


 The BPDA will be recording this meeting and posting it on the 
BPDA’s project webpage. If you do not wish to be recorded 
during the meeting, please turn off your microphone and 
camera.  

 Zoom controls are available at the bottom of your screen. 
Clicking on these symbols activates different features.

 Use raise hand function (dial 9 followed by 6 if joining by 
phone) and wait to be called upon before asking your question 
or providing comment. 

Zoom Meeting Info + Tips

Mute/unmute Turn video on/offRaise hand to get in 
line to ask a question 
or provide comment



Scan this QR 
Code to 
access the 
online survey

Or
1. Visit slido.com and 
2. Use # bostondesignvision 

to join as a participant

The QR Code is the same for all questions.
The questions will automatically be updated as

we go through the virtual open house.



Tell us your name and which 
neighborhood you are from!

ⓘ Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate this poll while presenting.

Hello & Welcome!
Tell Us About Yourself!

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6ImYyYzlkYmZkLTcxNmQtNDJkNS1iZmIzLTE5NTdjZDdiNTcyYiIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTE0ODM3MDMyNjFfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJzaG93UmVzdWx0cyI6dHJ1ZSwicG9sbFF1ZXN0aW9uVXVpZCI6Ijk4ODAxODA0LWE5ZDEtNDg1Ny1hYzZhLWIyOWUyY2ZmYzMwMCJ9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=T3BlblRleHQ%3D




Urban Design is…

The art of making places for people.
It is at the intersection of buildings, open spaces, art, transit, businesses, 
storefront activation, and more that influences how people experience the city 
everyday.



Boston is anchored by 
history, culture, identity, 
and people.

There are narratives and 
lived experiences that 
are not reflected in the 
identity of Boston. 

These narratives and 
lived experiences 
should be uplifted and 
centered to expand 
what defines Boston. 



Unaffordable Housing & Displacement

About 65 percent are renters, and more 
than half put upwards of 30 percent of 
their income toward rent

Many people of color to head out of the 
city and settle in more affordable 
locations.
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https://www.boston.gov/news/members-rent-stabilization-advisory-committee-announced


Erasure of Cultural Infrastructure

Iconic Roxbury Love Mural was demolished 
little warning to the community that had 
cherished it for years.
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Growth does not have to be about loss and erasure. It is an opportunity to think about ways to grow and 
value social and cultural infrastructure to create/preserve a sense of belonging and identity in 
neighborhoods. 



Boston is inherently 
diverse, but more as a 
whole.

Key Finding #1



Sum of PartsWhole



Boston’s unique urban 
history and form means 
squares and corridors are a 
key focus.

Key Finding #2



Boston’s street grid is 
unlike any other city in the 
USA

● Boston’s streets do not follow a consistent set of 
directions, which creates a unique sense of 
(dis)orientation and variation

● The city has pockets of different grids that don’t 
align with each other

● Boston’s village-like structure is more 
conducive to non-auto forms of transportation 

● Most closely related city is London

Source: Boston Globe (2018)

https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2018/07/12/boston-streets-all-sorts-directions-these-charts-prove/aOo2sZ8m47azwy5abuuXNO/story.html


A city of unsquare squares
Source: Andy Woodruff (2010)

“Unlike many places where a square 
is most often defined by a public 
open space or civic structure, here a 
square is typically defined by an 
intersection of two or more 
thoroughfares and/or other streets. 
The square’s name further applies to 
a business district around that 
intersection, and sometimes to an 
entire neighborhood.”

Visualizing Boston’s 
Squares

https://andywoodruff.com/blog/boston-squared/


There is fear that 
unchecked growth could 
produce more 
homogeneous patterns. 

Key Finding #3



A Design Vision 
Must Consider…

Demographics 
vary across 
communities

Source: Analyze Boston (from 2020 US 
Census & Climate Ready Boston (2016)) 

Population Distribution by 
Race

Highest Concentrations 
of Older Adults Over 65

Highest Concentrations 
of Children under 5

Concentrations of People with 
Limited English Proficiency

Concentrations of People with 
Disabilities

https://data.boston.gov/dataset/2020-census-for-boston/resource/72254c2d-43df-4644-96d2-a84b8c6f97c7


A Design Vision 
Must Consider…

Varied 
communities 
require 
different 
housing needs 

Largest Concentrations

More children 
and families 
live in these 
neighborhood
s

Source: Analyze Boston
(Property Assessment 
2023) 

https://data.boston.gov/dataset/2020-census-for-boston/resource/72254c2d-43df-4644-96d2-a84b8c6f97c7


Source: Analyze Boston

A Design Vision 
Must Consider…

Historic 
preservation 
needs to 
accommodate 
the city’s aging 
buildings

In the next 25 
years, nearly all 
of the buildings 
in yellow will be 
100+ years old

Source: Analyze Boston (Property 
Assessment 2023) 

https://data.boston.gov/
https://data.boston.gov/dataset/2020-census-for-boston/resource/72254c2d-43df-4644-96d2-a84b8c6f97c7


We can learn from 
diversity that is already 
shaping the city. 

Key Finding #4



Symbolic Everyday 



Design Can Anchor Identities & Belonging







































What do you think of these 
ideas for Boston's streets?

ⓘ
Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate 
this poll while presenting.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=UmF0aW5n
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6ImZkOTEyNTkwLTA0YWEtNDM3MS04NjVhLTJkMjZhYzBhNGQwOSIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTEzNTY4NTcxNTdfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiMTQzMzZjNmYtYzRjNS00YjhiLWE2NzUtOTEwNTg3MDcxOWIxIiwic2hvd1Jlc3VsdHMiOnRydWV9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii


How do you use... Boston's 
streets to hang out and 
gather with others?

ⓘ
Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate 
this poll while presenting.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=UmFua2luZw%3D%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6ImU5MGQyYmJkLWU2OWItNDI5ZS04OGRjLWRiNjUyMjhlNGQyYSIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTE4NTYzOTcwMzBfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiNjEyN2QzNTctOTY4OC00NWQ4LWFhYTMtM2YwMGRjMjkwMjQyIiwic2hvd1Jlc3VsdHMiOnRydWV9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii


How do you use Boston's 
Parks?

ⓘ
Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate 
this poll while presenting.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=V29yZENsb3Vk
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6IjQwNTM1M2Q3LTQzMzYtNGQzNy1hZTdjLWNiNGZmNjZiMGNiMiIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTE1NDQyODM5MjNfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiZDQ4OWI2YWItMzA1Zi00YjcxLTg0YjItNTI0Y2I3NDA5OGI0Iiwic2hvd1Jlc3VsdHMiOnRydWV9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii


What ideas do you have for how parks 
and open space can better contribute to 
the health and wellbeing of Bostonians?

ⓘ
Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate 
this poll while presenting.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=T3BlblRleHQ%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6IjYxZjIzMDk5LTRlMTMtNDgyOS1hNGE4LWUzZjUxNWE1NDY3MSIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTMwNTc2MzE2NV8wIiwidGltZWxpbmUiOlt7InBvbGxRdWVzdGlvblV1aWQiOiJkNWM4YTE5Yi0wZjA4LTRlMTEtOTE0Zi05ZTNjNTA4NDM2NTkiLCJzaG93UmVzdWx0cyI6dHJ1ZX1dLCJ0eXBlIjoiU2xpZG9Qb2xsIn0%3D
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii




















































What type of home is your 
dream home?

ⓘ
Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate 
this poll while presenting.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=UmFua2luZw%3D%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6IjY0ZGVlYzUzLTRmOWEtNDM2Mi05OWEyLWMwNjU5OGE1MmI5OSIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTE4NzcwMTQyOTFfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiNDE1YjdlN2EtMDJkMy00NWZmLWIzZGEtZDQ2YzFiYzYyZTc5Iiwic2hvd1Jlc3VsdHMiOnRydWV9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii


What does your dream home 
look, feel, sound, smell, and 
taste like? Who lives there?

ⓘ
Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate 
this poll while presenting.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=T3BlblRleHQ%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6IjRjOGE1YzE4LTM5NmItNGY1MS04ODUzLTdlMjFhMzk2MGMzZiIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTc5OTI2Mzc0MV8wIiwidGltZWxpbmUiOlt7InBvbGxRdWVzdGlvblV1aWQiOiI4Y2QzMThiZC1lZjU2LTRmOGQtOWU0Yy00OGEzYzg4OTMzNDUiLCJzaG93UmVzdWx0cyI6dHJ1ZX1dLCJ0eXBlIjoiU2xpZG9Qb2xsIn0%3D
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii


What memories do you have that took 
place on a porch, a stoop, a balcony, a 
side lot or in a front garden?

ⓘ
Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate 
this poll while presenting.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=T3BlblRleHQ%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6IjAzNDU0NmFmLTczNjYtNGUzNi1iNDczLTcxMDlhMDZhMDE3NiIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTE2MzgzMjg3ODhfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiMzFiMzZmYmQtZTE1NC00MzhlLWJmNzctMGMxZWFjZjQ3MmQyIiwic2hvd1Jlc3VsdHMiOnRydWV9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii






























What do you go to your neighborhood shops for 
most often?

ⓘ
Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate 
this poll while presenting.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6IjQ2MTM1ZDQ2LWI4YTAtNDkwYy1iMzYxLTcxNzg2MDJlZGI1OCIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTI1NjQxNDYwN18wIiwidGltZWxpbmUiOlt7InNob3dSZXN1bHRzIjp0cnVlLCJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiYTBhMDA2ZjQtNzBhZS00NWI4LTg0OWUtZTM1Zjg4ZTAxNzMzIn1dLCJ0eXBlIjoiU2xpZG9Qb2xsIn0%3D
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=V29yZENsb3Vk


What about these collages reflect 
Boston to you? What do you envision for 
the future of square in your 
neighborhood?

ⓘ
Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate 
this poll while presenting.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=T3BlblRleHQ%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6ImFhNmFhNTRiLWU5MDEtNDhkMC1hNmM4LTRkZDU4MGQ4NmRlMCIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUx6Z1VITHFYY2dNZUdUUDI3LTNycWk2ejRxdUt1NjNJWTZ4dms5UExDVmsiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTEwNzU2Mzc3NTZfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiYzJhYmE5MzUtZGUxMi00MjM4LTk4ODgtNjYxNTE4ZWI2MGM5Iiwic2hvd1Jlc3VsdHMiOnRydWV9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii




Got Questions/Comments? Reach out to 
Breeze Outlaw at breeze.outlaw@boston.gov
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Phase 3: Community Engagement

Phase 4: Design Vision

Phase 5: Implementation Roadmap


