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RESILIENT COMMUNITES/RESILIENT FAMILIES 



            very low income                          formerly homeless                               new construction                                    urban core 
                 INCOME                                   POPULATION                        DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY                          CONTEXT 

RICHARDSON APARTMENTS 
LOCATION 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
 
ARCHITECT 
DAVID BAKER AND PARTNERS 
ARCHITECTURE 
 
DEVELOPER: 
COMMUNITY HOUSING PARTNERSHIP 
 
TYPOLOGY 
MULTI-FAMILY, HIGH-RISE 
SUPPORTIVE HOUSING 
MIXED-USE 



            low to moderate                                  family                                           new construction                                    suburban 
                 INCOME                                   POPULATION                        DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY                          CONTEXT 

CASITAS DE LA FLORECITAS 
LOCATION 
SAN YSIDRO, CA 
 
ARCHITECT 
 
DEVELOPER: 
CASA FAMILIAR 
 
TYPOLOGY 
SINGLE FAMILY ATTACHED 



              mixed-income                              family, seniors                    new construction and rehabilitation                       suburban 
                 INCOME                                   POPULATION                        DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY                          CONTEXT 

HIGH POINT 
LOCATION 
SEATTLE, WA 
 
ARCHITECT 
MITHUN 
 
DEVELOPER: 
SEATTLE HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 
TYPOLOGY 
SINGLE FAMILY ATTACHED 
ROW HOUSE 
COMMUNITY FACILITY 



            low and very low                        formerly homeless                                new construction                                   general urban 
                 INCOME                                   POPULATION                        DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY                          CONTEXT 

NEW CARVER APARTMENTS 
LOCATION 
LOS ANGELES, CA 
 
ARCHITECT 
MICHAEL MALTZAN  
ARCHITECTURE 
 
DEVELOPER: 
SKID ROW HOUSING TRUST 
 
TYPOLOGY 
HIGH-RISE SUPPORTIVE 
SUPPORTIVE HOUSING 



       very low and low income                      farmworker                                      rehabilitation                                               rural 
                 INCOME                                   POPULATION                        DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY                          CONTEXT 

NUEVO AMANECER 
LOCATION 
WOODBURN, OR 
 
ARCHITECT 
CARLETON HART ARCHITECTS 
 
DEVELOPER: 
FARMWORKER HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 
TYPOLOGY 
2 STORY ROW HOUSE 



               low income                                 Native America                               new construction                                           rural 
                 INCOME                                   POPULATION                        DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY                          CONTEXT 

TSIGO BUGEH VILLAGE 
LOCATION 
OHKAY OWINGEH, OH 
 
ARCHITECT 
VAN AMBURGH + PARES ARCHITECTS 
 
DEVELOPER: 
OHKAY OWINGEH HOUSING AUTHORIT  
 
TYPOLOGY 
2 STORY ROW HOUSE 



 
“When you choose a place to live, you don’t just choose a home. You choose 
access to transportation to get to work, services and schools for your children.  
You choose a community.”   
                          -Shaun Donovan, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
 
  



COMMUNITIES OF OPPORTUNITY 
Our mission is to create opportunity for low- and moderate income people 
through affordable housing in diverse, thriving communities.   
 
How is design integral to meeting our mission? 
  
We see housing as being a springboard to a good life, in so far as that 
housing exists within holistic, resilient communities that foster connections 
between individuals or families and the assets and systems that support 
them, including: 
 
•HEALTH CARE and HEALTHY ENVIRONMENTS 
•EDUCATION 
•SOCIAL and CULTURAL NETWORKS 
•TRANSPORTATION and CONNECTIVITY 
•EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
•ENERGY, WATER and INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
•ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 





HAWTHORNE ECOVILLAGE MINN., MN 
community to city: housing as a catalyst for neighborhood revitalization 

 
  
VIA VERDE NEW YORK, NY  
city to community: design competition to build healthy communities 
 
 
 



CITY LEADERSHIP 
  

COMMUNITY VISION 
  





HAWTHORNE ECOVILLAGE   MINNEAPOLIS, MN 

















“Landscape is the most democratic environment in our culture, wherein 
everyone has the opportunity to participate. The landscape component of 
affordable housing should stimulate communication and seamless integration 
into the fabric of community.”        
       - David Rubin, ASLA, 2010 Design Resource Team Member 



All plans and renderings by Cohen and Partners, Minneapolis, MN.  

















RECOMMENDATIONS 
The examination of two tangible examples side by side produced 
a number of recommendations on ways to support excellence in 
affordable housing design in the Twin Cities.  The highest 
priorities include: 
1. Design / Development Review process. Bring clarity to the 

review process to ensure more productive public 
involvement which balancing neighbors’ needs with broad 
regional expectations and interests. 

2. Post-Occupancy Examination. Deepen the field’s 
understanding of how well affordable housing is working 
for its most important clients – its residents – by making 
thorough post-occupancy evaluation of built work a 
standard practice. 

3. Architecture Fees. Open a conversation between Minnesota 
Housing Finance Agency (MHFA), architects, and 
affordable housing developers. 

4. Affordable  Housing or Community Design Award. Boost 
recognition of design excellence in affordable housing and 
reward local architects and neighborhoods for their efforts 
by sponsoring affordable-housing awards in conjunction 
with AIA Minnesota or another existing award venue. 

5. Mixed-Use Incentive Fund. Explore ways to financially 
support the non-residential portions of mixed-use projects 
to reduce financial risks and provide of mixed-use projects 
to reduce financial risks and provide a lasting contribution 
to neighborhood vitality. 

6. Transit Corridor Design Districts. Test the effective of the 
recommendations in this report and explore new ways to 
support innovation in design through the creation of transit 
corridor design districts. 



VIA VERDE   THE BRONX, NEW YORK, NY 











PROJECT PROGRAM 

Affordable Living 
• Rental and / or homeownership 
• Mixed Income 
• Minimum of 20% of the units must be affordable to families at or below 80% AMI ($56,720 / year for 

family of 4) 

Sustainable Living 
• Meet or exceed LEED Silver rating for the built portion of the project 
• Comply with NYSERDA Multifamily High-Rise ENERGY STAR Simulation Guidelines  

Healthy Living 
• Create clean and safe places for residents to live, work, learn, and play  
• Design should support activities that enhance the health and well-being of the projects residents and the 

surrounding community  

Community Living 
• Engaging the South Bronx community in shaping the program for the site 
• Proposals are expected to reflect the communities needs / wants 





Priorities as articulated by participants at the 
May 31st Community Workshop 

 

• On-site power production 

• Generous room sizes with more usable space to accommodate furniture comfortably, private dining area 

• A minimum of 50% of the units affordable to low-income people in the community 

• Quality and beneficial mixed use: Healthy Foods Store, Good Supermarket, Bookstore 

• Encourage affordable home ownership and diversity, civic pride and stability 

• Build a showcase for sustainable design elements 

• Building should blend in with neighborhood context, not a “new box” 

• Windows in bathrooms and kitchens 

• Recreation/community center space, daycare and programs for youth 

• A beautiful and safe building and community 

• Green space on interior and exterior 

• Laundry for residents in each unit or floor, not in basement, with exterior views 

• Light and open space 



 

 
 

 
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT: 
VIA VERDE IN SOUTH BRONX REWRITES LOW-INCOME HOUSING RULES 
By MICHAEL KIMMELMAN 
 
Via Verde, a subsidized housing development in the South Bronx, rethinks the mix of private and 
public spaces and makes an argument for the civic value of architecture. 
  
The rebirth of the South Bronx isn’t news. But Via Verde is. And it makes as good an argument as any 
new building in the city for the cultural and civic value of architecture.  
 
The team began the right way, by asking people in the neighborhood what kind of building they 
wanted.  The answer: they wanted a healthy place to live. 
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“In an ideal world new housing would be developed hand in hand with new schools and 
supermarkets that sell fresh produce. But for Via Verde the question was what a housing 
development on its own could do to shape and change behavior.” 
 
•A medical clinic was enlisted to occupy the retail space on the ground floor. 
 

•The footprints of the buildings are narrow to wrap around the central courtyard and give them 
two outside exposures for cross ventilation, along with ceiling fans to discourage the use of 
air-conditioners.  
 

•The buildings were also massed to peak along the lot’s long north-south axis to take 
maximum advantage of natural light.  
 

•Staircases were placed before the elevators in the hallways and the stairwells were given 
windows, to nudge people to walk. 
 

•The fitness center is not in the basement but the roof, with views and light. 
•Via Verde’s signature feature: 40,000-square-feet of terraced roof atop the town houses 
planted with garden plots and fruit trees.  
 

•Communal garden plots on the roof will let tenants grow their own fruits and vegetables and 
provide a destination for walkers who can either climb up to them from the courtyard or step 
down to them after a workout 
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