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Meeting Agenda

• Welcome and Schedule Overview

• Review and Finalize Vision Statement

• Update on “Complete Streets” program

• Streetscape Palette and Guidelines

• Corridor Overview
– Placemaking/Guidelines 

– Potential Design nodes

– Modal discussions (parking, bicycling)

• Survey Update

• Public Transportation Overview

• Next Steps
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Schedule Overview

CAC Meeting 1 – 7/15/09

>Introduction

CAC Meeting 2 – 9/30/09

>Vision statement

>Urban design analysis

CAC Meeting 3 – 11/23/09

>Finalize vision statement

>Streetscape palette & guidelines

>Corridor Segmentation

>Modal Strategies

-Parking

-Bicycles

-Public Transportation

CAC Meeting 4 – 12/16/09

>Finalize guidelines and materials

>Select nodes

>Modal strategies

-Preliminary recommendations

CAC Meeting 5 – early January ‘10

>Preliminary concepts at key nodes

>Finalize modal strategies plans
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Vision Statement

• Updated based on 
feedback since the 
September meeting

– Black text from 
previous version

– Additions/changes 
highlighted in green

• CAC discussion
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Complete Streets

• Update on “Complete Streets” Program
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Presentation Format

• What’s there today

• Typical Boston examples

• Pushing the envelope

• Team recommendations

• Discussion
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Streetscape Palette

Street Lights

Street Trees

Signs

Wayfinding

Benches

Trash Receptacles

Other Street Furniture

Crosswalk Material

Sidewalk Material

Public Art

Curbs
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Streetscape Palette

Street Lights

Benches

Trash Receptacles

Crosswalk Material

Sidewalk Material
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Streetscape Elements

SUSTAINABILITY LIVING ROOM ANALOGY
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A Family of Elements

A balance of consistency along the corridor with variation on special areas

JP has historic character but not 
a traditional image
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A Family of Elements

Issues to think about:
� How edgy do you want to be?
� Traditional or contemporary
� Design language – consistent, or variety  from district to 

district?
� Sustainability as a benchmark for choosing materials?
� Utilizing cutting edge technology or do we stick with the tried 

and true?
� Material preferences – painted or galvanized 

steel/wood/recycled plastic/stainless steel
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Sidewalk Zones

WALKING  ZONE FURNISHING  ZONE CURB PARKING
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Sidewalk Zones

WALKING  ZONE FURNISHING  ZONESHY SHY CURB
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Sidewalk Zones

WALKING  ZONE FURNISHING  ZONESHY CURB
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Sidewalks:  Existing

What’s there today

• Quality and 

maintenance are 

generally good

• Predominately 

concrete with granite 

curb

• Broom finish with 

troweled joints

• Sidewalk material 

carried over driveways
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Sidewalk Materials

Typical Boston sidewalks 

are concrete
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Characteristics: Finish

Light Grey Color

Broom Finish 

Tooled Joints    

No Aggregate
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Characteristics: Finish

Darker Grey Color

Smooth Finish 

Saw-Cut Joints    

Dark Surface Aggregate
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Boston’s Typical Upgrade

Brick Feature Strip at Curb
Sometimes at Building Edge
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Feature Strip

FINALIZE SLIDE

Narrow Band at Curb

Permeable Pavement
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Feature Strip

FINALIZE SLIDE

Narrow Band at Curb 
with Color or Art
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Feature Strip

FINALIZE SLIDE

Narrow Band at Curb 
plus Band at Building
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Feature Strip

FINALIZE SLIDE

Wide Band at Curb 
plus Band at Building
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Team Recommendations

High-Quality Concrete Sidewalk

•Smooth Finish

•Saw-Cut Joints

•Dark Surface Aggregate

Feature Strip in Commercial/Special Areas

•Permeable Granite Unit Pavers at Curb

•Granite Unit Pavers at Building Edge

•Recycled Glass/Art Inserts
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Crosswalks in the Corridor

• What’s there today

• Typical Boston crosswalks

• Pushing the envelope
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Crosswalks

Traditional Stripes
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Crosswalks

Traditional Ladder
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StreetPrint
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Crosswalks

StreetPrint with Stripe



Jamaica Plain

Centre/South Street

Transportation Action Plan

Crosswalks

StreetPrint with Accessible Center
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Raised Crosswalks

Typical Street-Level Crosswalk

Shared Corner Handicapped Ramp

Raised crosswalks are generally 3 inches above 
the street and 3 inches below the sidewalk.

Why not flush with sidewalk?



Jamaica Plain

Centre/South Street

Transportation Action Plan

Raised Crosswalks

Typical Street-Level Crosswalk

Shared Corner Handicapped Ramp

Primary Pedestrian Axis
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Raised Crosswalks

Typical Street-Level Crosswalk

Shared Corner Handicapped Ramp

Secondary Pedestrian Axis
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Raised Crosswalks

FULLY  RAISED  CROSSWALK

Roadway slopes up to raised 
crosswalk

6-foot wide – minimum

Requires shift of pedestrian path
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Raised Crosswalks

RAISED  CROSSWALK

Roadway slopes up to raised 
crosswalk

6-foot wide – minimum

Requires shift of pedestrian path

Removes important cues for the 
visually impaired
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Raised Crosswalks
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Raised Crosswalks

3-UP  3-DOWN  CROSSWALK

Shorter slope

Less shift of pedestrian path

Requires 2 handicapped ramps
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Raised Crosswalks

3-UP  3-DOWN  CROSSWALK

Shorter ramp

Less shift of pedestrian path

Requires 2 handicapped ramps
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Raised Crosswalks

3-UP  3-DOWN  CROSSWALK

Separate handicapped ramps

Secondary pedestrian path shifts
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Team Recommendations

Traditional Ladder Crosswalks in 
Residential Areas

Custom “StreetPrint” Pattern in Commercial 
Areas

Explore Raised Crosswalks Across Side 
Streets in Special Areas (3”-up 3”-down)
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Streetlights – Lights on wires

Technical and Administrative Challenges
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Streetlights – Lights on wires

Structural Connection to Building
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Streetlights – Lights on wires

Structural Connection to Building

Power through Building
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Streetlights – Lights on wires

Street lights at 100-foot spacing

9 Wires

16 Owner agreements
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Streetlights

Existing

Aggregate concrete

Poles

“Shoebox” and 
“Cobrahead” luminaires

95’-110’ spacing

25-30’ height
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Streetlights

Other Boston Fixtures

Downtown Crossing

Acorn luminaire

• 13-18’ height

• Steel fluted poles 
with wide 
decorative base

• Black

• Cutoff achieved 
with louvres
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Streetlights

Waterfront

Acorn luminaire with 
hat

• 18’ height

• Steel fluted poles 
with wide 
decorative base

• Black

• Cutoff luminaire
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Streetlights

Beacon Hill

Colonial style 
lantern

• 12-14’ height

• Steel fluted 
poles with 
narrow 
decorative 
base

• Black

• No cutoff
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Streetlights

Central Artery

Pendant luminaire 
with mast arm

• 23-28’ height

• Steel fluted poles 
with decorative 
base

• Black

• Full cutoff 
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Streetlights

Seaport

Nautical style 
luminaire

• 18-22’ height

• Steel fluted poles 
with decorative 
base

• Black
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Streetlights

Charlestown

Victorian style 
luminaire

• 13-18’ height

• Steel fluted poles 
with narrow 
decorative base

• Black

• No cutoff
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Streetlights
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Streetlights

Other Light Types
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Streetlights

Bollard Lights
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Team Recommendations

• Full Cut-Off Fixture

• Metal Pole & Fixture with Black Finish

• Optional Colored Finish in Special Areas

• Reuse Existing Foundations & 
Connections if Feasible

• Continue to Investigate LED and Other 
Low-Energy Options

• Consider Bollards in Special Areas
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Seating - Public
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Seating - Private
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Seating – Boston Standard

Metal with black finish

Four legs

Surface mounted
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Seating – New Options 

Materials

Wood /Recycled Plastic                      Metal

Finish

Stainless Steel                                Pain ted

Support

Cantilevered                      Traditional Leg

Attachment

Subsurface Foundation     Surface Bolted
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Seating – New Options 

Configuration

Back                                              B ackless

Open Center                      Center Support

Style

Contemporary                          Traditional
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Seating – Using Art 
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Team Recommendations

• Contemporary Metal Bench

• No Back in Commercial Areas

• Black Finish with Optional Colors in 
Special Areas

• Center Support

• Four Legs with Bolt-On Connection

• Art Benches in Special Areas
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Bike Racks

Previous Boston Standard

Current

Boston Standard
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Bike Racks as Art
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Team Recommendations

Boston Standard

Art Bike Racks in Special Areas
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Trash Receptacles

Typical trash receptacles 

found along the corridor
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Trash Receptacles

Other Boston examples
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Team Recommendations

Solar Compactor, 

e.g. Big Belly
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Recycling

Currently there is no City service to pick up recyc ling at public locations

Recycling bins are available in a wide 
range of styles and finishes

But there needs to be an 
organization to arrange for pick up
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Jackson Square

Commercial

Mixed

Hyde Square/Commercial

Transition

Residential

Pond St/Transition

JP Center

Monument Square

Commercial

Institutional

Commercial

Residential

Forest Hills

Segments
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Palette 

applications

•Commercial

•Transition

•Residential/ 

Institutional

Segments
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Sidewalk Width

Functional approach 

• Level of service

• Sidewalk activities

• Walking – various speeds 
(passing)

• Standing – window 
shopping, conversation

Balancing the Modes

Space available approach 

• Adjust lane width -

• Widen sidewalk (remove 
parking)

• Symmetrical, asymmetrical 

• North south, east west

• Sun shadow

• Continuous, intermittent
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Balance: Pedestrians, Parking, Bicycles

Existing Conditions
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Balance: Pedestrians, Parking, Bicycles

Bicycle Lanes
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Balance: Pedestrians, Parking, Bicycles

Wider Sidewalks
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Balance: Pedestrians, Parking, Bicycles

Intermittent Widening
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Balance: Pedestrians, Parking, Bicycles

Bicycle Lanes + Widened Sidewalk

No Parking
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Current Projects

Jackson Square 

270 Centre Street

Blessed Sacrament

Signal Improvements

Curb Extensions

Baptist Church Reconstruction

South Street Mall

Forest Hills Improvements
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Projects

Potential Public 

& Private 

Opportunities
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Customer Survey

Volunteer Training

• Wednesday, December 2 at 1:30 - Training for working group

• Wednesday, December 2 from 2-4PM - Implementation of Survey in JP

• Friday, December 4 at 3PM - Training for volunteers

Survey Administration

• Saturday, December 5 from 1-3PM - 1st Survey Group

• Wednesday, December 9 from 1-3PM - 2nd Survey Group

• Thursday, December 10 from 6-8PM - 3rd Survey Group

• Saturday, December 12 from 6-8PM - 4th Survey Group
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Public Transportation Overview
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Public Transportation Overview

• Potential Recommendations

– Accessibility (stop lengths)

– Signal improvements

– Bus stop consolidation

– Bus stop amenities: shelters, 
benches, trash receptacles, etc.

– Route/frequency changes?
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Next Steps

• CAC Meeting #4: December 16th 2009

– Finalize guidelines and materials

– Select nodes

– Modal strategies – preliminary recommendations
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Next Steps

Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May June

Task 1: Corridor Vision

Task 2: Create Corridor Streetscape 
Guidelines

Task 3: Redesign Transportation 
Nodes

Task 4: Parking Management Strategy

Task 5: Public Process

Interagency Coordination

M M

M: Meeting


