
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Housing a Changing City: Boston 2030

PRODUCE new housing, PRESERVE existing affordable housing, and 
PROTECT households that are at risk.

1. Produce 69,000 new housing units, with 15,920 units being income 
restricted

2. Retain Boston’s existing income restricted/affordable housing 
3. Re-develop and renovate up to 4,500 BHA units 
4. Combat displacement by supporting the purchase of 1,000 rental 

housing units from the market and make them income restricted
5. Prevent evictions and promote housing stability
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What we heard: Open House, SWOT, and more

HOUSING
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What we heard: Mixed-Use Squares and Corridors
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Mattapan in Context - Population Growth

The population of Mattapan has grown 14% between 2010 and 2017. 
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Mattapan in Context - Housing Development Now

While the population 
in Mattapan has 
increased, the 
amount of available 
housing for rent or 
purchase has not 
increased. 
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Mattapan in Context - Housing costs

All of this impacts housing costs 
and affordability. 36% of rental 
households in Mattapan are 
severely cost burdened, meaning 
they pay more than 30% of their 
income towards rent. 



Mattapan in Context - Household types

Married couple households
Married couples are any two persons that 
are married and members of the same 
household. The married couple may or 
may not have children living with them.

Multi-generational 
households
Multigenerational families are those 
consisting of more than two adult 
generations living under the same roof. 
Many researchers also include 
households with a grandparent and at 
least one other generation.

Single-parent households
A single parent is a person who lives with a 
child or children and who does not have a 
spouse .

Senior households
citizens 65 years or older that live alone

Single-person households
The single-person household is a 
household that contains one person who 
lives alone.
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4 Tonight’s Activity
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Goal of the Activity

1. To discuss the different household types that exist in Mattapan
2. To identify their housing needs
3. To discuss their housing challenges
4. To discuss affordability and what determines it

The activity will
1. Prepare us for future discussions about how to grow different types of 

housing, what that looks, and how we can achieve different levels of 
affordability for different household types. 

2. Help guide how we achieve housing goals alongside other goals set out in 
PLAN: Mattapan. 
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Example - Married Couple Household

PLAN: Mattapan



Example - Married Couple Household
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